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To the Right Honourable 

JAME S 

Earl of Abingdon 

LORD LIEUTENANT 

4 

O F T H E 

County of Oxford, &c. 

My Lord, 

H E S E Lives of Cornelius 
Nepos , which I now Ptefent 
your Lordfhip in Englijh j 
have had the good Fortune 
to furvive in their Original (the Latin ) 
feventeen hundred Years: And they 
the Obfervation of the excellent Lord 
Bacon be very ingenious, That Time is 
like a River, which bears up the Stubble 
and fuch light things, but lets the more 
weighty and fubflantial Jink yet muft 
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this be taken for a Similitude, and as 
fuch is only applicable to the Abufes 
which the Authority of precedent 
Ages, as well as other humane Con¬ 
cerns, is and may be fubjed to. For 
to fuppofe, that thole things which 
have paft the Tell of the wife ft and 


ievereft 



have at laft nothing-of 


intrinfick Value in themfelves, but owe 


tiie Jong pofle fling of Fame to a Hit 
of Fortune, to the Humour or tame 


Obfequioufnefs of a long Succefiion 
or Admirers, is io bold an Attempt 
upon the Reafon of Mankind, that 
he that makes it, rnuft cither have much 
of the God , cr a great deal of the FocL 
By invincible Argument to demon- 
flrate the Miftakes of the learned 


World in all its Stages, requires a 
Soul of a divine Perlpicacity, clear 
from thofe Incumbrances that have- 


mi!guided the Proipcd of other Mor¬ 
tals. To oppofe a iingle capricious 
Opinion to the collected Force of io 
many Mens Judgment, looks like the 
Hero in the Play, or the Knight-Er¬ 
rant in the Romance ,• who, with two 
Legs and two Arms, fights and 


routs 
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routs whole Millions. I do not (my 
Lord) apologue for our Author, as 
if he need beg a Blefling from Anti¬ 
quity, or wanted the Teftimonials of 
precedent Ages to fupport his Credit: 
Had he been written in this^time he 
is tranfiated, there is Worth enough 
in him'to recommend him to all Lo¬ 
vers of Hiftory. Cornelius Nepos liv’d 
in an Age that had the greateft Tafte 
of good Senfe of any poflVbly fine® 
the Creation. Eloquence did not then 
conhft in the gaudy trimming of Me¬ 
taphors, or the forc’d Acutenefs of a 
ihort cut Period ; but good Senfe, na¬ 
turally and cleanly exprefs’d, was the 
Language Augustus and his Court en¬ 
courag’d. Our Author cannot indeed 
pretend to the Politenefs of Cicero ^ 
but yet he has nothing but what is 
manly and ffrong ; and if my weak 
Judgment informs me right, there 
runs through his Writings a genteel 
Vein of fpeaking unaffe&edly, which 
declares him a Man remov’d above 
the Pedant or Plebeian. Here it muft 
be confefs’d, he is now and then rough 
in the Period, and negligent in the 

A 4 Ex- 
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Expreflion; but the judicious Quin¬ 
tilian allows this to be fometimes a 
Beauty ; and ’tis the Opinion of nioft 
Criticks, that if there be any Fault in 
Tully bimfelf, ’tis that he is toa fet 
and formal in his Style. There are 
fome Faces that are very exadt in the 
Symmetry of their Parts, and the 
Mixture of Colour, and yet they are 
not plealing ; while on the other 
Hand, there are others in which Na¬ 
ture feems to have made agreeable 
Miftakes : Eloquence is only the 
Beauty of Language, in which a too 
formal Obfervance of Exadtnefs is dif- 
guftful. There is as much Difference 
between the genteel Pra&ice of Rhe* 
torick, and the heavy Regularity that 
arifes purely from the Attendance up¬ 
on its Rules, as there is between the 
genteel Addrefs of a Gentleman, and 
the fulfome Compliment of a School- 

mafter. Such is his Style, that it 

* ^ 

ieems to give Cornelius' Nepos a Pre¬ 
tence to the Patronage of your Lord- 
ihip, whole Ancehors have reflected 
greater Honour upon Learning and 

foamed Societies, than they could 

ever 
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ever receive from them. ’T?s in the 
great Name of the Barn 's we meet 

the two greateft Ornaments ol Man¬ 
kind conjoin’d, Learning and Nobi¬ 
lity ; and in that generous noble 
Blood, not only Honour, but Wif- 
dom are convey’d. The Reafon Pelro- 
nius Arbiter gives, why good Senfe 
and true Reafon were in his Age in the 
Decline, is, Becaufe every Man mu/lfijh 
with fuch Baits he thinks will take; but 
fays the fame ingenious Author, We 
have Idft the generous Palate . Had 
your Lordlhip liv’d in that Time, 
there could have been no occafion for 
this general Complaint. In your Lord- 
fliip, a Virgil or a Horace might have 
found an Agrippa or Maecenas, who 
did not only receive the Compli¬ 
ments of thole great Men, but un- 
deiftood their Worth. Our Author 
has in fhtort drawn the greateft He¬ 
roes that Athensj Sparta , Thebes , Co¬ 
rinth, and even : Afrit' it felf, could 
boaft ; and ’tis to him that Borne does 
owe its Atticm. It often happens 1 ', 
that a Prince is better re pre fen ted by 

his Coins than by his Statues; f©, 
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without detracting from the juft 
Praife of others, JsJepos may poffibly 
give as lively an Idea of an Akibiades 
or Thesnifi celts , as thofe who have 
drawn out their Defcriptions to a 
greater Length ; for as in Mens Faces, 
fo in their Actions, there are certain 
peculiar Airs that diftinguifh one from 
another : If you hit thefe, you give 
the Chara&er as effectually, as if 
your Canvafs was as large as the Ob¬ 
ject, and you took in every Hair. The 
Defign of Hiflory is to inftruCt by Ex¬ 
ample, and correCt the Infirmities of 
Life; to trace out the Roads by 
which great Men arriv’d at Fame, 
and the Rocks they have fplit againft. 
All the Reward we can pay to de¬ 
funct Virtue is a grateful Remem¬ 
brance of it, and Vice is a Detefta- 
tion to Pofterity. Phocion's Benefi¬ 
cence will be an eternal Monument: 
Euwenes his unihaken Loyalty to the. 
Pofterity of his Prince will never be 
forgotten .*■ And Akibiades his tender. 
Pafllon to an ungrateful Country will 
Juft as- long as Senfe remains in the 
World,. Such Examples may afford 

4 your. 



DEDICATION. 


your Lor dlh ip’s leifure Hours a Di- 
vertifement, but cannot pretend to 
dired. The Hiftory of your own 
Family is a Treafure of Greatnefs 
and Bravery, .which affords Inftances 
( of both Sexes ) for every Virtue 
and Duty of Life. And here we can¬ 
not enough admire the inimitable 
Gallantry of Katharine Dutchefs of 
Suffolk , whofe Zeal to the Proteftant 
Religion at leaft came up to the Ex¬ 
ample of the moft primitive Con- 
feffors; who fupported all the Variety 
of her numerous Affli&ions with 
the Meeknefs of her own Sex, and 
the Courage of ours: while every 
Country prov’d more hofpitable to 
that admirable Lady than her own ; 
and Foreign Nations thought them- 
felves oblig’d to reverence that Vir¬ 
tue which we could not bear. Nor 
need I inftance in thofe Heroes of 
your Family, to whofe noble At- 
chievements the Great Henry of France 
was fo highly obliged, and the Dutch 
owe fo great a part of their Liberty. 
Nor perhaps was the very Attempt of 
civilizing .Ireland an .Undertaking of 
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kfs Gallantry and Spirit, fince ’tis ea- 
fier to create than reftore. When 
at length the Unhappinefs of an head- 
ftrong Nation recall’d them from Fo¬ 
reign to Domeftick Wars, with how 
much Courage* how much Loyalty 
did the Heroick Lindfey efpoufe his 
Royal Mailer’s Intereft ! He defpifed 
both the Allurements and Forces of a 
Fa<3ion, then almoft irrefiftible, and 
receiv’d the Afiaults of the rebellious 
Army, as unmov’d as an IJlhmw does 
the ftiock of contefting Waves. Ha 
oppos’d his Perfon to the moft eminent 
Dangers in the Defence of opprefs’d 
Majefty r and died like one that 
had'a true Value for Life, and knew 
how advantageoufly a few Minutes 
of Life were chang’d for an Immorta¬ 
lity of Fame-. 

To be Nobly Bom is (my Lord): 
queftionlefs one of the greateft worldly 
Happineffes kind Heaven.bellows j and 
Nature for feveral Ages feems to pre¬ 
pare and refine the Blood of a Family, 
that {he may at la ft work out and in¬ 
troduce one perfectly Great Man. That 

this, is your Lordihips Cafe we have 

reafon. 



DEDICATION. 

neafon to believe, in whom all the Vir¬ 
tues, thatafe thriftily divided amongft 
others, are united. Well then may 
Cornelius Nepos be proud of your Lord* 
Ihip’s Name to lead up his Heroes, 
and prote&thofe that were, while they 
liv’d) the Patriots of their Gountry. 

Each Virtue takes its Proportion 
from the Exigences of Time and Place. 
He that (lands upon the fecure Shore, 
and undauntedly views the ungovern’d 
Rage of the Ocean, does not, on this 
account, deferve the Praife of a vali* 
ant Man ; but he-is the Mafter of true 
Courage, that all the time fedately 
(lems the Ship ,• endeavours to be fafe^ 
yet fears not to meet Death in its mod 
dreadful Shape. Amongft the polluted 
Spawnof Pamphlets which have crawl’d 
about during this Ferment of the Go¬ 
vernment, there have been a few who 
have compared it to a Ship tofs’d by 
dangerous Waves. Let the Defign of 
thefe Parable-makers be, what it will 
(as in moA of them it has been bad 
enough) .yet the Similitude is to the 
purpofe ; and your Lordlhip has had 

no (null Share in preierving this leaky 

Ye (Tel 

* > 
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Veflel from Definition. ’Tis an Ob- 
fervationtoo well known among Politi¬ 
cians, That the Virtue of a Prince may 
fomethnes turn to his Dejlruflion ; of 
which we have had a fad Example in 
the blefled Martyr Charles the Firfi, 
who fuffer d and died for being Good $ 

and the fame Jews t hat atfed thatjdd Tra¬ 
gedy , defignd a fecond upon the Son of his 
Loins and Inheritor of his Virtues; as 
if they were refolv’d by repeated Ex¬ 
periences to revoke that Axiom of 
the Moralifts, That the natural EffeCi 
of Benevolence and Goodnejs , even in 
this World , is a reciprocal Love and Feli¬ 
city. And fo it is in all except the Fana- 
tick, whom both the Father and Grand¬ 
father of our gracious Prince aflure 
us, that no Benefit can oblige. And 
really the Fanatick is no more to becom- 
prehended within the general Rules 
of Reafon than the Brute ; becaufe as 
this a&s according to the Infiint of its 
Nature, which often carries it contra¬ 
ry to the Principles of a rational Crea¬ 
ture,. fo the Fanatick is moved by the 
giddy Impulfe of Enthufiafm •, which 

has abundance of more Points than the 

Compafs. 
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Compafs. This is that Monfter, who 
ever fince his Majefty’s happy, happy 
Reftoration, has endeavour’d to lay 
an open and eafy way to the Deftruc- 
tion of the Government, by endeavour^ 
ing, by their unreafonable Calumnies, 
to maKe the chief Minifters of it con¬ 
temptible to the People. They have 
been indeed, like cunning Artifts, a 
long while heating and preparing the 
Matter ; and in Seventy-eight, when 
they found the Rent and Biafs of the 
People work’d into a Temper, then it 
was that Corah Ihew’d himfelf, and pro¬ 
nounc’d, That the Prince and the Prieft 
had confpird together againjl our Liberty . 
This, carry’d on under fpecious Preten¬ 
ces, put the People into a fit of down¬ 
right Madnefs ; and when the zealous 
Alarm was made on that fide of the 
imaginary Point of the Compafs whence 
Popery was to come, the Fanatick had 
juft planted his Colours on die contrary 
part of our City. ’Tis enough to con¬ 
found a Man, and make him (if polfi- 
ble) to fcrlwear being in the fame Clafs 
of Nature with thefe lore of Animals, to 
confider the unaccountable Whims in 

-* -v. 
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their Proceedings- All that died for 
Dr. Titus's Plot, with their la ft Breath 
aflerting their Innocence, were not be*- 
liev’d, becaufe Popery allow'd Difpenfa- 
tions for Lyings and could eafily elude not 
only the Dictates of Chriftianity, hut of 
Nature too : And now it conies to the •Fa'* 
naticks turn to hang, one would think 
on fuch an Occasion theyfhould not only 
fing Hopkins very heartily, but fpeak 
true too i and yet all thefe unfortunate 
Gentlemen that died, having, in part 
at leaft, acknowledg’d the matter of 
FaCt for which tliey were condemn’d^ 
tho’ they feem to deny the Guilt of it, 
the Brethren matter it not ; and yet 
could thefe believe, that a Mad-man, 
with a Fire-ball upon a Pole, fet London 
into flames. 

My Lord,, we had felt the difmal 
Effects of this Mixture of Villany and 
Madnefs, had not the rnoft wife Con¬ 
duct of bis M A J E STY ( affifted 
by fuch loyal and courageous Hands 
as your Lordfhip’s) deliver’d us from 
the dreadful Precipice, which we faw 
and trembled at. The Fable of the 
Viper, which the kind Country-man 

having, 
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having warm’d into Life, flung its 
Benefactor, was by Antiquity thought 
to exprefs Ingratitude in its higheft 

Extent. The Faction outgo this: 
They hifs at and wound a Prince* who 
is not only fo far their Redeemer, as 
that he re it or’d them to Life when they 
were Dead in Daw and Juftice, but 
fliew’d himfelf of that Forbearance and 
Clemency, that hefeem’d to deliberate 
whether he had beft revenge their In- 
folence, or fall himfelf. Such extra¬ 
ordinary Goodnefs deferv’d the Ex¬ 
pence of all the Miracles Heaven could 
lay out for its Deliverance ! 

We, who are happy in living near 
your Lordfhip, felt the warm Influ¬ 
ence : The fame Plague of Republican 
Principles, which had infeCted the Ca¬ 
pital City of this fortunate Ifland, had 
gain’d too great a Party among the 
Citizens of this Place. The very Men 
that eat our Bread were keenly pre¬ 
par’d to haVe invaded thofe facred 
Seats which fupport them, and have 
continually refcued both them and. their 
Predeceflors from Beggary.. Affronts 
are not to be meafur’d by the real Lois 

we 
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we undergo, but that Uneaflnefs of 
Spirit they bring upon the Men that 
fuffer them. To be flighted by a Su¬ 
perior is a thing we may calmly (tho’ 
ivith fome Grief) fubmit to : To be 
neglected, contemn’d, and trod upon by 
an inferior, who depends upon us for 
his very Breath, is io infufferable Ufage, 
that nothing but the Meeknels of a 
primitive Confeflor could forgive it. 
And how have the Gownfmen defer- 
ved this e Bee a life we are Popijhly effect - 
cd , by religion fly obfei Ting t l e Oaths of Al¬ 
legiance and Supremacy ; becaufe we 'were 
Penfoners of France, and underlain d 
the Fundamental Laws of the Nation , by 
averting one .of the mojt Sacred Effentials 
of the Got eminent, the Lineal Suc- 
cession, which could neither by the 
Difpenjation of a Pope , or the Power of 
Parliament , be alter'd. YourLordftiip 
(tho’ perfonally affronted by this un¬ 
grateful illiterate Society ) durft flem 
this Torrent, which threatned an ealy 
Ruin to all its Oppofers ,• and, poflibly, 
that the very Brutes that graze and 
fatten upon the Hill of Par naff us, have 
not made Food of us its Inhabitants, 

is 
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is in no fmall meafure due to your 
Lordlhip’s Care. Which the ingenious 
Gentlemen concern’d in this Transi¬ 
tion (who did me the Honour to corn- 
million me, tho’ of all Men the mod 
unfit, to recommend it to your Lord- 
Slip’s Patronage) do gratefully ac¬ 
knowledge ; and it was not the Va¬ 
nity of having a Name prefix’d to two 
or three Leaves done into Englijh that 
prompted them to join in this fmall 
Concern, but the Defire they had to 
make a publick Refentment of thofe 
many Favours your Lordlhip has been 
pleated to beftow upon this our Sacred 
Learned Athens. 

And now having executed my Com- 
mitfion to the utmoft of my Imall A- 
bilities, I muft not in good Manners 
trouble your Lordfhip any further, 
than to beg leave to affine You, that 
I am, with all imaginable Refpe<St, 

MyLord, 

T Mir Lord(Infs 

Obliged Humble Servant 


Leopold William Finch. 
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Here is no part of Human Learning 
fo univerfally advantageous to Man¬ 
kind, as Hiftory, k refcues our Anceftors 
from Oblivion ; it can inftrud and delight 
the prefent and future Ages. We are ob¬ 
lig'd by all the Laws of Natural Religion 
to preferve our Relations as long as poffibly 
we can : Even then when their Lives are 
fcarce worth the keeping, when old Age 
has render’d them ufeleis- both in publick 
and private Capacities, by the naufeous 
Methods of Phylick we. endeavour to keep 
them among us. And certainly our Piety 
fiould not end at the Grave, but employ it 
felf in fecuring all that remains of them. 
Urns and Pyramids can only preferve their 
Allies; which are, even to-the raoft curious 
Obferver, undiftinguilhable from thofe of 

other Men. Pictures and Medals reprefent 

only 
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only their outward Lineaments, which 

are often not unlike in Fools and wife Men. 
But Hiftory gives an Account of their 
nobler Parts; their Wit, their Learning, 
and their Virtue : And the Reader hath, 
what will be no inconfiderable Part of our 
Happinefs in the other World, theConver- 
fation -of all the great and good Men of 
paft Ages. And their Examples will prove 
to him far greater Incentives to Virtue, than 
all the grave and ferious Precepts of Phi- 

lofophers. They afliime to themfelves the 
Boldnefs and Majefty of a Legiflator, lay 
down rigid and fevere Rules of Life, treat 
us with jejune and abftra&ed Notions, which 
few Perfons can underftand, much lefs de¬ 
duce to Pra&ice. But the Force of Example 
is intelligible to the meaneft Capacities: We 
read, and admire, and having naturally 
an Itch after Glory, perfue the fame Me¬ 
thods our Forefathers fo fuccefsfully pro¬ 
ceeded in. 

But though Hiftory in general be fo 
pleafant and inftru&ive, yet certainly 
Biography is more eminently fo. The 
general Hiftorian is wholly taken up in 
giving the Relations of great and glorious 
Exploits, of the Rife and Fall of Empires 
and great Men. You have Alexander at 
the Grantc, and Cafar in the Fields of 
Pbarfalia. But an Account of their daily 

Convention, of the Menage of their 

Eftate, 
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Eflatfc, their Behaviour to their Friends* 
and their Family, their Government of 
their own Paffions, is below the Dignity 
of the Subject; and if the Author fliould 
oblige us by an ufeful Digreffion, (it may 
be, of more real Advantage than the 
whole Series of the Hiilory ) it would be 
call’d by the Men of Art an impertinent 
Excrefcence; and the whole Work be 
efieem’d monilrous, that in one part fo 
fwells beyond the lawful Proportion- As 
the poor Poet is damn’d in Horace, that, 
because he had got a delicate Delcription 
of the Rbvae, was reiolv’d to infert it into 
his Poem, tho’ wholly impertinent to his 
Defign- 

Yet certainly the Hifiory of thefe 
Actions, though of a meaner nature, is 
infinitely more ufeful. The other, ’tis true, 
are mote Heroical and lliuftrious, extremely 
fit Objeds for our Admiration, but ufually 
inimitable. They do indeed raife our 
Attention; but then they debauch our 
Realbn : For as the Stomachs of thofe, who 
have indulg’d themfelves in the ufe of fpi- 
rituous Liquors, can afterwards admit of 
no w hole fora e Diet; fo after thefe mint-' 
culous Accounts of Knights and Giants, 
all fober and found Senfe proves naufeous. 
to us. 

In the general Hifiory, we fee the Hero 

ac the Head of an Army, or in a Tri¬ 
umph ; 




r 
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Iumph; but by what Steps and Degrees 
yhe raifed himfelf to this Greatnefs, we arc 
' unacquainted with; which would yet more 
| improve and delight the Reader. The Ac- 
(quifition of Glory is like that of Money: 
The greateft Art confifts in getting a Strode 
at firft; which afeerwards, if manag’d 
with an ordinary Prudence, increases pro- 
digioufly. 

Biography is indeed of a limited and 
confin’d Nature ; fince it refpe&s only the 
Actions of particular Perfons, and is not 
oblig’d to give the whole Procefs of an Ex- 
pedition. 'And therefore, fince the Mithrl - 
datic War was manag’d by Sylla, Lucultus , 
and Pompey, fucceffiveiy, an accurate De¬ 
fer ipt ion of it is not to be expe&ed from 
the Biographer. But then the general 
Hiftorian is as imperfeft in the Lives of 
particular Perfons, takes them only as they 
fall in his way, and cannot infift long upon 
them, without tranfgreffing. the Laws of a 
methodical Hiftory. Bat the Biographer 
attends his Hero froift the Cradle to the 
Throrre, {hews him at firft, it may be, 
mean arid contemptible, defpis’d and de- 
prefs’d, till at laft; by Virtue and Induftry 
he breaks thro’ all Impediments, and 
in defpite of Envy and Detraction, mounts 
himfelf above his .peevifh Enemies. He 
accompanies him in-his Retirements, gives 

his 





C. N e p o s. 

his Carriage to his Friend and Relations, 
acquaints you with his Divertifements, 
laysaftde theState and Grandeur, the Pomp 
and Parade, draws the Scene, and (hews 
you the Man himfelf, divefted of his gau¬ 
dy or formal Drefs. And then, whereas 
the general Hiftorian, like a falfe Courtier, 
takes notice of him only in his Grearnefs; 
and, when he becomes unfit for Service in 
the Camp or the Senate ( as fome ill 
Matters do their worn-out Servants) de- 
ferts him; Biography ftill waits upon him, 
tho’ difcarded the Court; and tells you 
with what Courage and good Grace he 
bears the Affronts of his ungrateful 
Country-men, his Sicknefs, and Death it 
felf. Which certainly (unlefs you read 
Hiftory as Ladies do Romances) you 
would as willingly be informed of, as his 
Gallantry in the hotteft Engagement. 
’Twere eafy to enlarge upon this Subject, 
were I to write a Panegryrick on Biography, 
and not the Life of a particular Hiftorian. 

Among Authors of this nature, there 
is fcarce any fo confidcrable as C. Nepos , 

who has had the good Fortune to pleafe 
the moil judicious Criticks of all Ages ; but 
in this is ftrangely unhappy, That having 
been fo induftrious in immortalizing other 
Men, and having wrote a particular Vo¬ 
lume of the Lives of Hittorians, he himfelf 

has 
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has been altnoft forgotten, and we have 
very little left us concerning him. Nay, 
and to add to the Misfortune, even this 
very Treatife, of the Lives of Excellent 
Generals, which is the only one left us of 
his numerous Writings, hath by fome ve¬ 
ry ill Judges been attributed to an obfeure 
Petfon, one JPLmilius Probus, who liv’d in 

the Barbarous Age of Theodojius. But of 
this below. 

He was born in Hoftilia, a Village de¬ 
pending upon Verona ; whereof Pliny, An¬ 
tonin* in his Itinerary, &c. make mention^ 

and is at this day fubjedt to the Ecclefiaftical 
Jurifdidtion of Verona. Parana lies near the Po; 
upon which account Pliny calls our Author 
Padi Accola: it is fittiated likewife in that 
part of Italy which the Romans ( for to us 
"cis otherwife) call’d Italia Tranfpadana, that 

part of Italy which is on the other fide the 
Po: So that Catullus , in his Dedication of 
his Excellent Poems to C- Nepos, might 
very juilly call him an Italian. But becaufe 
the fame Country was call’d Gallia Togata 
(or that part of Gall wherein Gowns, the 
Roman Habit, were worn, in oppofition to 
Gallia Braccata, fo nam’d from the Gar¬ 
ments of the Barbarous Inhabitants) Au- 
fvniu' , alluding to Catullus’s foremention’d 
Epigram, tells his Pacatus, that he had 
found a more Learned and Obliging Patron 

B than 



C. N e p c s. 

than Gau fumifh’d Catullus with. But thefe 
two Poets may be eafily reconcil’d, con/ider- 
ing that the fame Place was, with different 
re'lpects, reckon’d part both of Gall and. 
Italy • Now, that Ntpos was a Veronefe , 
was the conftant Opinion of that City, 
where in the Senate-Houfe his Statue was 
erected among thofe of the iiluftrious Men 
born there. Elios Vinetus would indeed 
perfwade us, that there is nothing of cer¬ 
tainty when Ntpos was born ; but befides - 
the conftant Tradition of the City o i Ve¬ 
rova, and that his Statue was plac’d among 
thofe ofjthe .Vtrmian Writers, (which cer¬ 
tainly would fatisfy any -Man of a tolerable 
Ingenuity) we have the Authority of Le un¬ 
der y Albertus , Paulus Alerula, and of the 
Learned and Illuftrious Alexander BeceUus , 
Chancellor of Verona. 

The Territories of Verona enjoy a delicate 
thin Air ■, the Soil as healthful, as well 
water’d, and fupply’d with Fruits of all 
kinds, as moft Places in the World; as if 
it were defign’d by Nature for the Country 
of great and witty Men. ’Tis not im- 
poffible for a great Genius to proceed 
from an unhealthy and boggy Soil, where 
the Air as well as Water Magnates, and 
is corrupted ; but ’tis very improbable 
there fhould* Plutarch and Pindar were 
born in Becotia^ but not one eminent Writer 

more. 
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tnore, as we hear of. Erafmus came from 

Rotterdam ; and yet the greated Judge of 
the lad Age was pleas’d to fay of Gretfer , 
,r fis a Witty Man for a German. And if we 
confider the Dependance which our Souls 
have upon our Bodies, as to their Opera¬ 
tions, we need not wonder, that thick and 
foggy Airs fhould fo feldom be blefs’d 
with extraordinary Men. ’Tis certainly a 
mighty Advantage to be born in a Place 
eminent for Wit and Learning ; where great 
Examples daily appear before us, and raife 
in us a generous Emulation to equal or fur- 
pafs them. Upon this account it is, that 
Cities have-become famous for fome parti¬ 
cular Excellence ; and Wit, as fome Herbs, 
if once rooted in a Ground, cannot without 
difficulty be got out. . Verona has indeed 
produc’d as great Wits, and as learned 
Men in all Faculties, as any City perhaps 
in the World. Here were born the two 
Plimes , Macer the Botanic Poet, Vitruvius 
the Architect, and ( in a later Age) that 
Prodigy ot Wit and Learning Hieronymus 
Fracajiortus , the bed Phyfician, Mathema¬ 
tician, and Poet of his Age. 

As Nepo f was born in a Place famous 
for polite Learning, fo likewife in an Age 
when Wit and Elegance of Style were ad¬ 
vanc’d to their utmod Perfection; in that 
Age which the Critics call ‘The Golden Age 
of Eloquence. There is no quedion, but 

B a f chins 
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Junius the Rebel, M. Valerius the Dicta¬ 
tor, Menenius Agrippa , fo famous for recon¬ 
ciling the Patricians and Plebeians , did make 
Orations to the People; tho’ not fo fine 
ones as HiAorians afcribe to them. They 
'were certainly Men of incomparable Va¬ 
lour and of found Senfe; but they had only 
a good unpolifir’d rough Eloquence, and 
with that attain’d their Ends upon a Peo¬ 
ple rude and illiterate; and wanted only 
a Grecian Education to render them the 
greatefi Wits in their Age. But as the 
Roman Empire began to extend it felf into 
Greece , and People admir’d the Oratory of 
that Nation, the Roman Language was daily 
refin’d. It at firft became neat and clean, 
the Words and Phrafes proper and eafy, 
not florid, much lefs ranting and fuftian. 
This is that which is fo admirable in the 
ancient Comedies, of which Plautus and 
Terence are the only now left us; which, as 
Scaliger well obferves, our Misfortunes have 
endear’d to us : We admire them the more, 
becaufe we have none elfe left us to ad¬ 
mire- In the Eloquence of that Age there 
was nothing affeded, nothing of Paint and 
Daubing, but pure natural Beauty, unde¬ 
bauch’d, and preferable upon account of 
its native Simplicity to all the (welling 
Rhetorick of fome After-ages. But at laft 
the Roman Style was illuftrated with Tropes 
and Figures; which, if modeftly made ufe 
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of, ate the real On.aments of a Style; but, 
if us’d with Imprudence, become nauieous, 
and more like the Sayings of a Madman 
than an Orator. In tLis golden Age the 
Romans had rais’d thevukuves to the utmoil 
pitch ; they had gone as far as Prudence 
would permit them ; wnich when their im¬ 
mediate Succelfors endeavour’d to furpafs* 

they fwell’d into Bombaft, and their Wit 

was more like an hydropick Tumour than 
a natural Piumpnefs. The Spaniards brought 
this Difeafe of Style into Italy; and Cicero r 
in his Oration for Archios the Poet, expo- 
fes the barbarous and greafy Wit of that 
Nation. And yet there are fome Men 
who compare and prefer Martial to Catul¬ 
lus > between whom there is as wide a Dif¬ 
ference, as betwixt the fordid Drollery of 
a Buffoon, and the ingenious Raillery of a 
Gentleman* They have had a greater 
Efteem for the Heat of Lucan than the juft 
Greatnefs of Virgil: But the beft Judges 
rather pity thefe miftaken Gentlemen than 
difpute with them. 

Now to be confiderable in fuch an Age 
as this, to be infinitely efteem’d and carefs’d 
by the greateft Perfons in it, is an infalli¬ 
ble Argument of the real Excellence of an 
Author. When Cicero, Catullus, Atticus , &c. 
appear as WitnefTes, it muft needs be a vile 
Ignoramus Jury that will not find the Bill. 

Catullus , the moft accurate and delicare 

B 3 Epi- 
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Spigrammatilt that ever writ, dedicated 
his Poems to him. Cicero was his moft in¬ 
timate and bofom Friend ; there was a con- 
ftant Intercourfe of Letters betwixt them. 
Suetcn, in his Life of Julius Cafar, takes 
notice of a Letter from Cicero to Nepos, and 
LaElamius quotes an Epiftle of Nepos to 
Tully: Nay, their epiftolary Commerce was 
io great, that Macrobius makes mention of 
the fecond Book of Epiftlcs from Tully to 
Nepos. His Intimacy with Atticus is evi¬ 
dent from the Life of Atticus , here annex’d 
to his Lives of excellent Generals; for At¬ 
ticus bimfelf was fo far from being one, 
that he never engaged in the War either for 
Cafar or Potnpey, and yet had the good For¬ 
tune (which I believe very few of that 
Humour evef met with) to be honour’d, 
efteem’d, and unmolefted thro’ the whole 
Courfe of his Life* 

He left many learned and curiousWorks 
behind him, which the Injury of Time 
hath depriv’d us of; and we have only juft 
enough left us to fee the Greatnefs of our 
Lofs in the reft. He was Author of a 
Book, which he call’d his Chronicle, where¬ 
in (in three diftinct Volumes) he gave an 
Account of thofe three great Intervals of 
Time, which Hiftorians fo much talk of, 
the obfeure and uncertain, the fabulous, 
and the hiftorical Ages of the World. As 
to the fir ft and fecond, Tenulhan informs 

us. 
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* 

us, that Nepos affirms, there never was any 
Saturn but what was a Man; and Aufonius 
tells his Pupil the Emperor, that he fent 
him T’itianus’s Fables, and Nepos’s Chroni¬ 
cles, which were not much unlike them; and 
Catullus , in his Preface to his Poems, tells 
us, that Nepos did omne JEvum tribus expli¬ 
cate chat tis- 

Befides this great Work, he writ the 
Lives of Iiluftrious Men, of which, twenty 
two, which refpedt the Grecians and Barba¬ 
rians, are tranfmitted to us ; and likewife 
the Lives of the Roman Heroes (as is evi¬ 
dent from his Life of Hannibal) and the 
Roman Kings : But what thro' the Invafion 
ot foreign Nations, and the Ignorance and 
Carelefnefs of fuperftitious Monks, who 
let them lie and rot unobferv’d in their Li¬ 
braries, we have only their Titles from 
other Authors, which had the good For¬ 
tune to furvive. JEmilius Prebus hath by 
fome Criticks been fuppos’d to be the Au¬ 
thor of the Lives of foreign Generals ; but 
’tis a palpable Miftake, occafion’d by an 
Epigram prefix’d to fome antient Manu- 

fcripts of this Author, wherein Probus com¬ 
mands his Book, if the Emperor Theodojtus 
enquire after the Author, to tell him it is 
one Probus. But then it follows, Cot pore in 
hoc Manus eft Genetricis, Avique meique , viz.- 
that his own Hand, his Mother’s, and 
Grandfather’s, were concern’d in the Work: 

B 4 Whence 
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Whence ’ris clear beyond Contradictory 
that this Prebus was only a Tranferiber. 
Befides, can Rcbortellus, who writ a Trea- 
tife of the Art of Criticifm, or any Man of 
common Learning and Senfe, perfuade him- 
felf that this wretched Poet could be the 
Author of this moft delicate and judicious 
Piece of Hiftory ; but from the Cleannefs 
and Terfncfs of Expreffion may undeniably 
be evinc’d, that the Author of this Book 
liv’d in the Age of Julius and Auguflus ? And 
befides all this, there are forty Places in 
the Lives themfelves that prove Nepos was 
their Author, and liv’d in the Age aforefaid; 
for which, if you pleafe, confult Lambin. 

But Nepos hath not been more abus’d by 
aferibing his Works to other Men, than in 
making him the Author of fome Pieces 
wholly unworthy of him. Thus the Book 
of Uluftrious Men, which ufually was faid 
to be Pliny's, but is really Aurelius Viclors y 
fome Criticks father upon our Author ; and 

the Tranflation of Dares the Phrygian is 
faid to be his; but the very Style it felf is 
fufficient to convince any judicious Reader- 
Nepos t in the Judgment of fome Men, liv’d 
after the Nativity of our Lord; but if you 
confider how celebrated he was for his 
Learning in the Days of Catullus, Cicero and 
Atticus, you will find no great reafon to 
fubferibe to their Opinion. * 
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PREFACE 

O F 

Cornelius Nepos. 

Do nn doubt ( my Atticus ) but a 

great many veil! cenfure this way of 

IV• iting , not only as frivolous , but 

m. wo, thy the Per fens of Excellent 

Men , when they Jhali read thefe little 

Memotrs related of them: As who was the 

Mafte, that taught Epaminondas Mujick ; and 

that it wa< reckon’d among ft his chief Accom- 

fhjhments , that he had an handfeme way of 

Dancing , and fang skilfully to the Flute■ But 

this is the Opinion only of thofe , who being ignorant 

of the Grecian Learnings think nothing right but 

what ftnSlh quad, ates with their own Manners : 

But if thefe would but once learn, that things 

tUcertt and uncomely do not appear with the fame 

xifpecl of Honefty and 'Turpitude to alirerfom, 

but that eves y thing ought to be meafur d by the 

hftimim of our A&uftoTst, it veill fupprefs 

their 
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their Admiration ?, that in the Celebrating the, 
Virtues of the Grecians we have follow’d their 
Cuftoms; for it was not objected as a Scandal to 
Cimon, who was one of the greateft Perfonages 
amongft the Athenians, that he married his 
half Sifter , which his Father had by a former 
Lady; fince it was a familiar Ufage, that obtain’d 
amongft the reft of the Citizens, tho it breaks in 
upon our ways of living , and is counted Irreligious 
It was a thing highly applauded in Greece, that 
young Lads were Catamites, and had many Rivals 
in that unnatural Pleafure; and at Lacedaemon 
there was not a Widow, tho’ of the ncbleft Ex- 
traSlion, but would a El her Part in a Comedy\ 
and take Money for it- In the fame Greece 
likewife it was matter of ftngular Triumph to 
be proclaim’d a Conqueror in the Olympick 
Games ; and yet to come forth upon the Stage, 
and be a SpeEiacle of Diver fan to the People, was 
not look’d upon by that PPaiion as any- ways op¬ 
probrious. All which things mtwithftmiding 
kindle our Averfion,. as being partly, downright 
infamous, and partly below the Dignity q f our 
GharaElers, and very far from being ftemly or 
becoming. On the contrary, a great many AElions 
carry wi.h us the Impreffton of Decorum, which 
are thought very lewd by them: As for inftance, 
what Roman blujheth to lead his Wife to an 
Entertainment ? And what Mother of a Family 
will not refide in the mo ft frequented part of her 
Ho.ufe, and contribute her jhare of Converfation at 
a publick Feaft ? And yet ’tis much othenvife 
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pra Fits'd in Greece ; for there they never come to 
any jolly Affgnat ion, unlefs invited by their near 
Relations ; and are never feen but in the me ft in- 
ward Apartments, which they call from thence 
(Gynaconitis) the Chamber of the Women; and 
no one's Approaches were permitted thither, but of 
thofe who gam r d Accefs by the Privilege either 
of Blood or Affinity. But the Bulk of the Volume 
will not let me run through any more Ex? 
amples of this kind; and Expedition calls upon 
me to give the laft hand to thofe things which 
l have begun : There/ire we will come clofe to the 
purpofe , and in this Book draw to your view the. 
Ltves of thefe llluftrious Commanders . 
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HEN Mdtiades, the Son of' 
Citnon, an Atfxnian, had got him- 
felt a great and illuftrious Name, 
as well for his own native Mo- 
defty, as by the ancient and renowned Fa¬ 
mily whence he was defeended; and was 
now arriv’d at thofe Years which were fuf- 
heient to confirm his Fe!low-Citi2ens in the* 
high Opinion they always had of him it 
happen’d that the Athenians were upon a 

new Project of conquering and tranfplant- 

ing: 
















* M ltTIA DES 

iog Colonies to the Cherfomfe- * And fince 
the Defign was generally applauded, feve- 
ral being come in Volunteers to otter their 
Service in the Expedition, it was thought fit 
to depute fome of them to go to Delphos y , 
and there confult the Oracle of Apollo about 
the Choice of a General: For at that time 
the 7 "hraciam were Matters of thofe Coun¬ 
tries, who were not to be difpottefs’d but 
by Force of Arms.. When they were ar¬ 
riv’d at Delphos, and had addrefs’d them- 
felves to the Oracle, the Anfwcr it return¬ 
ed was pofitive and exprels in the Choice of 
Mdtiades ; whom if they would eiedt, they 

fhould be fuccef jul in then Undertaking- Mil- 

tiades , confirm’d in his Command by fo great 
an Authority, fets fail for the Cherfoaefe , 
with a feleft Band of Men ; and touching 
upon Lemnos in his Road, would willingly 
have reduc’d the Inhabitants of that Ifland- 
under the IX;minion of the Athenians , re¬ 
quiring them immediately to furrendcr them- 
felves- But they laugh’d at the Demand, 
and reply’d. That yes they wottld y when b* 
Jbould Jail from home to Lemnos with a Nor¬ 
therly IVmd ; which is contrary to them who 
come from Athens to thofe Coatts. But 
Milttades's Adair would not admit of Delay; 
and therefore, without any farther Attempt,. 

he. 


[ * Th< T l radar* Cher font ft> or ftninfula. 
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he fteer’d his Courfe dire&iy for the Cherfo¬ 
nefe, where he fafely arriv’d. And having, 
in a (hort time, defeated the Forces of thole 
Barbarians , and made himfelf Mafter of the 
Cherfonefe, he fortified the moft convenient 
Places of it with Caflles and Citadels, and 
planted all the Country with his own Sol¬ 
diers, whom he enrich’d with the Booty of 
frequent Excurfions. Nor had Fortune a 
greater {hare in the Succefs of this Expedi¬ 
tion than his own Prudence. For having 
routed the Enemies Forces by the Valour of 
his own, he manag’d the whole Concern of 
the Vi&ory with the greatefl Equity ima¬ 
ginable and made the Cherfonefe the Place 
of his Refidence. For he aEied as King 
amongjl them , tho* he had not the Title; and yet 
ow’d not his Power fo much to the Abfo- 
lutenefs of his Command, as to the Juftice 
of his A&ions. For notwithftanding the 
Greatnefs of his Fortune, he was ready to 
do any Ads of Kindnefs for his Country¬ 
men the Athenians, by which means he efta- 

blifli’d his Authority not only in the Hearts 
and Affe&ions of the Athenians who gave it 
him, but of thofe alfo over whom he was 
to exercife it too. And having thus fettled 
the Government of his late Conqueft, he 
comes back to Lemnos, and (by virtue of 
his former Compact with the Inhabitants) 
demands the Surrendry of their City into 
his Hands = For they had promis’d to yield thtm- 

felves 
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felves up to him when he Jhould fail from home 
to Lemnos by a North Wind; which was now 
perform’d from his Habitation in the Cherfo- 
nefe. The Carians , who then inhabited the 
Ifland, tho’ they little expe&ed fnch a De^ 
mand of the Performance of a jocular Pro- 
mife, yet were forc’d to comply and quit 
the Ifland ; not fo much our of the Senfe of 
any Obligation they conceiv’d themfelves to 
lie under, as of the Power and great Succefs of 
the Enemy whom they were to encounter. 
Nor was he lefs happy in reducing thofe o- 
ther Iflands, call’d Cyclades, under the A- 
thenian Dominion. In thofe Days Darius , 
the Perf.an King, refolving upon a War 
with the Scythians , built a Bridge upon the 
Danube, for the palling over his Army, and 
gave the chief Command of it, and of their 
refpective Cities, to the Forces which he 
had rais’d in Ionia and JEolis. Fur he went 
upon this Ground, that it would be the bejl Ex¬ 
pedient to keep the Greeks, who inhabited Alia, 
in SubjeElicn during the War, to entruft their 
FnenJs and Countrymen with the Command of 
his Towns, who could expe'A no Qiiarter if he 
chanc'd to be defeated • Amongft the reft of thefe 
Governors was Miltiades; who, when he 
had continual News brought him of the ill 
Succefs of the Prrjians Arms againft the Scy¬ 
thians, exhorted the Commanders of the 
Bridge, not to baulk fo fair an Opportunity of 
freeing Greece from the Ferfian Poke; alledg¬ 
ing. 
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ing, That if Darius and his Forces were but 
defeated now , not only all Europe would be free 
from Apprehenjions of his Arms for the future, 
but that the poor Greeks likewife, who inhabited 
Alia, would be sefcued from the Slavery they un¬ 
derwent, and the Dangers they were expos’d to 
from their Perfian Mafiers ; and that if the 
Fridge were but demolijh’d, the Defign mtifi of 
neajjhy tale effebl, and the Perfian s per if ei¬ 
ther by the Sword or Famine in a few Days. 
When feveral of the Company had join’d 
with, and fecondcd Miltiades, Heftius Mi- 
lejius crav’d leave to difl'ent from them, ob- 

jedting, That tho* it might be expedient for the 
Generality of the People to be freed from their 
SubjeBion to Darius, yet it could by no means be 
fo to them, who bore Command under him: 
That their Power and Interefl was imbark’d in 
the fame bottom with Darius’* Empire-, which 
if once overthrown, their Employs mufl expire 
with it, and they fuffer by the Hands of their own 
Fellow-Citizens. And therefore, that he was 
fo far from concurring with them,' that for his 
part he thought it highly their Intereft that the 
Perfian Empire Jbculd-be upheld and efiablifh'd'. 

When Miltiades ur.derftood by the Senfe of 

the Company, that the Point would be 
carry’d againft him; and eafily imagining, 
that cf fo many who were privy to the 
Confute, fome would certainly come in and 

inform the King of the Plot, he thought 

♦ 

tt 
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it his fafefi way to leave the Cherfntfe, and 
return to Athens. And tho’ indeed the 
Majority of the Cabal thought not fit then 
to concur with him in the De/ign; yet was 
it a generous Propofal in him, in that he 
rather confulted the Liberty of his Country, 
than his own private Imerefi. 

Darius after his Return from Europe into 
Afia , being advis'd by his Council to try if 
he could reduce Greece under his Dominions, 
fitted out a Fleet of fifty Sail of Ships in 
order ro that Defign r whereof he made 
Daris and A taj. hemes Admirals, and gave 
them the Command of 200000 Foot, and 
10000 Horfe ; alledging the Affront that 
the Athenians had put upon him in affifting 
the lontans in the taking of Sardis , and put¬ 
ting the Garrifon to the Sword, as the 
Ground and Occufion of the War againfi; 

them* The Perjians landing at Euboea, imme¬ 
diately made themfeh es Mafters of Eretria , 
and fent the Inhabitants of the Country in¬ 
to Afia to Darius. From thence they 
march'd as far as Attica, into the Fields of 
Maraihon, which is about ten Miles from 
the Town. The Athenians, tho’ they were 
in a great Confirmation at the near Ap¬ 
proaches of fo powerful an Enemy, yet 
folicited they none but the Lacedemonians 
for their Affiftance ; to whom they di- 
fpatch’d Phihftus (one of thofe Couriers 

whom 
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whom they call’d * Hemercdromi) to ac¬ 
quaint them what urgent Occafionsthey had 
for their fpeedy Relief. In the mean time 
they chofe ten great Officers to command 
the Army, whereof Miltiades was one; 
amongft whom it was hotly debated, Whe¬ 
ther it were more advifable for them to rely up¬ 
on the Strength of the Town, or to march out 
and fight the Enemy. Miltiades prefs’d them 
witn greater Earneftnefs than any of the 
reft, to pitch their Tents as foon as poffibly 
they could ; for that by this means the Citi¬ 
zens would be excited to behave themfelves more 
bravely, when they faw how highly their Valour 
was rely 1 d upon ; and the Enemy s Advances 
would be retarded, when they Jhoitld obferve with 
what a fmall Handful of Men they refolvd to 
fight them. There were none who aftually 
affifted the Athenians in this Jnnfture but the 
Plataans, who fent them a thoufand Men, 
•which made them compleatly ten thoufand 
ftrong; a fmall Number, but fired wich a 
wonderful Defire to be in Aft ion. Miltiades , 
by this Counfel of his, became more confi- 
derable than his Collegues; for J twas upon 
the great Authority his Advice had amongft 
them, that the Athenians march’d their 

For- 


* Stout young Fellows, who were difpatch’d 
abroad upon State Affairs, and perform’d their Er¬ 
rand with great Expedition, 
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Forces out of the Town, where they were 

encamp’d conveniently, and the next Day 

after, at the Foot of an HiJJ, join’d Battle 

with all the Courage imaginable, and the 

Advantage of a new Stratagem on their 

Side; for they had block’d up the Paffages 

with Trees in feveral Places, to the intent, 

that they might both be fhelter’d by the 

Tops of the Mountains, and that the Trees 

in the way might hinder the Enemies Horfe 

from breaking in upon them. Datis , tho’ 

he faw that the Athenians had manifeflly 

the Advantage of the Piace, yet relying 

upon the vail Odds he had in the Number, 

and conlidering alfo, that the Spartan Auxi- 

liaries were not vet arriv’d, refolv’d to en- 

* J 

gage them ; and accordingly led up an hun¬ 
dred thoufand of his Infantry, and ten thou- 
fand Horfe, with which he gave them Bat¬ 
tle ; wherein the Valour of the Athenians 
fo far exceeded that of their Enemies, that 
they defeated ten times the Number of 
their own Forces ; and fo affrighted the 
Perfans , that they never offer’d to make 
towards their Camp again, but fled to their 
Veffels : Than which Fight never certain¬ 
ly was any thing more illuflrioufly great 
and glorious; for never did fo fmall an 
Handful of Men conquer fo numerous and 
powerful an Army. • And here it may not 
be improper to remark, what Miltiades had 
for tire Reward of fo great an Action; 

whereby 
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whereby we may perceive /jew the fame Hu¬ 
mour and Genius runs thro all Bodies politick : 
For as the Marks of Honour which the Ro¬ 
mans formerly fix’d upon the braveft Men 
were very rare and inconfiderable, and for 
that reafon more fignally honourable, tho’ 
now indeed they are grown common and 
extravagant ; fo we find it was anciently 
amongft the Athenians ; for this great Mtl- 
tkideSy to whom all Greece , as well as Athens^ 
ow’d their Safety, had only this Honour 
done him, that when the Fight at Mara¬ 
thon was painted in the Gallery call’d * Poe- 
cde, he was drawn the firft of all the ten 
Commanders, exhorting his Soldiers, and 
giving Battle to the Enemy : And yet the 
fame People, after they had enlarg’d their 
Territories, and became once corrupted 
with the Bribery of their Magiftrates, de¬ 
creed no lefs than three hundred Statues to 
the Honour of Demetrius Phalereus. After 
this Engagement at Marathon , the Atheni¬ 
ans made him Admiral of a Fleet of feven- 
ty Sail of Ships, to make War upon thofe 
liiands which had affifted the Barbarians; 

feveral whereof fubmitted without Refif- 

* . 

tance, and fome he took by Aflault. 
Amongft the reft that held out was the 
Ifland Paws, a rich and arrogant People, 

whom 


* ncixiAi), fo call’d from the Variety cf Piclurts 

wherewith it was adorn’d. 
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whom when he could by no means per- 
fwade to a Surrendry, he landed his Men, 
made his Works about the City, and de¬ 
priv’d them of all Supplies; and had by 
the Help of Sconces gradually made his Ap¬ 
proaches fo near to the Walls, that he was 
juft upon the point of carrying the Town, 
when there happened, 1 know not how, a 
Grove of Trees to be fired afar off in the 
Continent in the Night; which as foon as it 
was perceiv’d by the Burgers and Befiegers, 
they both imagin’d that it was fome Sign 
which was given by the Scouts to the Per fan 
Fleet: Whereupon the Befieg’d became lefs 
inclin’d to a Surrendry ; and Miltiades fear¬ 
ing a fudden Onfet from the royal Navy, 
fet fire to his Works, and return’d to Athens 
only with the full Number of Ships they had 
at firft given him the Command of: Which 
fo enraged the Athenians, that they impeach¬ 
ed him of Treafon againft the State, That 
when he might have took Parus, he was brib'd 
from profecuting the Defign bj the King of Per- 
fia. He was at this time laid up of the 
Wounds which he had receiv’d in the Siege; 
arid therefore, becaufe he was not in a Ca¬ 
pacity of anfwering for himfelf, his Bro¬ 
ther Tfagoras appear’d for him. When the 
whole Evidence was given in againft him, 
the Crime was not found capital; but lie 
was fined however fifty Talents; which 
was as much as was expended in equipping 

the 
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# 


the whole Fleet: And being non-folvent, 
was caft into Prifon, where he died. But 
tho’ the Bufinefs of Pants was the Pretext, 
yet was it not the real Caufe of his Profecu- 
tion ,* for the Athenians , who ftill retain’d 
the Tyranny of Pifaftratus (which had ra¬ 
ged but a few Years before) fre fit in their 
Memories, were extreme appreheniive of 
the growing Power of any Fellow-Citizen: 
And they imagin’d, that Milttades y who 

had borne lb great Offices and Commands, 

would not afterwards be ealily content to 
move in a narrower and private Sphere; 
and that fince he had been us’d to rule, the 
Force of meer Cuftom would incline him to 
afpire alter it Hill: For all the while he 
dwelt in the Cherfonefe he had the Govern¬ 
ment wholly in his own Hands, and was 
ftyled a Tyrant, but govern’d according to 
Law; for he ow’d not his Power to the 
Hands of Violence, but to the good Will 
of his Subjects, which he maintain’d by his 
own Gentlenefs and Moderation. Now 


they who had the fupreme Government in 
any Commonwealth during Life, which 
formerly enjoy’d the Liberty of Electing, 
were call’d Tyrants; but Mltuides was a 
Perfon of great Humanity, and fo exceed¬ 
ingly affable and obliging, that the meaneft 
of his Siibjebfs had free and eafy Accefs to 
him. A mighty Deference was paid him 


every where: 


His Name grew great anc 
C vene- 
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.venerable; and he had the Chara&er of 
an incomparable Soldier- And upon thefe 
Motives the People thought it more fe- 
cure to take him out of the way (tho* he 
deferved it not), than to live under the 
continual Apprehenfions of Danger from fo 
great a Man. 



THE 
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LIFE 
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THEM! STOCLES. 



Done into Englifh by Mr. Gardiner L- L. B. 
and Fellow of All-Souls College, Oxon. 



HEMISTOCLES, the Son 
of Neocles, was an Athenian. 
The Vices which debauch’d 
the beginnii g of his Youth 
were reform’d by many emi¬ 
nent Virtues which appear’d in his more 
mature Age ; fo that he was excell’d by 
none, and there were but few who might be 
thought his Equals- But to trace him from 
his Crudle- His Father Neocles was a Gen- 
tleman> who married a Citizen of Acarnania, 
of wiiom ‘tbemiflocles was born. * His pro- 

C 2 fufe 


* Authors differ concerning Tbemitlodcs 's Mother, 
both as to her Name and Country. 
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fufe and diffolute Life when he was young, 
with the Negledt of his Eftate and worldly 
Concerns, were fo difpleafing to his Parents, 
that they diiinherited him. Which Difgrace 
did rather animate than deprefs his Spirits. 
For when he confider’d that his Reputation 
thus loft could not eafily be regained, he 
devoted himfelf wholly to the Service of 
the Commonwealth, grew very complaifant 
to his Friends, and made it his Bufinefs to 
be popular. He was often made an Arbi¬ 
trator to reconcile private Differences, and 
was very frequent at the publick Affemblies. 
There was r,o Bufinefs of more than ordi¬ 
nary Concern but it pafs’d thro’ his Hands; 
for he quickly apprehended what was moft 
neceffary to be done, and exprefs’d the 
fame in an eafy and familiar Style. Neither 
was he lefs ready in the managing of any 
Affair, than in the contriving of it; becaufe 
(as Thucydides fays) he had a true Judgment 
of things prefent, and would give a flnewd 
guefs at what was to come: So that upon 
the account of thefe his extraordinary Parts, 
he in a fhort time became of great Repute 
among the Athenians. 

The firft Honour which was conferr’d 
upon him was the Government of the 
Commonwealth in the Corcyraan War; for 
the carrying on of which lie being cho- 
fen General, made the Athenians , not only 

in that, but ajfo in all after Expeditions, 

more 
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more warlike chan they had formerly been. 
For whereas the publick Money, which 
their Silver Mines brought them in, was 
every Year lavifhly fpent by the Prodigali¬ 
ty of their Magiltrares, he prevail’d fo far 
with the People as to perfwade them with 
that Money to build a Fleet of an hundred 
Ships : Which being in a fhort time effe&ed, 
he rirll fubdued his Enemies the Corcyraans , 
and then fcowr’d the Sea of all the Pyrates, 
with which it was much infefted. By this 
Action he mightily enrich’d the Athenians , 
and made them mod expert Sea-Soldiers* 
And how much this conduc’d to the Safety 
of all G-eece, may be eafily gather’d from 
the Pevjian War : For when Xerxes invaded 
all Europe both by Sea and Land, with 
fuch puillanc Armies as no Prince, either 
before or lince his Time, has as yet had ; 
with a Fleet of twelve hundred Men of 
War, attended by two thoufand vi&ualling 
Ships; and Land Forces to the Number of 

feven hundred thoufand Foot and four 
hundred thoufand Horfe; the News of 
whofe Approach being brought to Greece , 
with a Report that his Defigns were chiefly 
againft the Athenians, to revenge his Defeat 

at Marathon , they immediately fent to Del- 
phos to confult the Oracle what would be 
beft for them then to do as to their prefent 
Affairs: Pythia advifes them to fortify 
themfelves with a wooden Wall. The Mean- 

C 5 ing 
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ing of which Anfwer when no body un- 
derftood, Tlxmijlodes thus expounded it; 
telling them, th2t it was the Advice of 
Apollo, that they fhould take their Families 
and their Goods with them into their 
Ships, for thofe the Oracle meant by the 
uocden Wall. Which Counfel they ap¬ 
prov’d of, and they built as many Galleys 
as they had Ships before, and fo carried all 
their Moveables, fome to Salamis, and fome 
to Tro&Lene. Their Tower and their Ima¬ 
ges they deliver’d up to the Care of their 
Priefts, and a few old Men, and fo they 
left the Town. 

This Counfel was very ungrateful to 
molt of the Cities, becaufe they had much 
rather have been engag’d in a Land Wart 
therefore a feleft Company are fent under 
Command of Leonidas, King of the Lactdx- 
monians, to poflefs themfelves of Thermopyfx, 
and to Hop the farther Progrefs of the Bar¬ 
barians ; but they were overpower'd by 
the Forces of fo great an Enemy, and were 
all cut off in that very Place. The firft 
Engagement of the two Fleets (that of 
the Grecians confifting of three hundred 
Sail, whereof two belong’d to the Athe¬ 
nians) was at Artemifiunty between Euboea 
and the Continent. The reafon why 7 %e- 
mijlocles made choice of thofe Streights 
was, left fo great a Multitude might have 
furrounded him. Here, tho’ both Navies 

recreated 
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retreated upon equal Terms, yet the Athe¬ 
nians durft not maintain their Station ; be- 
caufe they fear’d, that if part of the Ene¬ 
my’s Fleet fhould get beyond Euboea, they 
would engage them on both Sides: Upon 
which account they were forc’d to leave 
Artemifium, and fail to Salamis , which is 
over again ft Athens. 

But Xerxes having gain’d fhermopyla ’ 
immediately marched to Athens, where 
meeting wbh no Oppofition, he kill’d the 
Eriefts which he found in the Tower, and 
fired the City : At the News of which the 
Seamen were much terrified; and when 
they durft not ftand to their Colours, and 
’twas the Advice of moft of them, that 
every, one fhould go home to their own 
Houfes, and defend themfelves as well as 
they could within their Walls, themiftocles 
alone flood undaunted, telling them, That 

fo long as they held together in one Body they 
might equal the Enemy; but protefting, if 
once difpers’d they muft ntcejfarily perijb. And 
that that would be their Fate he affirm’d to 
Eur)biades, a King of the Lacedemonians , 
who then was Admiral: Whom when he 
found not to be concern’d fo much as he 
could have wifh’d, he fent one of his Ser¬ 
vants (in whom he could moft confide) to 
Xerxes by Night, to tell him, ‘that his Ene¬ 
mies were upon their Flight; and that if they 
fhould novo efcape, he muft expecl a long and 

C 4 difficult 
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difficult War; for then he would he fired to 
furfue them fingly ; hut if he would now en¬ 
gage them, he might in a jhort time defray 

them all. This Stratagem fo far prevail'd, 
that his own Soldiers were compeH’d to 
fight, tho’ againft their Wills. Whereup¬ 
on Xerxes, not in the leaft fufpe&ing the 
Trick which was put upon him, fell upon 
them the next Day in fo narrow a Sea that 
his whole Fleet could not engage ; a Place 
very difadvantageous to himfelf, but on the 
contrary mighty advantageous to his Eney 
my : So th; t he was conquer’d rather by 
the Policy of T’hemijiocles, than by the Arms 

cf G/ee e. 

Ale no’ Xerxes manag’d this Adh'on ex¬ 
tremely ill, yet after all, he had fo great 
Ref-rves, that even with them he might 
have beaten the Athenians ; but for the pre¬ 
fen t he was iorc’d to retreat. For T’hemi- 
Jhcles fearing left he £hould go on with 
the War, fer.t him word, that the break¬ 
ing down cf the Bridge which he had 
built over the Hellefpcnt was then in Agi¬ 
tation, to exclude his Paflage into Afta j 
and made him believe it. For that Jour¬ 
ney which coft him fix Months Travel 
when he came for Greece, he perform’d the 
very fame way in. lefs than thirty Days at 
his Return ; looking upon himfelf not as 
conquer’d by 1'hemiftccles, but preferv’d. 

Thus by the Policy of one Man Greece 

was 
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was reftor’ti to its Liberty, and Afta made 
fubjed to Europe. This ocher Victory was 
not at all inferior to that at Marathon. For 
here alfo at Salumis , after the fame manner, 
a few Ships defeated the greateft Fleet that 
has been in the Memory of Man- 

Great was Themiftocles in this War, and 
as great in Peace. For when the Athenians 
had only the Phalerk , a fmall and inconve¬ 
nient Port, by his Advice they built a triple 
Haven at Pyraa, and encompafsd it with 
fuch Walls, that it equaled the City in Glo¬ 
ry, and excell’d it in Ufefulnefs. He alfo 

rebuilt the Athenian Walls at his own ha¬ 
zard. For the Lacedemonians having got a. 
plaufible reafon, viz., the Incurjions of the 
Ba, buriaiis, deny’d that any Cicy ought to. 
be built at Peloponnefu', left there fhould be 
any Fortifications which might harbour 
their Enemies; and tnerefore they endea¬ 
vour’d to put a ftor« to their Buildings, 
But their Defigns wen quite contrary to 

their Pretences: For thole two Victories, 

that at Mar athon, and the ocher at Salumis , 
made the Athenians fo conhderablc all the 
World over, that the Lacedemonians were 
afraid they wou’d have contended with 
them for the Sovereignty ; wherefore they 
ufed all means to keep them as low as pof- 
fibly they could. For after they heard, 
that the Walls were begun, they fent Ara- 
bafladors to Athens to forbid their Proceed- 

C 5 iugs. 
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ings. Whilft they were there they defifl- 
ed, and told them that they would fend 
Ambafladors to treat with them about that 
Affair. This Embafly Themiftocks under¬ 
took, and went firft himfelf, ordering the 
reft of the Ambafladors not to follow, till' 
they thought the Walls were high enough. 
In the mean time all the City, of what 
Condition foever, whether Bond or Free, 
aflifted in the Work ,• neither did they fpare- 
any Place, whether facred or prophane, 
publick or private ; but took from all Parts 
what Materials would mod conduce to the 
Fortifications. So that their Walls were 
built with the Ruins of their Temples and 
Monuments. 

Tbemficcler, when he came to Lace da- 
mat, did not immediately defire Audience 
of the Magiitrates, but fpun out the time 
as long as he could, making this his Excufe, 
that he expected his Collegues. But whilft 

the Lacedemonians complain that the Works 
nevertheiefs went on, and that Themifiocles 
endeavoured to deceive them, in the inte¬ 
rim the reft of the Ambafladors arrive ; by 
whom when he was given to underftand, 
that the Fortifications were almoft finifh’d, 

he addrefs’d himfelf to. the Epbori, the 
chief Magiftrates among the Lacedemonians , 
ard told them, 'That what they heard concern¬ 
ing their Fortifications ions falfe, wherefore be. 

thought it but reafcnai/le that they Jhould fend 

fonts. 
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fonts- Perfons of Trufi and Qtiality , to whom 
Credit might be given, to enquire into that 
A fair; and in the mean time they might keep 

him at their Pledge• They granted his Re- 
queit, and accordingly three Ambafladors 
are fent, Men of great Honour and Re¬ 
pute ; on whom Themiftocles order’d his 
Collegues to attend; forewarning them, 
not to fufrer the Lacedamonian Ambaffadors 
to return, till he himfelf was fent back. 
When he thought they were arriv’d at A- 
thensy he waited upon the Senate and Ma- 
giftracy, and told them very frankly. That 
by his Advice - the Athenians had wall'd in 
their Publick, their "Tutelary and Houjhold 
Gods, that they might with the more Eafe de¬ 
fend them from their Enemies (which thing 
was jujlifable by the Common Law of Nations f) 
neither did they do this with a Defign to incom¬ 
mode Greece, fir their City was as ’twere a 
Bulwark againji the Barbarians, having twice 
routed the Perlian Anna a. He told them. 
That they did not act like juft and honefi Men; 
who rather regarded what conduc'd moft to their 
own Greatnefs, than what might be profitable to 
all Greece ; wherefote if they thought ever to 
have thofe Ambaffadors return whom they had 
fent to Ath-ns, they mufl releafe him , other- 
wife they mufi never expel! to receive then,v 
again into then own Country. 

Yet after ail this he could not evade the 
Envy of his Fellow-Citizens. For even 

C 6 the- 
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the * fame Jealoufy which condemn’d Mil- 
tiades, banifh'd 'Themiftodes. After which 
he went to Argo f; where living in much 
Splendor, upon account of his great En¬ 
dowments, the Lacedamonians fent Am- 
batfadors to Athens , with this Accufation 
againft him, That he had made a League with 
the King of Perfia to dtjiroy Greece. For 
which Crime, tho’ abfent, he was con¬ 
demn’d of T’reafou- Which thing fo fcon 
as he heard of, not thinking himfelf fafe at 
Argos , be went to Corcyra ; where utider- 
ftanding that the Governors of the City 
were very fearful left the Athenians and 
Latedxmonians fhould declare War againft 
them upon this account, he fled to Adme- 
tus the King of the Molt (pan t, who had 
formerly entertain’d him. Bur at his firft 
Arrival, not finding the King, that he 
might be receiv’d by him wi-h the greater 
Fidelity, he took his lit L Daughter and 
carried her with him into ti e Sai duary, a 
Cuftom which is vet) Re igioi lit oblcrv’d 
among the Molijfian- ; ana torn thence ne 
would not llir, till the Kuig had g.ven 
him his Hand, ai d receiv’d him into iiis 
Patronage ; which he afterwards taunt, liy 
perform’d. For when he was dcmai.ecd 
by the Athenians and Laudamowans, i.e 

would 
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would not deliver him up, but advis’d him 
to confult his own Safety ; (or Was not 
likely that he fhould be fee a re in a Place fo 
nigh his Enemies. Therefore he com¬ 
manded him to be carried to P)dna, and 
fent a fufficient Guard with him. WHere¬ 
upon he went a Snipboard incognito; but a 
great Storm, which then happen’d, drove 
the Veflfelupon the Ifland Ntxus, whereat 
that time the Athenian A; my lay. ‘The- 
miflocles thought, if they fhould pat in there 
he muft necellariiy peru'h ; fo that by this 
ill Fortune he was forc’d to difeover him-* 
felt’ to the Matter of the Ship, promhing 
great Rewards if he would preferve him. 
Tiie Mailer commiferatin?the C'-'idition of 
■0 great a Man, kept his S i p a'. Anchor for 

a day and a night a good dutancefom the 
lfl ;• d, and would not fi ller an) Man ogo 
one vjf it. From whence he (ail’d to Efbe- 
fus, and there tie landed Tbem.Jlocles, who 
afterwards Efficiently rewarded him for 
his great S-ritce. 

i know that many Authors have repor¬ 
ted mat ‘The miji volet went into A fin whilft 
Xe xe.s was King; but l think Thuc)dales is 
ratiier to be creui-ed, who living about 
that Age, wrote an Hiftory of tnofe Times, 
and was alfo of the fame City ; and he fays, 
thac he came to Artaxerxes, and wrote him 
a Letter aider to is manner : 1 Themiftocles 

am come mto yon » /, uho brought fo many Ca¬ 
lamities 
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lamities by the Grecians upon your Family> 

when l was fore d to make JFdr with your Father 
to defend my own Country. But I did him 
greater Services afterwards , when 1 was fafe , 
and he in danger ; for when he would not go back 
into Afia, after the Battle at Salamis, lfent 

him wordy that it was then in agitation that 
the Bridge which he had made over the Helle- 
fpont Jhould be broken down, and that he Jhould- 
be fur rounded by his Enemies \ by which Aleffage- 
he efcap'd the Danger . But now here I my Jelf 
am come, banijF-d from all Greece, humbly to 
intreat your Alliance; which if I may but ob¬ 
tain, you jhali find me as great a Friend to • you, 
a> I have been a dangerous Enemy to your Fa-- 
ther. But 1 would defire a Tears time to con- 
fidrr of thofe Affairs , concerning which 1 in¬ 
tend to treat with you ; and when that is expir'd, 
to permit me to come unto you* 

The King admiring the Greatnefs of hiV 
Spirit, and being defirous to make fuch a 
Man his Friend, granted his Rcqueft- All 
which time he Ipent in his Studies, and in¬ 
learning the Per flan Language ; in which 
he became fo great a Proficient, that he 
difcours’d the King more elegantly than 
any of the Natives could. And when he 
had made feveral Prcmifes to him, and one 
efpecially of that which was moft grateful, 
•viz,. "The De/lvuchon of Greece, if he would be.- 
pleas'd to follow his Advice: Being'highly 

rewarded by Artaxerxe.^ he. returned 

again 
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again into AJia, and dwelt at Magnefia t 
which City the King gave to him, ufing 
this Expreffion, T hat it would keep him in 
Bread (for the Revenues of that Country 
amounted to fifty Talents yearly), Lampjar 
cum would afford him Wine, and Myuntes 
Vittuals. There remain’d but two Monu¬ 
ments of him in our time; his Sepulcher, near 
the Town, in which he was bury’d, and 
his Statues in the Forum of Magnejia. Con¬ 
cerning whofe Death Authors much differ; 
but 'Thucydides feems to us to be moft au¬ 
thentic!;, who fays, that he dy’d of a Dif- 
eafe at Magnejia. Neither does he deny, 
but there was a Report of his voluntarily 
poifoning himfelf, when he defpair’d of- 
conquering Greece, as he had promis’d the. 
King. The fame Author alfa fays, that 
his Friends bury’d his Bones in Athens by 
Health, becaufe the Laws forbid any one 

to be there interr’d who is condemn’d of. 

' Treafon. 

w 
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R I ST IDES, the Son of L)fi- 
machu<,iw Atheiaan, came ionear 
to 7 ’hemJades, that he conrefted 
his P.e-^miner.ce , wh.cii made 
tnem detract horn each other's 

it 

Reputation ; a• o pave a lull Example of the 
great Power which Eloquence has over In¬ 
nocence : For akho’ the Integrity ot Ariflides 

V’as Cell, that (ror ought we ) et know) he 
was the only Perfon whom tire World has hi¬ 
therto thought lit to entitle the Jufl ; yet 
he was fo run down by 7'hemijlocles, as to 
be condemn’d, by the Oflracifm , to ten 
years Banifhment. Perceiving that the 
angry Multitude would not be appeas’d, he 

yields 
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yields to the Neceflity of his Misfortune* 
At his going off, he obferves one fubfcri- 
bing to his Banilhment, and asks him his 

Reqfen for it ; and what has Ariftides done, 
that he muft be punijtid in fo fevere a manner ? 
The Accufer replies, That indeed he d>d not 
know Ariftides j but was not fit i.fed, that He 
above all Men jhould fo ea, neftly endeavour 
at the Name of Juft. He did not fwy out 
the whole time of his Baniftiment; for, 
within fix years, Xerxes falling into Greece , 
he was recall’d by an Aft of the People. 
He engag’d in the Sea-Fight at Salamis^ 
which was before his Relloration. He led 

up the Athenians in the Battle of Plata*, 
wherein Mardonius was (l.un, and the Per- 
fan Army routed. I find nothing of his 
Exploits in Military Affairs, except in this 
Command ; but the Eftefts of Ins Sinceri¬ 
ty, his Juftice, and his Goodnefs, are not 
eafily related ; particularly, ’twas by his 
Conduft, that, when he and Paufanias 
(who was Commander at the Overthrow 
of Mardonius) were in the fame Grecian 
Fleet, the Dominion of the Seas was tranf- 
ferr’d from the Lacedemonians to the Athe¬ 
nians ; the former, before that time, ha¬ 
ving been Lords both by Sea and Land. The 
Infolence of Paufanias, and the Juftice of 
Ariftides, were the Caufe that mod of 
the Cities of Greece made a Detenfive 
League with the Athenians, and ofter’d to 
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fight under them againft the Persons, if 
there fhould be eccafion. Aviftides was the 
Man pitch'd upon to fettle the Quota of 
each City, for the buildirg of Snips, and 
railing an Army. 'Twas b) his Advice, 
that four hundred and fixty Talents were 
every year laid up at Delos ; which was 
appointed to be the Place of the common 
Treafurv ; but afterwards all the Money 
was remov’d to Athens. As for his Mode¬ 
ration, there can be no greater Proof of it, 
than that whereas he had fo great Prefer¬ 
ments, yet he died fo very poor, that he 
left fcarce enough to defray the Charges of 
his Burial; fo that after his Death ( which 
was about four years after the Banifhment 
of Themiflocles) his Daughters were main¬ 
tain’d at the Charge of the Publick; and, at 
their Marriage, had Fortunes paid them 
out of the common Treafure. 
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AUSANIAS the Lace dxmonian 
was a great Man, but various 
in all Conditions of Life •, for as 

he was confpicuous for eminent 
Virtues, he was nodefs over¬ 
borne by tlie contrary Vices* The Glory of 
that famous A&ion at Platza is afcrib’d to 
him. For in that Fight two hundred thoufand 
chofen Foot, and forty thoufand Horfe, were 
(hamefully beat out of Greece by an inconft- 
derable Handful of Men under his Conduct; 
and their Lieutenant-General, Mardonius 

a Mede, 
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a Mede , the King's * Brother-in-Law, of 
lingular pcrfonal Fortitude and Prudence 
above all the Perjians , left dead on the 
Place. Flufht with the Succefs of this 
Vidcory, his Ambition began to be tamper¬ 
ing, and he carry’d an Eye upon greater 
Deligns. But in the very beginning he met 
with this rub in his way : Having fent to the 
Temple of Delpkos a Golden Tripod, found 
amongit the Spoils, with an Epigram in- 
fcrib’d on it to this Effeft, That by his 
Condutt the Barbarians mere cut off at Plata?*, 
and in Aiknovtledgeme/.t of the littery that Pre¬ 
fers by him dedicated to Apollo ; the Lace~ 
dantcnians caus’d the Verfes to be raz’d 
out, and in their head engrav’d only the 
Names of thofe Confederate Cities as had 

been inftrumental in defeating the Perftans. 

After this, Paufanias was again intruded 
with a common Fleet of the Aflociates 
for Cyprus and the Heiiefpont , to difmantle 
the Garrifcns of the Ba,barians in thofe 
Parts. In which Adventure meeting with 
the like Succefs, he began again to behave 
himfelf more infolently, and aim’d at 
greater things than ever. For in the Sack 
of Byzantium taking many of the Pe.jian 
Nobility, and among them fome of the 

Blood 



* So Gevtr is a!lb tiled by Ju in, -nd in this 
Place cannot be meant othsnviic, beetle has Lady 
wat Xtrxts's SJier. 
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Blood Royal, he remitted them privately 

to Xerxes, and fent with them Gongylus an 
Eretrian, with Letters to the King (as 
'Thucydides delivers) in thefe Words: Paufa- 
nias the Spartan General, underfunding that 
fome taken at Byzantium were nearly related 
to you , has made you a Prefent of them, and 
■withal defires to contract an Alliance with you. 
Wherefore, if you approve of the Profxfals, he 
fues for your Daughter in Marriage, on Condi¬ 
tion that by his means both Sparta and the refl 
of Greece be put into your Hands. If you 
think thefe things worth your Confdera¬ 
tion, fend an approved Mmijler, to whom things 
may be communicated more particularly. The 
King, cxtreamly well fatisfied at the Safety 
of fo many Perfc.iages fo near to himfelf, 
immediately dilpacch’d away Artabaz.us to 
Paufanias with this Anfwcr, That he ap¬ 
plauded the Defign, and def i ed nothing Jhould 
be omitted which might be ferviceable to it ; pro- 
mifing , in cafe it took ejfetl, he would never 
meet a Repulfe in any thing he would fue for. 
Paufanias being inform’d of the King’s Plea- 
fur e, grew fo forward in the Bufinefs, that 
he incurr’d the Sufpicion of the Lacedemo¬ 
nians, who remanded him home ; where 
he was queftion’d for his Lite; but the 
Allegations charg’d upon him amounting 
to no more than high MrJdemeanours, he 

was only fined, and difeharg’d from returning 


to the Navy. 



* 


< 
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Yet, not long after, of his own head he 
went back to the Army, where he follow’d 
fuch indifcreetand rafh Practices as confirm’d 
what hitherto had only been fufpefted of 
him. He laid aiide not only the feverer.Mora¬ 
lities of his own Country, but their Fafhions 
and Drefs. He appeared in Pomp and Splen¬ 
dour like a foreign King; and came into pub- 
lick in the Median Habit. His Perfon was 
guarded by a Retinue of Aledes and Egyptians', 
his Entertainments were after the Perjian 
manner, with greater Luxury than his 
Friends thought allowable ; he was hard of 
Accefs ; he anfwered proudly, and com¬ 
manded cruelly. In fine, he refus’d to return 
to Sparta , but withdrew to Getona, a Place in 
the Country of Treat, where he engaged in 
Meafures deftructive to his Country and 

himfelf. The Lacedemonians being cer¬ 
tified of this, fent Deputies to him with 
the * Scytala; in which, after their manner, 
it was fpecified, That unlefs he immediate¬ 
ly return’d home, they would pafs a Bill of 
Attainder againit him. Upon the Receipt 
of this News he went home, hoping to di- 
fperle the Clouds which hung over him, 
by the Power of his Money and Intereft 
there. But the Ephori fecured him imme¬ 
diately, in the Name and Behalf of the 

Com- 

* A fort otTallv, bv which the General was in¬ 
form'd of then Win. Dcfcrib’d by flat arch in the 
Life oi Lyfander # 
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Community* For by the Conftitution of 
that Government this Power over the 
Prince is repos’d in the Hands of any one 
of the Ephori. However, in fome time he 
got rid of that Grievance, but could not fo 
eafily remove the Sufpicion he lay under; 
for it was ftill miftrufted he dealt underhand 
with the Ring. There are a fort of People 
among the Lacedemonians they call Helotes y 
who are employ’d in manuring the Lands, 
and performing all other Offices of Slaves: 
Thefe alfo it was thought he had endea¬ 
vour’d to debauch to his Defigns with Hopes 
of Liberty. But the Evidence againft him 
being mcerly circumftantial, they deferr’d 
proceeding againft a Perfon of his Name and 
Quality upon Surmifes and Prefumptions, 
till time Ihould make a fuller Difcovery. 

While thefe things were in agitation, 

Argilius (a young Man whom Paufanias had 
formerly defiled to fausfy his unnatural 
Love) being fent by him with a Packet 
to Artaba&us, a Sufpicion ran in his Head, 
that there was fomewhat in it nearly con¬ 
cern’d himfelf ; becaufe he had obferv’d, 
that none who went thither on the like 
Errand had ever return’d back. Upon 
this, breaking up the Seals, he found that 
on the Delivery of the Letters he was to 
have been made away ; belides many things 
re aring to the Tranfa&ions then on foot 
-between the King and Paufanias ; all which, 

■j- 1 with 
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with the Letters themfelves, he immedi¬ 
ately cotnm.nicated to the Ephori. But 
here the . avinefs z\ d Moderation of the 
EacecLtmcniaih is i ot to be pafs’d by, whofuf- 
fer’d not themteivcs to be wrought upon, 
even by fuch Froof, to cake pa jamas into 
Cuitc.dv ; bet forbore to tie ar., Rigour to- 
wards him mi fuch time as his own ver¬ 


bal Evidence (hcuid be rioaucu againft 
himfelf; and accordingly t.wy gave lnllruc- 
tior.s to the D.icx vertr how to manage this 
Affair. Kow there was j. Tvmpie of Neptune 
at 'Ts.rc iris, whicn the Greeks held inviola¬ 


ble : hither the Difcoverer was to fly for 
Sar.uiuarv, ar.d kneel down before the Altar: 

4 

Near th s they had contriv’d a Place under 

ground, from whence any one might hear 
what was difcours’d to Argilius , where 
feveral of the Ephori had privately polled 
themfelves. Paujanias, as foon as he 
heard that Argilius was fLd to the Tem¬ 
ple, haftening after him i great Diftur- 
bance, found i:im on his Knees before the 
Altar; and enquiring into the Occafion of 
that fudden Motion, he open’d to him the 
Contents of the Letters. At .his Paufania/s 
Dillurbance increas’d fo far, hat he in- 


treated him not to diieover cr betray one 


who had formerly defervM fo well of nim ; 
promifmg ror the future, if » a wo..ld gra¬ 
tify him fo far, and be alliu ug to him un¬ 
der the preient Dillrefs, he fliould find it 

of very great Advantage to law.* 

The 


I 
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The Ephori, after this Difeovery, conclu¬ 
ding it fafer to apprehend him in the City, 
returned thither: And Paufanias having, as 
he thought, made up the bufinefs with Ar~ 
giliusy was arriv’d on the Place where it 
was ordered he ftiould be feiz’d; when he 
perceiv’d a Defign out againft him, from 
the Looks of one of the Ephori , who had a 
defire to advertife him of it. By this means 
he got into the Temple of Minerva, call’d 
* Ciialdcecus, a little before his Purfuers; but 
to hinder his Efcape thence, the Ephori 
caus’d the Gates :o be block’d up, and threw 
down the Roof upon his Head, that he 
might have the fpeedicr Death. His Mo¬ 
ther is reported to have been living at that 
time ; and, altho’ then of very great Age, 
when fatisfied of the treafonable Pra&ices 
of her Son, to have brought the firft Stone, 
in order to block up the Entrance into the 
Temple. Thus Paufanias L.lly’d the Glory 
of a great General by an ignominious Death. 
Being taken out of the Rubbifh half dead, 
he immediately expir’d. And tho’ fome 
were for difpofing the Body as was ufual to 
fuch as had been executed, yet the Majority 
were againft it; Co he was bury’d far from 
the Place where he died* However after¬ 
wards, by the Advice ot the Delphick Ora¬ 
cle, he was took up again, and interr’d 
where he ended his Life. 

_D_ 

* Stud, fiys, from her Brazen Temple. 
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1 MO Ny the Son of Miltiades, 
an Athenian , was verv unfortu- 

* 4 

nate in his Youth ; for his Fa¬ 
ther not being able to pay his 
Fine to the People, anddyinga 
Pnfoner ofthc State, Cimon wascommitted to 
the fame Confinement; nor by the Laws of 
Athens could he be releas’d, till he had paid 
the Mui& impos’d on his Father. But he 
had efpoufed his own Sifter Efpinice, not 
f© much to gratify his Afredtion, as to follow 
the Mode of his Country ; for ’twas com¬ 
mon with the Athenians to marry their 

ewn Sifters. One Callias (a Man of a fair 

Eftate, 


i 
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Eftate, but of a mean Extra&ion and Pa¬ 
rentage ; for out of the Silver Mines he 
raifed his Fortune and Wealth) being his 
Rival, made this Propofal to Cimon, that if 
he would yield to a Divorce, and Reiigna- 
tion of her to him, he then would pay his 
Debts. But when Cimon generoufly fcorn’d 
to part with his Wife and Sifter on fuch 
bafe and mercenary Conditions, fhe (out 
of AfFe&ion and Charity to him ) declar’d 
that fhe could not fuffer the Son of the 
great Miltiade f to be perpetually damn’d 
to a Prifon, when it lay in her Power to 
procure his Enlargement. Therefore fhe 
refolv’d to marry Calling provided he per¬ 
form’d his part of the Covenant. 

Cimon having thus obtain’d his Liberty, 
foon became a Chief Minifier of State. For 
he was a great Maftcr of Rhetorick, a very 
generous Perfon, an admirable Civilian, 

and an expert Soldier; for his Father gave 
him his youthful Education in a Campaign. 
Therefore he kept the Citizens in Awe and 
Subje&ion ,• and in the Army he wasalmoft 
abfolute. When he was firft a Commander, 
at the River Strymcn , he routed a vaft 
Body of the Thracians. He built the Town 
of Amphipolis, and planted there a Colony 
of ten thoufand Natives of Athens. At 
Mycale he alfo triumph’d over the Captive 
Cyprian and Phoenician Navy, confiding of 
two hundred Sail. Neither were his Enter- 

D 2 prizes 



3% C 1 M O N. 

prizes by Land that day lefs fignal than 
his Viftory by Sea ; for having made him- 
felf Mailer of his Advcrfaries Fleet, he 
landed his Soldiers, and at one Onfet gave 
a total Overthrow to the Ba; barton Army. , 
Having enrich'd himfelf with the Booty of 
this donqueil, he returned homewards. 
For bow home Blands had rebelled, under 
the Pretence of Tyranny and arbitrary 
Government. Thofe whom he found loyal, 
he confirm’d in their Principles; thofe who 
had traiterouily revolted, he compelled to 
their Duty and Allegiance. He banifhed the 
Dt'lope* from the Cuy and Iiland of Scyrus (the 
prelent Inhabitants thereor) becaufe their . 

Behaviour was ftubborn and obllinate; and 1 
divided their Eftates among the new 
adopted Deuifons. At his Arrival, he de¬ 
feated the Tbajii , who trufled in the For- , 
trels and Sanctuary of their Riches. With 
the Spoils and Ornaments taken in thefe 
Wars the South-fide of the Caflle at Athens 
was beautified. 

When this his profperous Management 
of Affairs lhould have entitled him to the 
greatell Name and Reputation in the City, 
he had the Fate to be envied, as his Father 
was, and other Athenian Worthies; for by the 
Majority of Votes infcribed in Shells (which 
they called OJhactfnt) he was condemned to 
a ten Years Exile. For which unnatural 
Ufage the Athemam fooner exprefs’d Repen¬ 
tance 
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tance than Cimon his Sorrow. For when 
with a generous and undaunted Fortitude 
he bore the Envy of the ungrateful Citi¬ 
zens, and the Lacedemonians had proclaim’d 
War againft the Athenians , they immedi¬ 
ately perceiv’d the Want of fo much ex¬ 
perienc’d Valour and Conduct. Therefore 
after five Years Banifhment he was reftor’d- 
He (becaufe he had been courteouily enter¬ 
tain’d by the Lacedemonians') * efteeming it 
the Intereft of both Cities, the Difference 
fhould be compos’d without the Decifion 
of the Sword, voluntarily went Ambafiadoc 
to Lacedemon , and by his fucccfsful Nego¬ 
tiation rc-inftated the two great Rival Ci¬ 
ties in Peace and Amity. Not long after 
he was com mi (hon’d to go into Cyprus 
with 200 Ships ; and when he had fubdued 
the greater pa« of the Ifland, he fell mor¬ 
tally lick, and died in the Town Citium. 

for many years afterwards the Athenians 

(both in Times of War and Peace) found 
the want of their Patriot. For he was 
fo free and generous a Gentleman, that 
tho he had feveral Farms and Gardens in 
his own Polfeffion, yet he never fubfti- 
tuted Bailiffs with a Defign that they fhould 
preferve the Fruits for him, left any Man, 
that defiled them, might be deprived of his 

__ _ _ D j _ Satis- 

* The Nimsguen Edition of Corn. Ntpos isin this 
Phce follow’d, all the other ImprefTions of this Au¬ 
thor having omitted a material Sentence. 
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Satisfa&ion and Enjoyment. His Footmen 
were always furniflied with ready Money, 
that he might be provided on all occafions 
to relieve the Neceflities of the Indigent, 
left the Delay of his Charity might be mif- 
conftrued a Denial. If he faw any Man 
that had the Misfortune to be in a beggarly 
Habit, he frequently bellowed on him his 
own Coat. He kept io conllant a Table, 
and fuch plenty of Provifion, that he daily 
invited all thole to Dinner (who were not 
pre-engag’d) that he met in the publick 
Places of Afl'embiy. He never refus’d to be 
any one’s Surety, nor denied them his Af- 
fiuance, or the ule of his Goods. Several 
grew rich on his Bounty and Benevolence. 
Many poor Wretches, who left not enough 
behind tnem to pay for their Burial, he 
interr’d at his own Charges. Therefore 
’tis no wonder, if, by this his Carriage and 
Behaviour, his Life was free from Danger 
and Detraction, and his Death untimely 

and lamented. 
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T S A ND E R of Laced&non has 
left a great Name behind him; 
which he rather acquir’d by the 
Kindnefs of Fortune than by any 
valiant Enterprize. It is clear in¬ 
deed, that he gave the Athenians a iignal De¬ 
feat in the twenty-iixth year of their War 
with the Peloponnejian State : * But then we are 
not ignorant how he gain d that VtEiory for it 
was never procur’d by the Prowefs of his 


D 
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own 


* The vulgar Editions read, idjue ratione confecu- 
tus fit latet \ but others are of opinion, that the ori-* 
ginal Copy had, non latet , which laft we follow, as 
molt agreeable to the Author s Defign. 
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own Army, but thro* the unruly Behaviour 
of his Enemies ; who, thro’ their Difobe- 
dience to their Commander’s Orders, and 
by leaving their Ships unmann’d, and being 
diforderly fcatter’d up and down the Fields, 
came at length into the Power of Lyfan- 
cU/s Forces. Thus the Athenians yielded 
themfelves Vaflals to the Lacedamonian Yoke. 
Lyfander> tho’ always feditious before, and 
a itouc Stickler in Factions, yet being puff’d 
up with this late Succefs, he now took fo 

much upon him, that by his means the 
Lacedemonians were render’d extreamly odi¬ 
ous to G,etce. For whereas they had given 
it our, that the only Motive of their War, 
was to take down the too powerful Domi¬ 
nion of Athens; Lyfunder, after having 
made himfelf Mafter of the Athenian Fleer, 
which rode on the River Egos, made it his 
whole bufinefs to keep every City under his 
own Jurifdidion ; all the while pretending 
he did it purely by the Incitement of the 
Lacedemonians. For they who had favour’d 
the Athenians Proceedings being turn’d out 
of Office every where, he fele&ed ten out 
of every City, who were to be intrufted 
with the Sovereign Sway and Power of all 
things; none being received into the num¬ 
ber of thefe, but who would either enter 
himfelf a Member of his Family, or elfe 
would take this Teft, 'that he would be 
•wholly Lyfander’r Creature. 


Thus 
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Thus the Decemvirate being eftabliih’d 
in every City, all things were carried on 

as he pleas’d. For an Example of whofe 
Cruelty and Treachery, it is enough to 
produce a fingle Inftance, that we may not 
tire the Reader’s Patience, by reckoning up 
more of his bafe A&ions. When he return’d 
Conqueror out of Afia , and had vilired 
1 ’hafus by the way, he greatly delir’d 
to demolilh that City, only for its fur- 
paffing Fidelity to the Athenians; as if the 
‘Thajiam would now prove their finned: 
Friends and Allies, who heretofore had been 
their never-failing Enemies- But he fore- 
faw, if he had difeover’d his Intention 
herein, that the Revolt of the 'Tbajians 
would neceflarily have enfu’d, and that 
they would have flood upon their own 

Guard in Defence of their Lives and For¬ 
tunes ■ ' 

Therefore that Decemviral Power, * 

which he himfelj had e, ecled only for his oivn 
ends, the contrary Party pull’d down; 
whereat being grievoufly vex’d and enraged, 
he contriv’d and plotted how to depofe the 
Lacedemonian Kings. B .t he found lie could 
never compafs this Defign without the 
AfliAance of the Gods ; for the Lacedemo¬ 
nians had always accuftom’d themltlves to 

D 5 bring 
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bring every thing to their Oracles Deter¬ 
mination. His firft Attempt was to feduce 
that of Delphi-, but failing there, he ven¬ 
tur’d next upon the Oracle of Dcdcna ; and 
meeting with a Repulfe here, then he nois’d 
it abroad, that he was under an Obliga¬ 
tion of paying fome Vows to Jupiter Am¬ 
mon , thinking to tamper with the A- 
fricans at an eaiier rate. After his Arrival 
into Africa , being buoyed up with thefe 
alluring Hopes, he found his Expe&ations 
mightily fruhrated by Jupiter’s Priefts: For 
to wheedle them into the Acceptance of a 
Bribe, was not only a thing unfeafible, but 
it alfo made them difpatch away their De¬ 
puties to Lacedmncn to accufe Lyfander of 
Subornation. Being impeach’d of this 
Mifdemear.our, he was acquitted by his 
Judges ; and afterwards being fent to re¬ 
lieve the Orchnnenians , he was (lain at He- 
liartus by the Hands of the "Thebans. How 
true a Judgment had been paft upon him 
that Speech difcovers to us, which was 
found in his Houfe after his Death ; in 
which he endeavours to perfwade the La- 
eedamcnians , that after they had null’d the 
Power of their Kings, they would iingle 
him out for their General to carry on the 
War- Now this was penn’d with fo much 
Art, that its whole Frame and Compofure 
feem’d to fuit and humour the oracular 
way of Expreffion and Delivery ; the Pro¬ 
curement 
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curement of which he never queftion’d, re¬ 
lying upon the Strength of his Purle. Cleon 
of Hallicarmjfus is the reputed Author of 

this Copy. And here we muftnot pafs by 
the cunning Contrivance of Fhamabazus , a 
Perfian Lieutenant of a royal Extra&ion. 
For when Lyfander , Admiral of the Navy, 
had been guilty of many cruel and cove¬ 
tous Mifcarriages in the War, and was fuf- 
picious that his Fellow-Citizens had no¬ 
tice of ’em already, he made his Requtft to ■ 
Pharnabaz.Wy that he would bear him wit¬ 
ness before the Ephori , with what Sincerity 
he had manag’d the War, and treated the 
Allies ; and becaufe his Authority and Pa¬ 
tronage would be very ferviceable to him . 
herein, he farther requefted an accurate De-- 
feription of his Integrity in Writing, phnr- 
nabaz,m, afeer his large Promifes, fill’d a 
great Book with many high Exprelfions in 
his Commendation; which after LyJunder 
had perus’d and approv’d, in the very nick. 
of its fealing, Pharnabawis lkly puts down 
another ready feal’d in its place, of a Size 
fo uniform and fo equal to the other, that 
no Eye could perceive the difference ; in ■ 
which was drawn up a very full Impeach¬ 
ment of Lyfinder’s Avarice and Pcrndi- 
oufnefs. After his Return Home, and after 
his Harangue before the Chief Magi- 
Ilrate, as much as he thought fit, upon 
his own Exploits; at lail he produc’d 

D 6 Pharr - 
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PharnabazMi s Book and Gift, as an au- 
thentick Evidence of his unblemi&’d Car¬ 
riage and Deportment. Lyfander being or¬ 
der’d to withdraw, the Ephori employ’d 
the Interval of his Abfence in the Pcrufal 
of this Manufcript, and after full Cogni¬ 
zance of its Defign and Purport, they de¬ 
livered it him to read : So this inconfide- 
rate Man at the fame time read his ows 
Indi&ment, and prov’d it. 
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A LC IB IADES. 


Done into Englijh by Mr. Peers, M. A. of 
Chrift-Church College, Oxon ■ and fuperior 
Beadle of Phyftck and Arts. 


S L C IB IADES was the Son of 

Clintas, an Athenian. Nature 

feems in the Frodu&ion of this 
Man to have exerted the ut- 

__ moft Abilities of her Skill and 

Power; all Authors, who have written con¬ 
cerning him, agreeing in this, that fuch a 
Mixture of the mod eminent Virtues and 
Vices was never found in any other Perfon, 
as in Alcibiades. The Greatnefs and Splen¬ 
dour both of his City and Parentage enno¬ 
bled his Birth: And as for the Gifts of Na¬ 
ture and perfonal Qualifications, he not only 

excell’d 
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excell’d all his Contemporaries in Beauty 
and Comelinefs of Body, but had lilcewife a 
Mind fo richly and varioully endow’d, that 
he apply’d himfelftoall Matters (whether of 
Bufinefs or Pleafure) with unparalIdl’d Dex¬ 
terity. Accordingly we find, that he acquit¬ 
ted himfelt as an excellent Commander both 

bv Sea and Land ; and was lilcewife fo tho- 
✓ y 

roughly accomplifh’d in the whole Art of 
O ratory, that he gain’d the Precedence of 
all others, as well for a powerful Eloquence 
as a graceful Elocution. Altho’ he was ex¬ 
ceeding wealthy, yet could he, when the 
Exigence of Affairs requir’d, endure the 
fevereft Toil and Hardihip; no Man living 
at other times with greater State and Af¬ 
fluence, either in what related to his Table, 
or in his ufual Attendance and Equipage. 
He was moreover extraordinary courteous 
and affable in his Convention, and ob- 
ferv’d to be Maker of an exquilite Art of 
Diffimulation and Compliance with all 
Perfons and Occalions. Laftly, as often as 
he had a Releafe from publick BufinefsJ and 
fome Refpite allow’d from Labour and In¬ 
tention oi Mind, he gave himfelf entirely 
over to Luft and Luxury, being dillbluce 
and intemperate to luch a degree, that 
thole who reflected upon the other Scenes 
of his Life were ftruck with Admiration 
at tne wonderful Diflimilitude and Incon- 
fiftencies of Nature in the fame Perfon ; no 

Man 
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Man being found to differ more from Alci¬ 
biades than Alcibiades himfelf* 

He had his Education in the Houfe of 
Pericles , his Step-father (for fo he is record¬ 
ed to have been); but for his Learning he 
was oblig’d to the Care and Inftru&ions of 
Socrates. So that marrying moreover the 
Daughter of Hippomcus (the * wealthieffc 
Perfon throughout all the Grecian Coun¬ 
tries) if he had been to have made his own 
Choice, he could not have pitch’d upon 
greater Advantages and Endowments, than 
had been freely conferr’d upon him by Na¬ 
ture and Fortune. In his greener Years he 
was belov’d after the manner of the Gre- 
dans , and that by feverai; in the Number 
of whom was his Mafler Socrates, as we 
are inform’d by Plato in his t Sympojhim ; 
where he introduces Alcibiades relating, 
that he lay lajl Night with Socrates, and rofe 
from him in the Morning no other than a Son 

ought 


* Divers Copies have it, Omnium Grtc* Lingua 
Elo'jHPTJtia difertiffunum : But this Teems not very 
confiftent with the high Commendation given al¬ 
ready to Alcibiades upon the (core of Eloquence: 
And therefore the other Leftion [ Omr.ium Gr*co~ 
rum ditijfiwzim ] may be thought more genuine; 
efpecially fince it is collaterally fupported by the 
Authority of Plutarch , who only mentions the extra¬ 
ordinary Riches and high Qrmity of Ibjpo ictis. 

t A Book fo call’d, becaufe it contains Table-Dif- 
courfe and Entertainment. 
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ought to do from his own Father. When he 
came to Maturity of Age, he as induftri- 
ouily profecuted the fame kind of Love to¬ 
wards others, wherein he proceeded as far 
as the * Laws were thought to allow; do¬ 
ing many offenfive and diftafleful things, 
in the way of Humour and f Frolick, 
throughout the Courfe of his amorous In¬ 
trigues ; divers of which might be related 
by us, were we not provided of greater 
Matters, and more fit to be tranfmitted to 
Pofterity. 

In the Time of the Pelopomejian War, his 
Advice and Authority prevail’d with the 
Athenians to break with the People of Sy- 
racufe, and rig out a Fleet againft them. 
For which Expedition Alahiades himfelf 
was alfo chofen fupreme Commander; two 
Collegues being join’d in Commiffion with 
him, Nicias and Lamachus. But before all 
Neceffaries were provided, and the Navy 
in a condition to put to Sea, it happen’d 
one Night, that all the Statues of Mercury 

throughout 

* The ancient Grecs/n: Laws are obferv’d to have 
been too favourable and indulgent to that unnatu¬ 
ral kind of Love. 

t Some of them tnay be feen in 'Plutarch ; parti¬ 
cularly his taking away half the Cup-board Plate of 
his Paramour Ary tus ; who refented it fo little, 
that he only (aid he was oblig’d to him for taking 
but half. 
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J 

*1 


throughout the City ( * except that which 
flood before the Door of Andocides , and had 
from him its ufual Denomination) were 
overturn’d, and thrown down from their 
Pedeftals. Upon this unufual Accident a 
ftrange Confternation feiz’d the Minds of 
the People ; t for they confider’d, that the 
facrilegious Fad had a publick Afped and 
Tendency, and therefore that it muft have 
been committed by no fmall Number of 
Perfons; which made them apprehenfive 
of an aflociated Force within the City, 
able of a hidden to opprefs their Liberty, 

and enflave the Commonwealth. 

% 

No Man was thought more capable of 
heading fuch a Party than Alcibiades , he 
having already attain’d to a greater Power 
and Sway than ufually was., or fafely 

.r-’h':- might 




* This Gircumftance was perhaps taken no¬ 
tice of by our Author ; becauie (is Plutarch tells 
us) Andocides was thereupon not only fufpec- 
ted of having had a principal Hand in the A&ion, 
but committed to Goal, and profecuted for the 
fame, &c; 

t One of the Evidences being ask’d, how he 
difcern’d the Faces of thofe he accus’d ; reply’d, 
by the Moon-light; and tho’ it was anfwered, 
that that could not be, becaufe it was then the 
Dirk of the Moon, vet had not this the leaft 
Influence upon the ftupidly prejudic’d Multitude. 

Pint. 
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might be, in the Hands of any Angle * Per- 

fon ; fo extraordinary was his Influence 
and Authority among the common People; 
many of whom he had won by his frequent 
Largefies, and many more by his Patronage 
and Afliftance in Law-Suits and t Profecu- 
tions. By which Arts he was become fo 
popular, that the Eyes of the Multitude 
were (with a Difregard to the reft of the 
Nobility) continually fix’d upon him when¬ 
ever he appear’d in pubiick ; fo that for 
this reafon to be look’d upon as the princi¬ 
pal Object ct the Athenian Hopes and Fears ; 
all Men efteeming him equally capable of 
promoting the Welfare and Ruin of his 
Country. Beiides this, he lay under the 
Scandal of holding religious Conventicles 
in his Houfe ; which thing in it feif was 
accounted a Crime of the higheft Nature 

among the Athenians ; it being moreover the 

general Opinion, that fuch * Meetings were 

not 


* Privet it i cannot be here applied in the ftrift 
and common Acceptation of the Word to AhibiA- 
de’Sy he being apparently no private Perfon in that 
Senfe ; becaufe the Athenians had themfelves ad¬ 
vanc’d him to a high Station among the principal 
Magiftrates of their Commonwealth. 

t When a Citaiogue of Criminals was brought 
into Court, he would uftnlly ftrike out the Names 
of fuch as he had a deure fnould not be profecuted. 

£ Is there anv thing (fiys Sohi-vo?;) of which it 
may be faid, fee this is new \ it hath been already 
of old time which was before us. 
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not really intended for Devotion, but car¬ 
rying on of Plots and Confpiracies againft 
the State. 

An Indi&ment was * therefore brought 
againft him in open Court; but he confider- 
ing that the Time of his Departure upon 
the Sicilian Expedition drew near, and re¬ 
flecting upon the ufual Proceedings of his 
Countrymen againft abfent Criminals, made 
it his Requeft to be prefently brought to 
a Trial, and not to be expos’d at a diftance 
to the Craft and Malice of his Enemies. 
But thefe, on the contrary, perceiving 
that they fhould not otherwife prevail 
againft him, defifted from profecuting till 
fuch time as they concluded him arriv’d 
in Sicily ; for then they renewed the Accu- 
fation with fo much Vigour and Artifice, 
that he was prefently recall’d by the Ma- 
giftcacy, being order’d to appear, and put 
in his Plea and Defence. Whereupon he 
readily obeying the publick Summons, and 
(altho’ he had the faireft Hopes of having 
the Adminiftration of his Province crown’d 
with Honour and Succefs) going on board 
the Gaily which was fent to convey him to 
Athens , landed at the City of Thurii in Italy. 

But 


* For breaking down the Statues cf Mercury , 
tho' Plutarch tells us, his Accnfation ran for having 

celebrated in a profane and ludicrous manner the 
Myfteries of Ceres and Proferpine, 
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But here, his Prudence prevailing over his 
Refolution, he began to confider the bound- 
lefs Power which the Athtnian Popu¬ 
lace afl'um’d to themfelves, and the Cruel¬ 
ty with which upon fuch Occafions they 
ever treated the Nobility ; and therefore 
judging it more advifeable to withdraw 
from the impending Storm, he made his 
Efcape from thofe who had the Cuftody of 
him, and fted at firft into the Country of 
Elis , and afterwards to the City of Thebes; 
tho’ it was not long e’er he remov'd from 
thence to Lasedxmcn ; Word being brought, 
that Judgment of Death was pafs’d upon 
him, and that his Efiate was confifcated 
to the Commonwealth ; beliaes (as was 
ufual in fuch Cafes) the Sentence of Excom¬ 
munication denounc’d againft him, (the 
Priefts * Eumclpida being thereunto com- 
pell’d by the Multitude) and a Pillar erec¬ 
ted in the mod pubiick Place, with an In- 
feription engraven thereon to perpetuate the 
Memory of this religious Execration. 

Arriv’d (as is aforefaid) at Lacedamon , 
he frequently proteiled, that he had no 
hoftile Intention again ft his native Coun¬ 
try ; but only againil fuch Men as were 
equally Enemies to it and him ; for, being 

fufficiently 


* The SuccelThrs of Funohus, the Son of the 
Poet Mufdut, in that facred Orhce. 
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fufficiently fenfiblc how much his Service 
contributed to the Prosperity of the State, 
they had nevertheiefs thruft him into Exile; 
as evidently preferring their own private 
Revenge before the publick YAlfare. How¬ 
ever, it was not long eAr Ly his Advice 
the Lacedemonians contracted an Alliance 
with the Perfian King, and firm ply forti¬ 
fied Decelia in Attica; by the Garrifon of 
which Place the City or At he,a was re¬ 
duc’d into much the lame Condition as if 
it had been block’d up by a formal Siege; 
fo that the Country of Ionia bang alfo by 
his Endeavours won over from the Intereft 
of the Athenians , the Lacedemonian Arms be¬ 
gan in all Places to prevail and be victorious. 

Yet did not theie their SuccelTes fo much 
increafe their Love, as awaken their Fears, 
and alienate their Affections ftom him; for 
confider-ing him to be a Perfon of the acu- 
teft Parts, and moll experienc’d Prudence 
in all manner of Affairs, and fearing withal, 
left, prevail’d upon by the Dictates of an 
inbred Tendernefs for his native Soil, he 
fiipuld one time or other delert their Ser¬ 
vice, and purchafe a Reconciliation with 
his offended Country, they judg’d it expe¬ 
dient, e’er this ftiould happen, to have him 
privately aiLuinated. This Delign could 
not long be conceal’d from Alabiades , he 
being a Perfon of fo wonderful a Sagaci¬ 
ty, that it was impoffible for any thing to 

efcape 
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efcape his Knowledge ; efpecially when the 
leaft Surmife or Sufpicion had rais’d his 
Jealoufy, and quicken’d his Obfervation. 
Withdrawing therefore privately from La- 
cedemcn, he fled to 7 ijfaphernes (one of 
King Da; 'jus’s Lieutenants) with whom 
altho’ he was e’er long admitted into the 
ftridteft Bonds of Friendfhip, yet being 
much troubled at the riling Greatnefs of the 
Lacedemonians, and the languifhing Condi¬ 
tion into which the Athenian Affairs were 
fallen by their Lodes in Sicily, he contriv’d, 
by fpecial Melfengers, to treat with his 
Fellow-Citizen Pifander (Prsetor or Com¬ 
mander in chief over the Army at Samos ) 
concerning his Pardon and Re-admiflion in¬ 
to his Country ; Pifander s concurring with 
him in an Averfion for the Commonalty, 
and an equal Favour for the Nobles, en¬ 
couraging him thereunto. And altho’ he 
quickly found himfelf difappointed in his Ex¬ 
pectations from tiiis Man, yet was he fome 
time after receiv’d by Thrafbulus, the Son of 
Lycus, into the Athenian Army, which lay 
at Samos, and made a principal Officer in the 
fame; nor was it long e’er, affifted by the in¬ 
fluencing Suffrage of Theramenes, he obtain’d 
a publick Act of Reftitution and Indemnity, 
and was join’d in equal Commiflion with 

him and the forefaid fhrafybulus. 

Under the Command and Conduft of 
thefe three Generals the Face of Affairs 

in 
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in a little time appear’d wonderfully alter’d; 

nay, it was not long e’er the Lacedemonians , 
whofe Arms had hitherto been every where 
triumphant, found rhemfeives oblig’d to 
become humble Supplicants for Peace; and 
that not without good reafon, having been 
beaten in five Land-Fights, and two En¬ 
gagements at Sea; in which Engagements 
their Enemies are recorded to have taken no 
fewer than two hundred of their Trireme- 
Gallies. Add to thefe Succefl'es of the A- 
thenians the Recovery of Ionia and HeUe- 
fpont , with many Grecian Towns feared up¬ 
on the Coaft of Afta. In the Number of 
thofe Cities that were forcibly fubdued 
was Byzantium ; there being divers others 
which were won over to an Alliance by 
the politick Clemency with which all Pla¬ 
ces were treated by them, as they happen’d 
to be fueceflively conquer’d. 

After thefe great Atchievements the 
three Generals returned to Athens , bringing 
back an enrich’d and victorious Army ; the 
fame being equally laden with Spoil and 
Glory. But as foon as they were enter’d 
into the Harbour of the * Pneeum , the City 
being in a manner deferred by its Inhabi¬ 
tants, 


* It lay at a confideiibbj Jiitar.ce from the City, 
to which it was join'd by a- ftrong "Wall. See tbe 
Life of ‘Lbemijlocles. 


58 Alcibiades. 

tants, To great was the Confluence about 
Aktbiades* s Gaily, that the Sight and Re¬ 
ception of him alone feem’d to have drawn 
forth the gazing and tranfported Multitude; 
who at this time firmly believ’d, that the 
prefent happy and late calamitous Condi¬ 
tions of their Affans were both entirely 
owing to him ; yet blaming themfelves for 
the lofs of Sicily, and the vi&orious Ex¬ 
ploits of the Lacedjrmmians , fince the fame 
were wholly to be imputed to the Expul- 
fion of fo brave a Man out of their Common¬ 
wealth. Nor indeed was this an ill-ground¬ 
ed Opinion, feeing that from the very time 

of his Re-admiflion into Command, their 

•Enemies could never prove an equal Match 
for them either by Sea or Land. 

No fooner was he come on Shore, but 
(without the lcaft notice taken of “Thera * 
menes and Tir afybulus, who landed at the 
fame time, and had a joint Intereft with 
him in the late Achievements) the whole 
Body of the People crowded up towards 
Aktbiades; many of them prefenting him, 
according to their different Abilities, with 
Coronets of Gold or Brafs ; an Honour 
never done before but to fuch as were 
Vidors in the Olymptck Games. Calling to 
mind his forepaft Sufferings, he could not 
abftain from Tears as lie received thefe kind 

Teftimonies of Reconciliation from his Fel¬ 
low- 
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Jow-Cimens ; and as foon as he came into 
the City, a folemn Ailembly being held, he 
made To paflionate a Speech to them, that 
he forc’d the natural Expreffions of Sorrow 
in equal abundance from the Eyes of alf 
that heard him ; thofe even of the moft un¬ 
relenting Temper among them lamenting 
his hard Ufage, and declaring themfelvet 
utter Enemies to fuch as had procured his 
Eanifhmen't: So that any Man,who had been 
a Stranger to their Affairs, would certainly 
have concluded, that fome other People, 
and not the very fame Perfons by whom he 
was now furrounded, had pafs’d the former 
fevere Sentence, anti condemn’d him of Sa¬ 
crilege. Hereupon his Eftate, which had 
been confifcated, was reftored to him by 
publick Edi£t ; the Priefts Etimolptdx being 
alfo commanded to take off his Excomuni- 
cation, and the Pillars on which the fame 
had been engraven, to be thrown into the 
Sea. 

Thefe obliging Smiles of kindeft Fortuntf 
were of no confiderable Duration to Aid- 
hades ; for when the higheft Honours had 
by folemn Decree been conferr’d upon him, 
the Conduct and Management of all Affairs, 
both civil and military, being put into his 
Hands, and Thrafybulus and Adimantus at 
his Requeft aflign’d him for Collegues, paf- 
fing over with a Fleet into Afta i and fight- 

E " ing 
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ing unfuccefsfully at * Cima, he fell again 
into the Difpleafure of the Populace. The 
Reafon hereof was, that they univerfally be¬ 
liev’d him able to accomplifh whatfoever j 
he took in hand; fo that every ill Succefs 
was imputed to his Negligence or Trea¬ 
chery ; to the latter of which they attribu¬ 
ted the unprofpercus Attempt made upon 
Cuma ; none of them doubting, but that he j 
could have taken the Place, had he not ! 
been corrupted to the betraying of his Truft 
by the Perjjan King. Indeed the principal | 
Caufe of the feveral Calamities that befel 
him, feems to have been the extravagant 
Op inion that all Men had conceiv’d of his 
Valour and Prudence; from whence fprung 
the two different Paffions of Love and Fear; 
and from whence at length it came to be 
generally dreaded, left, puff'd up with his 
great Saccedes, and fupported by as great 
Riches, he ftiould grafp at the-Sovereignty, 
and endeavour the enilavmg of their free 
State. 

Thefe were the Confiderations that in¬ 
duced them to pafs a Vote for depriving 
him, tho’ abfent, of his high Office, and 

fub- 


* Yet are v.e told by others, that the mod fatal 
Mifcarriage in this Expedition happen’d upon the 
Coaft of [cr.ia ; v, here Antlochtts (a hot-headed 
Vice-Admiral) in Abfence, and con¬ 

trary to hn exprefs Command, engaging the Lrce- 
jUwtvnf; fleer, v,as f.mnuly beaten by the fame. 
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fubftituting another in his Place; the New* 
whereof being brought to Alcibiades , he 
judg’d it not expedient to return Home i 
and therefore pafling * over to Perinthus , 
he compleatly fortified the three ftrong 
Holds of Bornos , Bifanthe , and Macronteicbos ; 

and from thence marching with a fufficient 
Body of Men, he feems to have been the 
fir ft Grecian that made an Inrode into the 
Countries of ‘Thrace-, and this he did, as 
being unwilling to infell any part of Greece , 
and judging it more honourable to enrich 
himfelf with the Spoils f of the Barbarians ; 
by which means lie not only made great 
Acquifitions in Wealth and Reputation, 
but obtain’d of certain 'Thracian + Kings 
to be admitted into their Friendihip and 
Alliance. 

But by no kind of Fortune could Alcibi~ 
ades’s Soul be divefted of a tender Affeftion 
for his native Country ; and this he fuffi- 
ciently manifefted about this time, by the 

E 2 Ad- 


* With certain Forces rais'd and maintain’d at 
his own Charge. Pint . 

t This Word has been a long while us’d to fig- 
nify lavage* illiterate and unciviliz/d ; but was at 
firft apply'd by the haughty Grech?;s ( is a Term of 
Diftin&ion) to all Nations whatfoever that fpoke 
not their Language. 

± His Incuvfions and Depredations being (as \ve 

are inform’d by Plutarch') made upon a fort of free 
People, and fuch as were fubjeft to no King. 
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Advice given to Pbilccles , Commander in 
chief over the Athenian Fleet in the River 
JEgos ; Lyfander the Lacedxmmian Admiral 
lying at no great didance from him, and 
defiring by all means to prolong the War; 
becaufe he knew that the Athenians had 
nothing left befides their Weapons and 
Gallies (their publick Exchequer being quite 
exhaufted) and that the Forces of his own 
Country at the fame time were fupported 
and maintain’d by a conftant Supply of Mo¬ 
ney from the Perf.an King. Neither were 
thefe things conceal’d from Alcibiades , who 
therefore coming to the Athenian Army, 
fpoke publickly in the hearing of the com¬ 
mon Soldiers to this effect: That if they 
flens’d to accept of his Service, he made no doubt 
of forcing Lyfander, with his whole Fliet, to 
come to the Decifion of a Battle , or elfe to make 
fttbmifftve Overtures of Peace• 'That the Lace¬ 
daemonians we', e indeed unwilling to run the 
Hazard of a Sea-Fight, becauje their main 
Strength and Confidence lay in their Land-Forces ; 
but that he could eafily prevail with Seuthes, 
the Thracian King, to drive them from Land ; 
and that then they would be neceffitated, either 
to come to fair Terms of Accommodation with the 
Athenians, or venture all upon the doubtful 
Jffue of an Engagement at Sea. 

This Advice, as it was not really diflik’d, 
fo neither was it embrac’d by Philocles; 
who well knew, that if Alcibiades wer« 

•}■ admitted 
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admitted to a Conjunftion with him, he 
himfelf fhould be but an empty Cypher in 
the whole Aiftion ; and let the Event prove 
profperous, or otherwife, that on the onO 
hand, he fhould have no fhare in the Glory ,- 
and on the other, no Partner in the Dip- 
credit and Ignominy of fuch an Underta¬ 
king. Alcibiades therefore, finding that hiS 
Coun Pel was not accepted, told Phi lodes at 
his Departure, that-"he would only leave 
this fhort Caution with him, to lie as near 
the Enemy as might conveniently be with 
his naval Camp; and to take care, left, by 
the LicentiouPnePs and loofe Difcipline of 

his Soldiers, the Lacedxmmtam fhould have 
an Opportunity put into their Hands of 
furprizing his Fleet, and ruining the whole 
Army. Nor did the Event prove this a 
groundlePs Appreheniion , for fhortly after, 
L)finder being inform’d by his Scouts, that 
the main of the Athenian Forces were gone 
afhore, and were eagerly employ’d in ha- 
rafliug and plundering the Country (their 
Ships in the mean time being left almoft 
empty and defencelefs,) by one brisk and 
fudden Attack gave their Navy a * total 

E 3 Over- 

- ‘ iii " ji_ — m — i mm — - — 

* Conon efcap’J only with eight Gullies on; of 
about two hundred (if we believe Flat ivc- \ tho" 
our Author in the Life of Co?:9?? mentions it as 2 
great Unhappinefs to the AtJ:e??i.vn y that he was 
abfent at the time of that .Engagement. However 
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Overthrow, and put an unexpected Period 
to the War. 

After this fatal Blow receiv’d by the A- 
ihenians, Alcibiades judging it unfafe for 

him to make any longer ftay in thofe Parts, 

withdrew into the more inward Regions of 
Thrace, lying above the Propontis; not 
doubting but in fuch a Place his Fortune 
and Quality might eafily be kept undif- 
cover’d. But it was not long e’er he found 
that he was miftaken ; for a Body of ‘Thra¬ 
cians, who had Information of his great 
Wealth, placing themfelves in Ambufcade, 
furpriz’d and plunder’d all his Carriages ; 
wherefore, having himfelf narrowly efcap’d 

out of their Hands, and confidering that 
(by reafon of the great Power and Autho¬ 
rity of the Lacedemonians') no part of Greece 
could afford him a fufe Retreat, he fled 
into Ajia to PI: ant abacus, who was pre¬ 
sently fo taken with his courteous Deport¬ 
ment and obliging Addrefs, that the firffc 
Place in this great Man’s Favour feem’a to 
be given to Alcihiades; who Shortly after re¬ 
ceiv'd from him, as a Special Teftimony of 
Aft'edtion, the Fortrefs of Grunium in Phry¬ 
gia i 


this was, certain it is, that the Atler-lans were 
hereupon little lefs than abfoiutely conquer'd, L>- 
fa?td*r ihortly after taking the City of Athens it fell’, 
and putting the Government thereof into the Hands 
ef thirty fpecial Maglftrates of his own Choice and 
Appointment, 



A L C I B I A D E S. 6 S 

giaj the Caftellany whereof yielded him no 
lefs than fifty Talents yearly Income. 

But this plentiful Fortune brought no 
real Contentment to Alcibiades ; of which 
his Mind was abfolutely uncapable, fo long 
as the Athenian continued in Subjection to 
the Lacedamonian State. The whole Bent 
of his Soul was therefore towards the deli¬ 
vering of his Country from that inglorious 
Yoke and Bondage. But this he forefaw 
could not be effected without the Affiftance 
of the Perfian King, whofe Amity was 
therefore to be procur’d in the firft place ; 
and of that he allur’d himfelf, if he might 
but obtain free Accefs to his Perfon. For 
having fecret notice of the * War intended 
againft the King by his Brother Cyrus , 
with the Affiftance of the Lacedemonians , 
he queftion’d not, but by difcovering this 
Confederacy, he fhould purchafe to himfelf 
the higheft degree of Favour and Afteftion- 

While Alcibiades was contriving how to 
put thisDefign in execution (having already 
requefted of Pharnabaz,us, that he might be 
admitted into the Prefence of the King,) 

E 4 Critias 


* Oar Author does r.ot term it a Rebellion or 
Confpiracy, bee a ufe Cyrus was no Liege Subject to 
Artaxerxes, their Father Darius (as we are told by 
Jufthi) having by Will given the former the ab- 
folute Sovereignty of thofe Territories over which 
he hid before prelided as his Lieutenant, 
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Critias and the re It of the Athenian '* Tyrants 
difpatch’d certain Meflengers into Afia, by 
whom they gave Lyfander to underftand, 
that the Articles agreed upon between him 
and the Athenians muft be ratified by being 
Peal'd with the Blood of Alcibiades ,• and 

that the Death of that Man was to be par- 

fu'd by him, as he tender'd the Eftabliih- 
ment and Perpetuity of his own Exploits and 
Conftitutions- Li finder was fo far wrought 
upon by this politive f Meilage, that he 

refolv'd 


* He meins the thirty Magiftrates fet over 
the Athenians hv Lxfander , and call’d by them 
Tyrants ; a Name originally not only of innocent, 
bat mod honourable Signification, being us'd limply 
for a King, or fupreme Governour, and apply’d 
by the Grecian Poets even to Jupiter , and the reft 
of their kindeft and beft refpefted Gods; but by a 
Republican Abufe of the Word brought to connote 
the greateft Cruelty and Oppreflion ; tho’ the Truth 
is if a Man would be acquainted with Tyrants and 
Tyranny in that Senfe, (in which indeed the Words 
hive long ago univerfaily obtain’d) he may moft 
probably find them where thirty or forty, or per¬ 
haps rather (is feme Nations have fadly experienc’d) 
three or four hundred Perfons are (by what means 
foever) poiTefs’d of the Sovereign Power. 

T Tnis mult betaken not fora Menace, but a piece 
of Advice from the thirty toLv/h/.dcr, their Iniereft 
and his being embark’d in the fame Bottom ; and 
they (is may be collected from Pint Arch) beginning 
now to be appiehenlive of- no fmall Danger from 
Alcibi.ides , whom they perceiv’d (tho* in Kxile) to 
be in a fair w ay of recovering his former Jifteem 
aud Authority yith the common People. 


A L C I B I A D E s,. 67 

refolv’d to deal effectually with Pharmbazm ; 
and therefore font him exprefs Word, that 
the Alliance between his King and the La¬ 
cedemonians fhould be null and void, unlefs 
he took care that Alcibiadss , either alive or 
dead, were deliver’d into their Hands; 
wherefore the Perftan Governour (prefer¬ 
ring his Matter’s Intereft before all the 
Laws of Humanity and Friendfhip) imme¬ 
diately employ’d Sufamithres and 1 Bagoas to 
furprize and murther him as he lay in Phry¬ 
gia, and was * providing for his Journey to 
the King- Thefe Aflaffins arriv’d accord¬ 
ingly with great Speed and Expedition at 
the place of his Abode ; and not daring 
openly to affault him, they fet Fire on the 
Houfe wherein he lay ; as hoping to ac- 
complifli by Stratagem what their Courage 
defpair’d of effecting. And yet had they 
jike to have been dilappointed in their Ex¬ 
pectation ; for A lei biades being rouz’d by the 
crackling of the Fire, and miffing his Sword, 
(which it feems had been privily conveyed 

E 5 away) 


* Others fay, that being inform’d 

of Cyrus's Defign by Aiab'iad’s (who had in vain de¬ 
fied by his means to have Ad million to Artax.erxes 3 
and was therefore about giving notice of the fame 
to another of the King’s Lieutenants) refolv’d to 
have him cut off, that fo the Merit of the Difco* 
very might be wholly, his own*- 



A 


tci 
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away) he took the Dagger of his * Friend 
and Companion (a certain Acadian that 
lodged with him, and could never be in¬ 
duc’d to defert him in his lowed Condition,) 
and bidding him follow after, pafs’d boldly 
through the Flames; the Violence whereof 
•was fomewhat abated by the throwing in 
offuch Clothes and Houfnold-Stuft'as came 
next to hand. But before he could make 
his Efcape, and get quite off, he was over¬ 
taken and flain by the t darted Weapons 
of the diftant Aifaflins; by whom his Head 
being earn’d away as a welcome Prefent 
to Fbarnabaxu!, an affectionate £ Female 
(the conftant Sharer both of his good and 
bad Fortune) 100k the Body, and wrap¬ 
ping it in her own Veftment, committed 
it to the Flames , the Lme Fire that had 
in vain been kindled for his Deftrifotion 
when alive, being now con\erred to the 
kinder Ufes of a Funeral Pile. 

Thus died Alabiades , about the for¬ 
tieth Year cf his Age; a Perfon of whom 

we 


* Tho’ cur Author terrrs him Hofpes and 
t:s (which hil Word may indeed he taken to fignify 
a menial bervar.f. vet by what follows (viz. eui 

* * j y 

r. ar> - :<m di //c rer-' z-luer.it') he fhould feem before 

j * S 

this time to have wen: off thofe inferiour and di¬ 
stant Re hi lions. 


t He a. - ilain w ith Ddrts and Arrows, fays Tint, 
± 'T:ir.iu:drA . tuprchd by many to be the Mother 
Lais, the. famous Qoihibian Courtezan*. Hut*. 
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we find but a fcurvy Cnaradter given by the 
generality of Writers ; yet has he obtain’d 
the higheif Commendations from three very 
grave and authentick Hiftorians ; Thucydides, 
his Cotemporary ; Theopompus , a fomewhat 
more modern Author; and Tnnxus ; the 
two latter of which were Perfons of the 
moll cenforious Humour, and obicrv’d (by 
I know not what ftrange Fate) to have 

concurr’d in the Praifes of no other Man 

but Alabiades. For even by them are the 
• ^ 

fame advantageous Particulars deliver’d 
concerning him, which are already related 
by us, and to which may moreover be added, 
from the fame Writers; That being born in 
Athens, a City for St me and Grandeur fecond 
to none, he out-went the nob left of hit Fedoiv-Ci¬ 
tizens in Splendoti, and Magnificence of Life ; 
and yet when driven from hence he arriv'd at 

Thebes, he fo far comply d with the Genius of 
that People (the Boeotians in general employ¬ 
ing their time in acquiring a robuft Habit 
of Body, and not improving the Faculties 
of the Mind) that Ik- cxcelFd them all as well 
in Strength and Firmnefs of Lambs , as i:t 
the a fully undergoing the me ft tafom Labour. 
When he came among the Lacedaemonians,. 
who account it the high-eft pityh of Virtue to en¬ 
dure fuch .:/ Hardgxp , he fo , eadily ac- 
towm/duted himf f to their pan::- mu' < 
Living, that ta i l,tile tinea ; : tad n s 


f 

h i s 

y>y Abjituf.'H? a.id either la 

h 6 Gui U- 
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Garb or Diet. After this , dwelling among tU 
Thracians, a People generally addihled to the 
Enjoyments of Love and IVine; even here had 
he alfo the Precedence allow d him beyond Co?n- 
petition: And coming at length into Perila, 
where Labour and Liduftry in Huntings and 
Luxury and Exceft in Feeding , are of great eft 
Reputation , he acquitted himjelf to the Admi¬ 
ration of all Men . So that wberefeever he came y 
he get the general Love and Refpetl of the Peo¬ 
ple i being prefently accounted the moft accom¬ 
plished Perfon for fucb Qiialiftcatiom as were 
in every Country of higheft Eft hn at ion . But 
enough of this 'Man ; let ns now proceed to 
give an account of others. 



THE 






HRASTBVLUS, the Son of 

Lycus, and by Birth an Atheni¬ 
an., was a Pcrfon whom I fhould 
not flick to place in the Front 
of all the Grecian Worthies, if 
liis Fortune had been any way anfwerable to 
his Deferts. Without doubt he out (hone 
them all in Fidelity, Refolution, Greatnefs 
of Soul, and an inviolable Affection for his 
Country. And altho’ many boafled them- 
felves born of more antient Families, yet 
none outftripVl him in any other Accom- 
plifhment of a great Man. Whoever 
refcues his native Country from the Op- 

preffion of one Tyrant, does fo brave an 

Addon, 
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Action, that many Men have attempted, 
but few have had the Honour of atchieving ; 
yet was it this Man’s good Fortune 
to free his, groaning under the intolera- 

' C 1 # kJ 

bie Burthen ot thirtv at once. His Va- 

lorn was firft fledg’d in the Peloponnejian 

War j where being in a joint Commiffion, 
he did man;, greac Exploits without Alci- 
biades. tho’ ALibiades did nothing without 
him, all his Addons exprefling an ardent 
D elire to promote the good of tire Com¬ 
mon-wealth. But in pitch’d Battels the 
Strength and Number of Forces is as much 
to be reiv’d or. as the moil: excellent Con¬ 
duct ; and the private Soldier juftly claims 
a fnare in the G ory of the Abtion with the 
Commander. B,tides, Fortune fometimes- 
lets them know, thar Succefs depends nei¬ 
ther upon one, nor the other ; but is folely 
at her Dilpofal. Wherefore, the molt 
glorious ot all Actions Thro))bnlus may 
juftly claim to be properly his own 5 for 
when Athens was miferably hurafs’d and 
torn by the Arbitrary Proceedings ot thole 
thirty Burgomafters, fet up (as it were 
a Council ct Stu:e) by the Lacedemonians, 
during whole urconrrolabie Sway, many of 
the eminent Citizens were kill’d, forne 
(prefer:’a by Fete from the Danger of the 
War; were bam fif’d, and many others had 
their Elutes coufifcated and divided 

among! I 
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amongft the Ufurpers ; he only ( rot a< a 
General, but) fingly proclaim'd e-en ar 
againil them; and when i;e ft. a io , h\le 

(the ftrongeft anti bell for. dr d C.itie in 

Attica) he had fcarce • hirty Confede¬ 
rates. So weak were the Foundations of 


the Delign by which the Liberty of that 
Illuftrious City was aliened. He was not 
defpicable for his Perfon and Parts, but 
was contemn’d for his inconsiderable Party; 
which at laft prov’d of great Confequence 
to lnm; as the accomplishing his Delign 
for tiie Relief of his Country, and the 
utter and final Ruin of its Enemies. For 


they, lull’d in their own Security, negledted 
a Speedy and vigorous Profecution; and 
consequently gave him a longer time to 
make himfelf more confiuerable both for 


Men and Money. Whence is evinc’d the 
Truth of that common Axiom, In War no 


Advantage is to be fliyt ; and is not without 
reafon fa-id, 'The Mother of a Coward need never 
fear. Yet all this while Tbrnfybulus 3 S 
Supplies and A’ffiftances bore no proportion 
to his Expectations. For even in thofe 
Days Men were morelavifli of their Words 
than Actions, and more hotly diSputcd 
their Liberty with their Tongues than their. 
Swords. From Phyle he march’d to Pyr.eum, 
and fortifies Muni chi a ; which Place his 


Enemies twice attempting to take by 

Storm, in two general Afiault c , were as 

often 
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often beat back with confiderable Damage 
and at laft forc’d to retire into Athens with 
the Lofs of ail their Arms and Baggage. 
I’hrajshtilus in the mean time manages his 
Adair with as great Willlom as Courage, 
and commands that Quarter fhould be given 
to all thole who would accept it; faying, 
it was but reafonable, that Fellove- Citi¬ 
zens jbculd /pare cr.e another. Neither in¬ 
deed was there any Perlon hurt afterwards, 
but thole who continued in a Pofture of 
Hoftility. He fuft'er’d none to be ftript of 
their Cloaths, nor touch’d a part of the 
Plunder, only Arms (for which he had 
urgent occaiion)and Victuals. In thisfecond 
Conflict fell Critias, the primier Burgo- 
mafter, after he had fought valiantly. 
Cntias being (lain, Paufvtias, King of the 
Lace damn; ans, comes to the Affiftance of 
the Athenians ; and at length concludes a 
Peace between both Parties on thefeTerms: 
Fiat, That no Citizen (except the thirty 
Tyrants , and the ten Pretors, who exactly 
copied thofe Originals of Cruelty in their 
Actions) fhould fuller Banifhment. Se- 

condlv. That no perfon’s Eflate fhould be 

+ * 

iboueiter’d. And thirdlv, That Demo- 

A W ~ 


cracv fhould be re-eftabhfh’d, and the So- 
* . . , 

vereign Power remain in the Hands ot the 
People- Or.e more remarkably great Adioti 
of his we mult by no means forget: When 
Peace was fettled, and he bore a 
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great Sway in the City, he enadted a Law, 

that no Man Jbonld be accus'd, or any way pu- 
nijh’d, for any thing that tons pafl. This was 
afterwards call’d an Acl of Oblivion. But 
not l'atisfied with the bare enabling of fuch 
a Law, he took a mighty care in the juft 
and ftridt Execution of it; and check’d 
fome of the Partakers of his Mifery in Ba¬ 
rn foment, who would have made Havock 
of thofc Men they had fo lately receiv’d in¬ 
to Favour. For thefe great and illuftrious 
Actions, Fhrafybulus was honour’d by the 
People with a Coronet made of Olive 
Branches; a mean Reward indeed, but 
attended with thefe Advantages, that it 
was in no manner extorted, but a volun¬ 
tary and hearty Teftimony of the Peoples 
Affedtionand was therefore an Honour 
free from the Detractions of Envy or Emu¬ 
lation. For as Pittacus (a Man juftly regi- 
fter’d in the Catalogue of the leven Wife 
Men ot Greece) well obferv’d to the Mity- 
lenxansy when they would have given 
him many thoufand Acres of Land for a 
Reward; Don't ye, fays he, give me fo no¬ 
ble a Prefent, that many will envy, and more 
will covet; I will only accept of an hundred 
Acres, which is fuffeient to Jhew your good 
Will, and my own Modefly. Great Favours 
are often fnatcht away, whilfi little ones, belovo 
Envy, are longer enjoy'd. Fhrafybulus there¬ 
fore, highly pleas’d with this petty Crown, 

fought 
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fought no other Satisfaction ; but look’d 
upon himfelf to be as much honour’d as 
any of his Cotemporaries. In procefs of 
time, going Admiral to Cilicia> and his 
Soldiers being very remifs when they 
were upon their Guard, he was in a Sally 
furpriz’d in his Tent, and flain by the Bar - 

tartans. 



* 


THE 



Done into Englifh by Mr. Jenefar of Mag¬ 
dalen College, Oxon. 



O NO 2 V, an Athenian , became 
great in the Efteem of the Com¬ 
mon-wealth at the Peloponnejian 
War; where his Conduct was 


fignally heroick* For he was 
Captain-General of the Land-Forces, and 
Admiral at Sea, and perform’d noble At- 
chievements; which made him the Darling, 
of the People, who conftituted him Gover¬ 
nor ot all their Wands; in which Commidion 
he took Phara, a Colony of the Lacedxmo- 
nians. He was alfo Captain-General in me 

« A _ - ^ .. . m t T^l i* 


ef. 


the 
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the Athenian Army was deitroy’d by Lyfm - 
der at the River JEgcs. But Conon was not 
in Perfon at that Battel; from whence may 
be concluded the Misfortune of that fatal 
Day. For he weigh’d every Military 
Action, and was even jealous in acquitting 
himfelf like a General. Which makes it 
highly probable,-that his perfonal Valouc 
and Conduct might have diverted that Maf- 

facre of the Athenians. 

Yet in this lad Deftruftion, when he 
heard the Groans of his Country, he con- 
fulred not his own Safety and Retirement, 
but the Relief of his difconfolate Country¬ 
men. He haftned therefore to Pbarnabaz,us t 
Lieutenant of Lnia and Lydia, who was 
Son-in-Law to the King; into whofe Fa- 

r 

vour he iniinuared himfelf, tho’ not with¬ 
out great Intrigue and Hazard. For when 
the Lacedaemonians ( Athens lying gafping) 
had broke their League which they had 
made with A,taxerxes, and had fent Age- 
f.Lw.s with an Army into Afia (where he 
was often carefs’d by Ttjjaphernes, who was 
formerly the Familiar of the King, but had 
revolted from all the Endearments of his 
Prince, and combin’d with the Lacedzmo- 
nians) ; Pkarn.ibaz.us march’d againft him as 
General, the’ in reality Conon was chief, 
and his warlike Judgment controlled the 
whole Council. He ftopt the career of Agefi- 

Iras , that fo much renown’d Captain, and 

con- 




C O N O K. 79 

confounded all his Stratagems ; and ’twas 
the wife Conduit of Canon which prevented 
Agefilaus from renting that part of Afta on 
this fide ‘Taurus from the Perftan Empire. 
Ageftlaus being remanded Home by the La- 
cedxtnonians , who were embroil’d in a War 
with the Boeotians and Athenians , Conon took 
that Opportunity to ingratiate himfelfwith 
the Perftan Nobility, and foon became their 
only Oracle. 

At this time the Malecontent Tijfaphernes 
had quitted the Court, of which the King 
was only incredulous ; fo great a Share had 
Tijfaphernes in the royal Favour, tho’ in 
this very time of his difloyal Villany. Nei¬ 
ther is it ftrange, that the King was un¬ 
willing to miftruft this his Creature, when 
he call’d to mind, that by his Prowefs he 
quell’d his Brother Cyrus. Therefore Conon 
was fent by Pharnabazus to accufe Tijfa¬ 
phernes before the King ; who being arriv’d, 
according to the Cuftom of the Perfans, 
he came to Tithe aufles , a Tribune and prin¬ 
cipal Officer of State, requeuing that he 
might be introduc’d; without which Cere¬ 
mony none are admitted. To whom Ti¬ 
the aufles faid, there fhould be no Delay : 
But (faid he) you muff confult whether it 
were better to have an Audience, or to fig- 
nify your Bufinefs by Letter; for if you 
come into the royal Prefence, you muft fall 

down before the King, which they call 

* Divine 
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* Divine Homage: But if you cannot com¬ 
ply with this, trull me to interceed for 
you, and you fhall certainly attain your 
Defire. Then Canon reply’d, I could very 
chearfully pay any Honour to the King; 
but I fear left it fliould be a dishonourable 
Blemifh to n'.y Country, if I fhould profli- 
tute my felt to the Slavery of a Bar- 
lari an, who came from that People who 
by Nature are accuftom’d to govern. He 
therefore deliver’d his Bufinefs in a Let¬ 
ter ; which being made known to the 
King, he was fo taken with his command¬ 
ing Deportment, that he proclaim’d Tijfa- 
p hemes a Traitor, ccmmiilion’d Conan to 
light the Lacedemonians, and to eledt 
whom he pleas’d to raife Money for the 
War. Which Choice Canon modeftly de¬ 
nied to be in his Province, but in the King’s, 
who beft underftood the Condition of his 
People; yet that it was his humble Advice, 
that he would confer that Office on Phar- 
uab. ZjUS' After this, being honour’d with 
great Prefer.ts, he was commiffion’d to Sea, 
that he might convey the Galleys to the 
Cyprians, Phoenicians , with the other Port- 
Towns ; and that he fhould rig a Navy, 
to fecure the Seas the following Summer; 
in which Commiflion Pham abacus was his 

Collegue, 


* Cr<ci vocant t&jkvvuv, venerabunde fahitare. 
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Collegue, as he had petition’d. So Toon as 
the Lacedemonians heard this, they a£xed 
with great Judicioufnefs; becaufe they fore- 
faw a more dangerous War, than if they 
had been engag’d only againft the petulant 
Per Jim. For they were now to grapple 
with a bold and wary General, intruded 
with the whole Perjicm Power ; againft 
whom their Stratagems of War were as ri- 
diculoufly vain as their Strength. With 
this Refolution they contract a formidable 
Navy, and fet fail under Pifander i whom 
Conon a haul ted at the River Cnidus, and af¬ 
ter a defperate Fight routed : Many Ships 
he took, and many he funk ; by which 
Victory not only Athens, but all Greece, was 
freed from the Yoke of the Lacedemonians. 
Conon with part of the Navy return’d to 
his own Country, was very foiicitous in re¬ 
building the Walls of Athens, with the 
Haven Pyraeum, which were demolifh’d 
by Lyjander; and gave his Fellow-Citizens 
fifty Talents, which he had receiv’d of 
Pharnabax,us. 

Yet it happen’d to this great Man as to 
the ignoble Pefantry, who was more im¬ 
provident in the fmoother than in the rug¬ 
ged part of his Life ; for having vanquifh’d 
the Peloponnejian Squadrons, and fatisfied the 
revengeful Third of his Country, he aim’d 
at higher Things than his Policy could pofS- 
bly reach j all which Attempts were pious 

and 
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and honourable, in as much as he preferr'd 
the Welfare of Athens before the King’s. 
For when he had acquir’d a fplendid Emi- 
nency by the Sea-Fight at Cnidus, he be¬ 
gan flily to whifper among the Perjians and 
all the Cities of Greeee, that Ionia and /Bo¬ 
lts fhould be furrender’d to the Athenians. 
But this Defign taking vent, Teribax.us Lieu¬ 
tenant of Saradis inveigled Conon to come 
to him, pretending to fend him to the King 
upon an Embafl'y of great Importance. 
Concu obey’d the Meil'age ; and as foon as 
he arriv’d, was fecur’d in Fetters, which 
he bore for fome time. Others write, that 
he was brought to the King, and died 
there. Yet Dtnon the Hiftorian, in whom 
we mod confide, in Per ft an Story informs 
us, that he efcap’d; and feems only to 
doubt, whether it were by the Defign or 
Inadvertency of Teril>az,us. 
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10 N ot Syracufe, Son to Hippa- 
rinus, defeended from a noble 
Family, and was of Kin to both 
Dionyjius’s , the Tyrants. For 
the elder of them married Iris' 


of) 




fyoe he gave to his Son and Succeflor Dio- 
nyfius , and Areta was allotted to be 
Dions Wife ; who, befides his noble Re¬ 
lations, and the Reputation deriv’d to 
him from his Anceftors, was oblig’d to Na¬ 
ture. for many rare EndQwments; among 

F which, 
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which, an * Aptnefs to learn, a f courte¬ 
ous Behaviour, and a Difpofition to brave 
Addons, were cor.fpicuous: Nor was he 
lefs happy in a comely and graceful Pre- 
fence. Behdes, his Father Jett him a vaft 
Eilate, which was increas’d by the + Gifts 
of the Tyrant. He had a great Intimacy 
with Diomfus the Father, to which his 
perfoaal Merits were as inftrumental as his 
Affinity ; for tho’ he lik’d not Dionyfius ’s 
Cruelty, yet he endeavour’d his Safety upon 
account of their Alliance, but chiefly with 
refpect to his own Relations. He was con- 
faked with in Matters of the greateft Con¬ 
cern; and the Tyrant was very much 
fway’d by his Advice, unlefs in thofe things 
where the Prevalence of his own Aftedtions 
over-rul’d. Ail Embattles of Note were 


perform’d by him ; in which his Civility, 
together with his faithful and diligent Ad- 
miniftration of Affairs, took off from that 


Imputation or Cruelty, which Dionyfius 
generally lay under. The Carthaginians , to 
whom he was fent by the Tyrant, honour’d 
h-im highly, infcmuch that they never had 
any Grecian in more Admiration. Neither 

vfos 


* Plric fays the fame in the 7 th Fpiftle. 
t Contradicted by Plutarch in his Life, and Fla*t 


in his 4th r.piftle at the end. 

± The Treafjrer* hid Orders to give him \\hat- 

f T*r ha dehred. Pf-t. 
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infenfible how great an Ornament he was 
to him ; from whence it came to pafs, ^ that 
Dion was moft in his Favour, and lov'd by 
him as a Son. So that when ’twas report¬ 
ed in Sicily, that Plato was come to 7 aren- 
tum , he did not only give the young Man 
(who had a great defire to be one of his 
Hearers) leave to invite him thither; but, 
after the Grant, brought him in great State . 
to Syracufe • For him Dion had fo great a 
Love and Veneration, that he wholly yield¬ 
ed himfelf to his D.fpofal; which was an- 
fwer’d by Plato, who took no lefs Delight 
in him. For alt ho* he was cruelly mi fus'd 
by the Tyrant, who gave order he Ciould 
be fold for a Slave ; yet at Dions Requefc 
he had leave to return. In the mean time 
Diomjtus fell lick ; * and his Diftemper ili¬ 


um 
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ficians, to enquire bozo he did; and initial 
aureated them to let him knoiv , if his Life mere 

- /’ • « * r* > ’ 
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him about dividing the Kingdom; fa,t of it, 
in his Opinion, being due to thofe Sens his Sifter 
had by him • This Enquiry the Phyficians 
did not conceal, but canned it to Duny- 
ftus the younger ; who was io much ccn- 

J F 5. corn'd. 



* He furfeiteJ nr a FeaJl which he mule f;r Joy- 
he v, as declared Victor in Poetry. Lad. Si. id. lib. i 5. 
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things afterwards fomented. 


cern’d, that to prevent any Conference 
between Dion and his Father, he forc’d the 
Fhyficians to give the latter a fleeping Po¬ 
tion ; which the old Man took, and flept 
his laft. 

Such was the beginning of the Quarrel 
between Dicnyfius and Dion ; which many 

However, 

for feme time there remain’d an Appearance 
of Friendfhip; fo that Dion being urgent 
with him to lend for Plato from Athens , 
and make ufe of his Counfel, he comply’d 
with his Deiire, that in fomething he 
might be like his Father, and at the fame 
time brought * Philijlius the Hiftorian back 
to Syeacufe, a Man who was.equally a 
Friend to the Tyrant and his Tyranny. 
But of this I have faid more in my Book of 
the Greek Hiitoriar.s. As for Plato, his E- 
loquence and Authority fo much influenc’d 
Dura (iiu, that by his Perfuafion he was re- 
folv’d to reftore the Syracufmm their Liber¬ 
ties, and put an end to the Tyranny ; but 
being deterr’d by Phihftms from executing 
his Intention, lie became more cruel than 
before. Finding therefore, that Dion had 


the Advantage ot him in Parts, in Autho¬ 
rity, and the Love of the Feople, he fear’d 

the*r Laving together might be an occafion 

of 


* Fir.tJ calh him Iliia hus. lipid. 3. 
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of his'own Ruin ; upon which he gave him 
a Galley to tranfporc him to Corinth; telling 
him withal, that what he did was for both 
their fakes; left out of the mutual Fear 
which was between them, one might be 
apt to fupplant the other- This A&ion was 
highly refentcd by many, and drew great 
Envy upon the Tyr ant; who, to make the 
World believe that he did it not out of 
Hatred to the Man, but meerly for his own 
Security, {hipp’d off all his Moveables, and 
fent them to him. But * afterwards, 
when he heard that Dion was railing Forces 
in Peloponnefus , with Deiign, if he were able, 
to fall upon him, he married his Wife A - 
reta to-f another; and order’d his * Son’s 
Education in ftich manner, that by giving 
him his fwing he might be tainted with 
all forts of Vices. For while he was yet 
a Boy, they brought him Whores, and fo 
piy’d him with Wine and Feafts, that lie 

never had leifure to be fober- Infomuch 
that when his Father return’d, and let Go^ 
vernors over him, to reclaim him from his 
former way of living ; he, not able to en¬ 
dure fuch a Change in his courfe of Life, 

F 3 threw 


* Plutarch fays, that the Marriage of Areta to 2% 
mocrates was before Dion's Preparations for War. 
t t Timocratcs» 

£ Hipparinusy or Hipp avion \ or, as 'Tim*us fays, 
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threw himfelf from the top of the Houfe, 
and ended his Days. 

But to return : After Dicn was come to 
Corihth , and Heracltdes , General of- the 
Ho rid, * driven away by the fame Diaiy- 
iius, fled thither alfo; they haften’d their 
Preparations for War with all Diligence, 

vet made but fmail Procrefs ; for few ad- 

* 

ventur’d to ran the fame risk they did, bc- 
cauf: a Tvrannv of fo m:-nv Years Continu- 

m «r ¥ 

-ar.ee was by every ore cdeem’d very for- 

T 1 1 ^ 
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Dia:, who more rely’d on 
hat all People bore the Tyrant, 
than the Strength of his own Forces, with 
only two Merchant-Ships, undauntedly 

wen: j age inf: a Government which had 
Food for fifty Years, guarded with five 
hundred long Ships, ten thoufand Hoik, 
rd an hundred thoufand Foot; and, to the 
Averifoment of the World, fo eaiily over¬ 
ran it, that within three Days of his land- 
ins in Saily he enter’d Symcu'e it felf. From 
whence ir is evident*, That no Empire is fifo 
ivbich is not guarded by Love. At that time 
Dionyf.us was in Italy, expecting the Fleet; 
and did not imagine that anv of his Ene¬ 
mies 


4k 


* Being fufpetted to be the Caufe that the Vete¬ 
rans muriny'd when Dion*pus was about to leTen 
their Pay. Plato, Epift. 

t Syrkcufe was taken the 48th Year of the Ty¬ 
ranny, Pint, Olymp. ic6. an. 1. Diod, ShuL 
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mies durft venture upon him without cond- 
derable Forces. In which he was miita- 
ken ; for Dm, with thofe very Men which 
were under his Adverfary’s Dominion, aba¬ 
ted the Tyrant’s Arrogance; and made 
himfelf Mafter of all that part of Sicily 
which was in Subjection to Dionyjius, as he 
did of Syracufe likewife, except the Citadel, 
and the liland adjoining to the Town. 
Whereupon the Matter was brought to that 
pafs, that the Tyrant was contented to 
make Peace on the following Articles: That 
D ion Jhould have Sicily, Dion yd ns p'.jjejs 
Italy, and Syracufe be in the Hands o/'Ap- 
pollocrates, a Man in vshsttt Dionydus repos’d 

the greatefi T’rujl. But this unexpected Prof- 

perity was attended with a fudden Change; 
Fortune by her Ficklenefs attempting to 
ruin him, whom juft before fhe had exalted. 
The firft Token of her Malice die fhew’d 
in his Son, whom I mention’d before ; for 
having brought back his Wife, who was 
given to another, and being dedrous to ref- 
cue his Son from the Debauchery in which 
he had been bred, and reduce him to his 
former Sobriety, he receiv'd a grievous 
Blow by the Death cf his Child. The 
next Misfortune was the Diflention between 
him and Heraclides ; who made a Faction, 
rather than he would yield the Priority to 
Dion, and had as much Intereft among the 
Nobility as he ; for by their Confent he 

F 4 com- 
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commanded the naval Forces, at the fame 
time when the other did thole at Land. 
This Dion could not brook; and repeated 
thole Verfes in the fecond Iliad of Homer , 
to this purpofe, That a State cannot be well or¬ 
der’d where the Government is in the Hands of 
many. The Saying rais’d him much Envy ; 
for by it he leem’d to difcover an Intention 
of getting all into his own Power ; which 
Opinion he endeavour’d not to leflen by 
Complailance, but fupprefs by Rigor; and 
caus’d Heraclides , when he came to Syr a • 
cufe, to be kill’d: An Adcion which fir nek 
every body with Fear; no Man thinking 
himfeif fate, now Heraclides was thus taken 
cut of the way- But Dion, being rid of 
his Adverfary, with more Licence diftribu- 
ted the Eftates of the contrary Party among 

his Soldiers- After which Divi/ion, by rea- 
fon of the Greatnefs of his daily Expences, 
he quickly began to want Money, which 
he knew no way to be fupply’d with, but 
by feizing his Friends Polleflions; upon 
which it happen’d, that the gaining the 
Soldiery prov’d the lofs of the Nobility. 
Thefe things he took very much to Heart; 
and being unaccuftom’d to be ill fpoken 
of, could not endure to be in Difrepute 
with thofe who a little before Ijad prais’d 
him to the Skies. For the Rabble per¬ 
ceiving the Soldiers were offended with him, 
fpoke more openly, and often reproach’d 

him 
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him with intolerable Tyranny- As Dion 
was in rhis Perplexity, not being able to 
appeafe their Commotions, and was afraid 
of the Confequence ; * Callicrates , an Athe¬ 
nian , one that accompanied him from Pelo- 
ponnefus to Sicily, a cunning fraudulent Fel¬ 
low, without any Senfe of Religion or Ho- 
nefty, came to him, and told him the Dan¬ 
ger he was in, by reafon of the Difguft of 
the People, and Hatred of the Soldiers,* 
which, without employing one of his 
Friends to feign himfelf his Enemy, ’twas 
impoffible to avoid ; but if he found one lit 
for this Affair, he might eafily know their 
Deligns, and ruin his Adverfaries, who 
would certainly declare their Intentions to 
one that feem’d at Variance with him. The 
Advice being approv’d, Callicrates took up¬ 
on himfelf to put it in execution ; and be- 
. ing advantag’d by Dions Unwarinefs, fought 
for Alfociates to kill him, had Meetings 
with his Enemies, and confirm’d the Con- 
fpiracy. But many being privy to the B11- 
finefs, it was divulg’d, and brought to Ari- 
ftomache, Dions Sifter, and Areta his Wile; 
who in a Fright ran with the News to him, 
for whofe Safety they were fo much con¬ 
cern’d. He allured them, that Callicrates 
meant him no Harm ; and what he did, was 

F 5 by 
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by his Order. However, the Women not fa- 

tisfied with this, got Callicrates to Proferpine s 
Temple ; and forc’d him to fwear, that 
Dion ftiould receive no Mifchief from him: 
Which religious Ad was fo far from ma¬ 
king him quit his Deiign, that ’twas a 
means to haften the Execution ; he fearing 
the Plot might be diicover’d before it had 
taken effect. Being thus refolv’d, the next 
f Feftival-Day, when Ditn was laid down 
privately at Home in an upper Chamber, 
he put the flrongell Places of the City into 
the Hands cf the Conlpir.-.tors; and having 
lurrounded the Houfe with Soldiers, com¬ 
manded fome of them not to ftir from the 
D oors. And that he might not be deftitute 
.of means to efcape, it Fortune Jliould prove 
crofs to his Deiigns, he furnifhed a Galley 
with Men and Arms,- and order’d his Bro¬ 
ther Phihcrates, who commanded it, to 
keep it moving in the Port, as if he only in¬ 
tended the Excrcife of the Rowers. Betides, 

he 




FIk tr:■ -telK us the rrnnner of his taking this 
Oath : After feme holy Kites, he had the God- 
deiVspurple Rohe thrown over him, with a burning 
Torch put in his Hand, and fo fnrfwore what he 
whs accufed of It was call’d \ if, or the 
grr.it Qnh : of v hich there were levelal forts. 

t 1 Here A to TrofeYpinr^ for on that 

Dav ruey TfaveJ their Childrens Heads (and fa- 
crihced to her): one of the Ceremonies us’d at the 
Enrollment oftheir Children in the.r Tribes, which 
was dene at this time. S;urf* and Flu:. 
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he chofe Tome Zncwhians of his own Fa¬ 
mily, ftrong daring Fellows, and bid them 
go to Dion unarm'd, that fo it might feem 
they came only to pay him a Vifit. Their 
Familiarity in the Family immediately 
gain’d them Admittance into his Chamber; 
where, as foon as they were enter’d, they 
fattened the Doors, fell upon him in his Bed, 
and bound him; which was not done fo 
lilently, but the Noife was heard without. 
Hence it is evident, as I have often faid 
before, how odious a thing the Government 
of a fingle Perfon is; and how miferable a 
Life they lead who had rather be the Ob¬ 
ject of their Subject’s Fear than Love-. For 
his very Guards, had they bore him any 
Kindnefs, might have broke open the Doors, 
and fav’d his Life; the Confpirators being 
forc’d for want of Arms to keep him alive 
’till they could procure a Weapon of thofe 
who were out of the Cnamber. But no 
body coming to his Refcue, one Lyco, a Sy~ 
racufian , reach’d them a Sword thro’ the 
Window, with which they difnatch’d him. 
The Multitude after his Death came to 
look upon him, and not knowing the Mur¬ 
derers, kih’d feveral whom they fufpedted 
of the Faff. For it being nois’d that Dion 
was llam, many who dittik’d the Adtion ran 


thither, and upon a falfe Surmife kill’d the 

Innocent inttead of the Guilty. As foon 

_ « 

as his Death was publicity known. 
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ft range to fee how the Peoples Minds were 
chang’d ,• for they who in his Life-time 
atforded him no better Name than a Ty¬ 
rant, now cail d him the Expeller of the 
T} •rant, and Deliverer of his Country; 
and fo fuddenly was Hatred fncceeded by 
Companion, that if it had been poflible, 
they would have redeem’d his Life at the 
Expence of their own. Wherefore by pub- 
lick Order he was buried in the mofl: ho¬ 
nourable Place of the City, and by the 
fame had a Tomb eredted. He died in 
the five and fiftieth Year of his Age, and 
the fourth after his Return from Pelopoime- 
Jus into Sicily 
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P HIC RA TE S, the Athenian , 
became famous to Pofterity, ra¬ 
ther by his accurate Skill in the 
Art of War, than the Gallantry 
of any noble Atchievements- For he was 
fo perfectly furnilh’d with all the neceffary 
Accomplifhments requifite to compleat a 
General, that he not only attain'd the Ex¬ 
cellencies of his moft eminent Contempo¬ 
raries, but might juftly difpute Pre-eminence 
with the chief of former Ages. He was fo 
very well experienc’d in martial Affairs, that 
being often intruded with the Command of 
entire Armies, he never was defeated by 
any Failure or Default of his own; and what 

Victory 
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Victory foever he'obtain’d, it appear'd 
principally to be owing to his Prudence 
and Conduct-. So great was his Judgment 
in all things relating to War, that he both 
advanc’d military Ddcipline by additional 
Rules to a tar greater Perfection than it 
ever had belore his time, and improv’d 
thofe tew lcatrer’d ones he met with to the 
belt Advantage. He alfo made molt com¬ 
modious and benericial Alterations in the 
Arms of tne Infantry ; tor whereas before 
bis time broad unwieldy Shields, ihorc 
Spears, and little Swords were only in ufe, 
he chang’d the hrft of tnem into a lighter 
Target, made fomewhat in Snape of an 
HamMoon, calk'd 1 -elta , from whence the 


Foot af.erwards receiv’d the Name Peltafia; 
and by this more portable Buckler, he did 
not only expedite their Marches, but made 
them capable of receiving their Enemies 
Onfets with greater Readmefs and Activity. 
As for the Sword, he augmented its Length, 


but doubled that ot the Spear,- changing 
moreover their Breaft Armour from Iron 


and Erafs to thofe made of Linnen; which 


render’d his Soldiers n 


tttr lor Atuon ; and 


by thus lelieumg their Weight he at once 
provided lor their Eufe and Security too. 
He was engag’d m 'a War wirii the T/rra- 
cicms , and rehored hi tut he s , an All) of the 
Athenians ., to his Kingdom. Ac Corinth he 
kept the Army to fo itnet Di.'c.pline, that 

theie 



I P H I C R A T ! S. 97 

there were in no Parc of Greece to be 
found better train’d Forces; or any who 
with fo great Readinefs receiv’d and per¬ 
form’d the Commands of a General, even 

in the moft minute Particulars; for by 

his Pains and Induftry they grew fo ex¬ 
pert in all Military Orders and Poftures, 
that as foon as ever he had but once given 
the Word ot Command, they would imme¬ 
diately form themfelves into as regular a 
Figure, as if the moft skilful Commander 
had rank’d each private Soldier in his par¬ 
ticular Place. With this Army he inter¬ 
cepted a feled Party of the Lacedemonian 
Horfe ; which Adtion was very much ex- 
toll’d throughout all Greece. In the fame 
War he gave their whole Strength a fccond 
total Defeat; which alfo procur’d him a 
large ftock of Honour. Artaxerxes purpo- 
fing to fight the King of Eg)pt, made it 
his Requeft to the Athenians, that they 
would grant him Ipbicrates, whom he de- 
fign’d as Commander in Chief over his 
mercenary Forces, the fame amounting to 
the number of twelve thoufand Men ; and 
having obtain’d his Defire, he inftruded 
them io fully and cxadiy in the whole Art 
of War, that as formerly the belt Roman 
Soldiers were diftinguifn’d from the meaner 
fort by bearing the name of their Leader 
Fabius , fo the Grecians had thofe under the 
Command of Iphicrates in the higheft Etieem. 

When 
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When he went to aflifl the Lacedemonians, 
he Toon put a flop to the Attempts of Epa- 
mimndas; for had he not haften’d his 
March, the ‘Thebans would not have rais’d 
the Siege of Sparta, till they had laid it 
wafte in Afhes, and utter Ruin. The Great- 
nefs of his Spirit bore an equal Proportion 
with that of his Body : His Prefence being 
very majeftick and commanding, did fo 
clearly befpeak him what he really was, 
that his bare Look of it felf was fufficient 

to ftrike all Beholders with an Admiration 

« 

of his Perfon- Eheopompus has recorded, 
that he was remifs in Matters which re¬ 
quir’d continu’d Labour, and that he could 
not well brook the Hardfhips cf War ; yet 
he had ftill the Character of a good Citizen 
given him, and was always reputed a Man 
of a iteady and untainted Fidelity ; of 
which as on feveral other Occasions he gave 
moll undeniable Proofs, fo he did in a more 
peculiar manner ffgnalize it by protecting 
the diftrefs’d Orphans of Amyntas the Ma¬ 
cedonian. For Euridice , the Mother of Per¬ 
due as and Philip , upon her Husband’s Death 
prefently fled with her two Fatherlefs 
Children to Iphicrates for Succour and Patro- 

A. 

nage ; who being rich, ger.croufly allerted 
their juft Rights againft all kinds of Wrong 
and Opprefiion. He died old, in the Love 
and Favour of his Fellow-Citizens ,• tho’ 
their Affections had been for fome time 

alie- 
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alienated from him ; for he and Tnnotheus 


were forc’d to make their publick Defences 
in the Afl'ociated War, and he was ac¬ 
quitted by thofe who were conftituted his 
Judges. He left behind him a Son call’d 
Meneflheus , whom he had by a ‘Thracian 
Woman, Daughter to King Corns; who 
being ask’d, which he lov’d befi, his Father 
or Mother ; reply’d, his Mother. And when 


all the Company wondered at the feeming 
Strangenefs of the Anfwer, he told them. 
That he didUnot return that Anfwer, hut upon 
very good Reafons ; for my Father , faith he, 
Ly marrying a Barbarian us’d his utntofl En¬ 
deavours that 1 Jloculd he one alfo; hut my Mo¬ 
ther did as much as in her lay to make me the 
Son of an Athenian. 
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] H A B R IA S was an Athenian) 

\ 


one that bore a Name in the 

^ ) 

Catalogue of rheir greateft Corn¬ 
er xnanders, and perform’d feveral 
fc? Exploits that very well deferve 


Recording. Among 
e efpeciaUy to be re 
1 which be .made u k 


when 


he came to affiit the Bteotians : For in that 


Engagement AgefUaus, the Lacedemonian 
General, being very confident of obtaining 
the Victory, and having made fo great a 
ftep toward it, as the putting to flight all 

the mercenary Forces of the adverfe Party; 

Chabrias 
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Chiton as procur’d the other T roops to keep 
their Station, while by his own Example of 
kneeling down upon his Buckler, and hold¬ 
ing out his Spear or Pike aflaunt, he taught 
them in that manner to expedt the Onfet of 
the Enemy. Agefilaus being furpriz’d at 
fo unwonted a Sight, durft make no farther 
Attempt upon them; but immediately found¬ 
ed a Retreat, and thereby fummon’d his 
Soldiers to fall back, when they were juft 
ready to have made the Aflaulr. This Con¬ 
trivance was fo much applauded through¬ 
out all Greece, that Chabrias order’d himfelf 
to be drawn in that defenfive Pofture in the 
Statue which was eredted for him in the 
Forum of Athens , at the publick Charge of 
that City. And from hence it commenced a 
Cuftom, that ever after all Gladiators, and 
other Fencers, were wont to have their 
Statues carv’d to the fame Pofture wherein 
they had got their refpedlive Victories. But 
to return : Chabrias waged feveral Wars in 
Europe , while he was commiftion’d a Gene¬ 
ral of the AtJoenianr; and behav’d himfelf 
bravely in Egypt , when he ferv’d as a pri¬ 
vate Volunteer. Going to the Help of 
NeUambus, he got him fettled in his King¬ 
dom- He came oft with as good Succels 
at Cyprus ; tho’ there indeed he was publick- 
ly appointed by the Athenians as a Coilegue 
with Evagoras ; nor did he difpatch from 

hence, till he had fubdued the whole Ifland; 

and 
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and from the happy Management of this 
Enterprize, the Athenians purchas’d them- 
fclves a vaft Credit. In the mean while 
arofe a War between the Per fans and Egyp¬ 
tians, the Athenians enter’d into a League 
with Artaxerxes King of Perfia , and the 
Laced.xmcnians iided with the Egyptians . 
of whom Ageftlaus , King of Lacedamon, 
made a very confiderable Advantage. Cha- 
betas taking notice of this, and thinking 
himfelt no way inferiour to Ageftlaus , frank¬ 
ly offer’d his Service to the Ailiftance of the 
Egyptians, and was made Admiral of their 
Fleet, Ageftlaus being Commander of their 
Infantry. Upon this, the Captains who 
were employ’d by the King of Perfia , dif- 
patch’d Meifengers to Athens , to complain 

that Chabrias took part with the Egyptians 
in a War againft their Mailer- The Athe¬ 
nians hereupon fix’d a Day, by which time 
if Chabrias return’d not, they threatned he 
fhould forfeit his Life, for difobeying the 
Summons. Chabrias at this News comes 
back to Athens ,• yet ilaid there no longer 
than was necefl'ary to avoid the Penalty 
which was otherwife denounc’d againft 
him. For he was not fond of reiiding 
among his own Country-men ; having.liv’d 
fo fplendidly, and far’d fo high, that he 
could not but raife the Envy of the Rabble. 
For this indeed is a common Fault in great 
and tree Cities, that Envy is always 

faften’d 
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faften’d upon Glory; and mofl Perfons are 
extream forward in detracting from thofe 
who are promoted to be their' Superiors: 
And what is ordinary to obferve, the Poor 
cannot, without Regret at their own harder 
Fate, call an Eye upon the more ample 
Fortunes of the Rich. Chabrias upon thefe 
Confiderations was as much abroad as his 
Affairs could difpenfe with. And herein 
he was not Angular, in his Caution of flay¬ 
ing little at home in Athens', for almoft all 
their eminent Men took the fame Courfe ; 
thinking themfelves fo far remov’d from En¬ 
vy, as they were diftant from their own na¬ 
tive Country. Conon for this Reafon liv’d 
the moft part in Cyprus, Jphicrates in Thrace, 
Tonothem in Leybus, and Chares in Sigmon. 
This Chares, it is true, was different from 
the reft both in Temper and ACtion; yet 
he was a Perfon of great Honour and 
Wealth at Athens. But finally, Chabrias 
came thus to his End in the Social War: 
The Athenians laid Siege to Chiton; Chabrias 
was in the Navy only as a Reformade, yet he 
had greater Authority than any who were 
in Places of Command the common Sol¬ 
diers paying more RefpeCt to him than to any 
of their Officers,which prov’d the Occafion 
of haftning his Death ■' For whilft he was 
ambitious of making the firft Entrance in¬ 
to the Plarbour, and accordingly had di¬ 
rected the Pilot to fleer in, this Adventure 

coft 




104 Chabrias. 

coft him his Life ; for when he was got 
in, none of the other Veflfels would follow: 
Whereupon, being furrounded with the At¬ 
tacks of the Enemy, he fought couragi- 
oufly, till the Ship fprung a Leak, by fome 
Dan rage toward the Head, and began to 
fink under him. Hereupon, being unable 
to make any Efcape ; for if he had thrown 
himfelf overboard, the Athenians would 
have took him up as he fwam ; he therefore 
chofe rather to die in his Station, than to 
lay down his Arms and quit the Ship, 
xsone of the ether Seamen would run the 
fame Hazard, but leap’d out, and efcap’d 
fafe to Shore; while Chabrias , preferring an 
honourable Death before an ignoble and 
llavifh Life, fighting hand to hand upon the 
Deck, was at laft killed on the Place. 
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71 MOT HE US. 


Done into Englijh by the Honourable 
Mr- Booth, of Ch. Ch. Coll. Oxen. 


IMO 7 HE US, the Son of Co¬ 
nun, an Athenian , increas’d his 
Hereditary Honour by his own 
acquir’d Virtues ; for he was 
Eloquent, Stout, and Induftri- 
ous; and no lefs famous for the Management 
of Civil than Military Affairs. He per¬ 
form’d many eminent Exploits ; but thefe 
following feem the molt notable : He con¬ 
quer’d the Olynthians and Byzjmtins , and took 
Samos-, in which Enterprize (the Year be¬ 
fore) the Athenians had fpent two hundred 

thoufand Talents j yet 7 'imothem gain’d this 

Ifland 
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Ifland without putting the Publick to any 
Exper.ce- He manag'd the War againft 
Cotyi, and took a Booty from him, for the 
Commonwealth, worth two hundred thou- 

fand Talents. He alfo rais’d the Siege of 
Cyz,icm, and accompanied Age ft!am when 
he went to aflifl Aricbarzanes; of whom 
when Agefilam receiv’d prefent Pay, 'Timothe- 
tu chofe rather to increafe the Poffeffions of 

his Fellow-Citizens, than accept of that his 
own private Family could only partake of; 
therefore he took Erichthcn and Seftm- 
Timothem being made Admiral of the 
Navy, failing along by Peloponnefus , he 
waited the Country of Laconia , and beat 
their Fleet. He reduc’d Corey,a under the 
Government of the Athenians , with their 
Confederates of Epirus, Acarnania, and 
Chacnia, and all the Countries that border’d 
upon that Sea : By which Adtion of his, 
the Lacedxmcnians were forc’d to let fail their 
old Quarrel, and voluntarily to offer the 
Athenians the Dominion of the Seas. A 
Peace being concluded between thefe two 
Commonwealths, one Article was, ‘That 
the Athenians Jhould he Lords at Sea. So 
great Joy was there at Athens upon the 
News of this Victory, that then it was that 
publick Affars were hrfterected to the God- 
defs of Peace, and a Pallet appointed her. 
The Memory of which noble Adt that 
they might perpetuate, they eredted a 

I Statue 
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Statue for him in the Forum; which Honour 
was never paid to any Man before him, 
viz,. That the fame People who had fet up 
a Statue for the Father, fhouid give the Soil 
one too; the laft ferving to revive the Me¬ 
mory of the former. 

When Fimathem was very ancient, and 
had quite left off all publick Bufinefs, War 
began to threaten the Athenians on every 
fide* Samos and Hellespont revolted; and 
Philip of Apace don, being very powerful, 
made great Preparations for a War. A- 
gainft whom when they had fent Chares , 
they thought him not ftrong enough to op- 
pofe him ; and thereupon make Meneflhcm 
(the Son of Iphicrates , and Son-in-law to 
Fimothem) their General, and order him 
to go to the War. They a’fo fend along 
with him his Father and Father-in-law 


to be his Councellors; Men excelling in 
Experience and Wifdom, whofe Advice he 
fhouid always follow; becaufe they were 
Perfons of fuch Authority, that there was 


great Hopes by their means they might re¬ 
cover all they had loft. When thefe two 


were gone to Samos , and Chares had Intelli¬ 
gence of it, lie drew all his Forces thither, 
left there fhouid be any Action in his Abfence. 


It fo happened, that when they came near 
the I Hand, there arofe a great Storm ; for 
the avoiding of which, the two old Gene¬ 
rals thought it very expedient to call An- 

G chor. 
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chor. But Chares, without any Confidera- 
tion, not obeying the Commands of his 
Councellors, but as if he had Fortune in 
the Ship with him, draws near to engage ; 
and fends a Mefl'enger to Timotheus and /- 
fhicrates , commanding them to follow him. 
This Attempt having fucceeded ill, and 
lofing a considerable Number of Ships, he 
retires back again from whence he came, 
and difpatches an Exprefs to Athens , to let 
them know, that he could eafily have taken 
Samos, had he not been deferted by Timer 
thus and Iphicrates. Upon this Accufation 
of his they were impeached. The Com¬ 
mons, who were fierce, jealous, fa&ious, 
changeable, and Enemies alfo to all in 
Power, call them Home, and accufe them 
of betraying their Country. In this Tryal 
Timother:s is call, and fined an hundred Ta¬ 
lents ; and fo being compeli’d, thro’the Ill- 
will of an ungrateful City, he retires to 
Calais. After his Death, the People re¬ 
penting of the Sentence they had pafs’d up¬ 
on him, remitted all but a tenth part of his 
Fine, and obliged his Son Conan to repair 
part of a Wall. In which Aftion may be 
feen the various Turns of Fortune; for thofe 
very Wails which the Grandfather Cam 
had rebuilt with the Spoils of the Enemy, 
is the Nephew forc’d to repair out of his 
own Eftate, to the great Scandal of his Fa- 
miiy. We might produce many Inftances 

of 
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of the Wifdom and Moderation of Timo- 
tbeus ; but one (hall fuffice; from whence 
we may eafily conjedure, how dear he 
was to his Friends. When he was but a 
young Man, he was forc’d at Athens to 
plead for himfelf; and not only his Friends 
and private Acquaintance came to his Affif- 
tance, but alfo Jafott the Tyrant, who at 
that time was a Man of very confiderable 
Power. This Man, tho’ in his own King¬ 
dom, never thought himfelf fafe without 
his Guards about him ; yet came alone to 
Athens , valuing his Friend at lo dear a rate, 
that he rather chofe to endanger his own 

Life, than not to affift Tmotlem in vindi- 

■ 

eating his Honour. But notwithftanding 
all this, Timothem foon after, by the Com¬ 
mand of the People, fought again ft him ; 
accounting the Obligations to his Country 
greater than thofe of Friendfhip. This was 
the laft Age of the Athenian Commanders; 
for after Iphicrates, Chahrias, and Ti mot hem, 
there was no Commander of any Note in 
thav City. 
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Done into EnglifJ) by Mr- Edwards, M. A. 
and Fellow of St. John's Coll. Oxon. 

AT AMES a Carian, the Son 
of Cctniijfares by a Scythian Lady, 
was the molt confiderable for 
Valour and prudent Conduct 
of any of thofe of the Barbarous 
Nations, except the two famous Carthagi¬ 
nian f, Hamilcar and Hannibal. What he did 
was great, and out of the ufual road ; yet 
fo little known, that we are obliged to be 
the larger in our Account of him : For he 
never ow’d his Succeis to the Greatnefs of 
his Army, or to any of the common Caufes 
of it ; but always to that which fee mV his 
peculiar Talent, a mod extraordinary Policy. 
His firit Employment was in the Guards at 

Ar. axe, xes's 
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Artaxerxes’s Court; but his Father, as the 
Reward of his eminent Courage and con- 
flant Fidelity to the King, had the Govern¬ 
ment of that part of Cilicia which lies up¬ 
on Cappadocia , and is inhabited by the Leuco ~ 
fyrians. Datames having a Command in the 
Army, firil fignaliVd himfelf in the War 
againft the Cadujtans ; in which there were 
many Thoufands kill’d, and chiefly by his 
means ; for which Service, Cam;flares like- 
wife falling in the Battel, he fucceeded him 
in the Province. 

Autophradates being font by the King to 
reduce fome to their Obedience who had 
revolted, he behaved himfelf with equal 

Gallantry ; for by his Management a fmall 
Party furpriz’d the Enemy in their Camp, 
and deftroy’d them; the greateft part of 
the Army doing no Service at all in the 
A&ion. After this, he was remov’d to 
higher Employments; for flhpns, the Prince 
of Papblagonia, (defcended from that Ppla¬ 
in sites which Hurner fays was (lain by Patro- 
clm in the Trojan War) not fufficiently 
complying with the King, Datames (who 
was his Coufin-German) was fent with an 
Army to force his Submifiion to the King’s 
Pleafure. But he intending to life his ut- 
moft Endeavours to make his Relation fen- 
fible of his Duty upon eafy Terms, and not 
fufpe&ing any Treachery from a Friend, 
went to him without any Attendants ; 

G 3 alt ho’ 
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altho’ his Confidence put him in extream 
Danger; for Thym had refolv’d upon a pri¬ 
vate Aflaflination. Datames having Intelli¬ 
gence of the Defign from his Mother, who 
was 'Thyttis Aunt, and underftood his In¬ 
tentions, made his Efcape, and immediate¬ 
ly proclaim’d the War ; which he vigo¬ 
rously continued, tho’ he was deferted by 
Arioba.rz.anes the Governor of Lydia, Pm a, 
and all Phrygia; and made not only Tlnus, 
but his Wife and Children too, his Cap¬ 
tives. 

He made all the hafte imaginable, that 
the News of this Exploit might not get to 
the King before him, and got privately to 
Court without any one’s Knowledge. The 
next Day he {hew’d his Captive, who was 
a vaft black hairy Man, with a frightful 
and ghaftly Countenance, drefs’d very richly 
in the Habit of a Perfian Nobleman, with 
a golden Collar, and all other Princely Or¬ 
naments. He himfelf appear’d meanly, like 
a Peafant, in a Hunter’s Head-piece, made 
of the Skins of feveral Beafts, with a Club 
in one Hand, and Toyls in the other ; and 
brought him out in fuch a manner, as if he 
had been fome cruel Monfter, juft fubdued* 
So unufual a Sight drew a great many Spec¬ 
tators: One being accidentally there that 
knew 77r.m, inform’d the King of it. Bat 
he at fir ft fufpecting fo ftrange a Story, com¬ 
manded Pharnabaz.iti to go and bring him a 

certain 
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certain Relation of the Thing ; from whom 
when he had receiv’d full Satisfaction, he 
commanded him to be brought into his Pre¬ 
fence, and was infinitely pleas’d with the 
Humour j but efpecially, that fo great a 
Prince fhould fo unexpectedly come into 
his Hands. After he had for this nobly re¬ 
warded Datames, he fent him to the Army 
which was then rais’d againll Egypt, under 
Pharnabaz,m and Ttthraufles, and gave him a 
Command equal to theirs; and after Pbar - 
nabaz.m was recall’d, he was made Genera- 
lillimo. But whilft he was haftning the 
general Rendezvous of the Army, and pre¬ 
paring for his March to Egypt, he receiv’d 
an Exprefs from the King, that he Ihonld 
go againft Afpis, the Governor of Cataonia; 
a Country which lies above Cilicia, and 
borders upon Cappadocia. For Afpis , depend¬ 
ing upon his Woods and ftrong Frontier 
Towns, not only difobey’d fome of the 
King’s Commands, but robb’d his Carriages, 
and made Incurfions on all about him. Tho* 
Datames was at a great diftance from Catao - 
nia, and then in the Management of greater 
Affairs, yet he yielded to the Kings’sPlea- 
fure; and, ir. order to the Execution of it, 
fet fail only with a few, but very ftout 
Men ; fuppoling, (as indeed it afterwards 
happen’d) that he could have more Ad¬ 
vantage over him with a fmall Company 
upon Surprize, than with a great Army 

G 4 after 
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after open Denar,ce. Being arriv’d at Cilicia , 
he continu’d his Marches ’till he had pafs’d 
over Mount 1 aurr.s, and was come to the 
end of his Journey. Enquiring for Afpis, 
he underftood that he was hunting near 
that Piace. The Occaiicn of Datonies s 
coming was prefendy fufpected; and there¬ 
fore Afpis immediately put the Pi ft da:, and 


others he had with him, in a Pofture of De¬ 
fence- Upon notice of which. Data',net 
mufter’d up bus Men, and commanded them 
to follow him; and being mounted on an 
excellent Horfe, rode briskly up to the Ene¬ 
my. But Afpis perceiving the Vigour of 
the fir ft Order, the leaf Endeavours of Re- 
fiftan.ee were difeourag’d ; he immediately 
furrender’d himfelf, and was fent in Chains 
to the King by Mithridates. 

Artaxerxes, whilil: thefe things were in 
agitation, recollecting that he had call’d 
one of his beft Commanders from a conii- 
derable Poft, and fent him upon a trivial 
Employment; but thinking that perhaps he 
was not yet gone, difpatch’d a Mcffenger 
to Ace, with Orders that he fhould by no 
means leave the Army. Bur the Command 
was fuperfeded; for thofe that guarded 
Apis were met upon the Way. Datames 
having accomnlifh’d his Bufinefs with fuch 
unexpected Expedition, was greater in the 
King’s Favour than ever ; and became fo 
confiderable, that he was the Envy of the 

whole 
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whole Court. For they perceiv’d, that his 
fingle Intereft was greater than theirs in 
Conjunction; and therefore all jointly con- 
fpir’d his Ruin. Pandates the Treasurer, 
who was his Confident, made him acquaint¬ 
ed with all their Defigns, and told him by 
Letter what Danger he was in, if any Mif- 
carriage fhould happen during his Conduct 
in Egypt-. That Kings took the Honour of 
great Addons to themfelves, but always 
imputed ill Succefs to their Minifters; and. 
therefore were eafily inclin’d to difgrace 
thofe whom they thought the Occafionof 
it-' That his Condition was worfe than any 
other’s, becaufe it was the Temper of the 
King, to hate thofe moft who had before 
been his chief Favourites. Having receiv’d 
this News upon his coming back to the Ar¬ 
my at Acc, and knowing the Advice was 
not to be contemn’d, he refolv’d to leave 
the King’s Service, but did nothing that 
. was inconfident with his Truft; for he left 
the Army under Aland,-odes a AAagnefian, 

went with a Detachment of his own 
Men into Cappadocia, and feiz’d Paphlagonia , 
which lay next to it, without difeovering 
his DifaffeCtion to the King. After which 
he held a fecret Correfpondence with Ar.-j- 
bar&anesy get fome Men together, and plac’d 
them in the fortified Towns for the Defence 
of the Garrifons, But it being Winter, the. 

G s Seafon 
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Seafon of the Yaar hinder’d fome of his 
Ddigns- 

Hearing the Pijida were preparing fome 
Forces again# him, he fent his Son Arijide¬ 
ns thither with an Army. The young Ge¬ 
neral was kill’d in the Engagement. But 
his Father, concealing the Lofs he had re¬ 
ceiv’d, went with fome more Men into the 
Field, being willing to get to the Enemy 
before his Soldiers had the Report of the 
Defeat; for he thought the News of his 
Son’s Death would very much difcourage 
them. Being arriv’d at the Place he de- 
fign’d, he fo encamp’d, that hecouldmeither 
be opprefs’d with the numerous Forces of 
the Enemy, nor yet hinder’d from making 
any advantageous Aifaulr. His Father-in- 
law, MtthrobarzMnes , Captain of the Horfe, 
was then with him; but thinking their Con¬ 
dition very defperate, went over to the Ene- 
my. Of which Datames having notice, he 
prefently confider’d, that the Noife of his. 
being deferted by fo coniiderable a Man 
might make the reft revolt; and therefore 
gave out, that Mithrobarzanes was by his 
Orders gone away like a Renegade, that he 
might be admitted by the Enemy, and fo 
deftroy them with iefs difficulty : That 
therefore they ought not to deliver him in¬ 
to their Hands, but immediately to follow 
him ; which if they did with Refolution, 
the pif:da could make no Refinance, for 

they 
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they would be flain both in their Camp and 
in the Field. The Defign being approv’d 
of, he led out his Army, and purfu’d Mi- 
thrcbarz,anes; upon whofe Approach to the 
Enemy, Datames commanded his Standard 
to be fet up. The Pijida being in great 
Confufion at the Suddennefs of the Buiinefs, 
fufpe&ed the Renegades, and imagin’d they 
came wich a treacherous Defign of doing 
the greater Mifchief: Therefore they firft 
fell upon them ; which furprizing Accident 
put them in fuch diforder, that they were 
forced to fight with thofe to whom they 
had fled, and affift thofe whom they had 
deferted ; but being fpar’d by neither, were 
all prefently cut off- Datames afterwards 
falling upon the Pijida, forc’d them to fly, 
kill’d many in the Purfuit, and took Poflef- 
fion of their Camp. By this Stratagem he 
at once punifh’d the Dcferters, and gain’d 
a Viftory over his Enemies; and made that, 
which was intended for his Ruin, the means 
of his Succefs, And perhaps it was a De¬ 
fign L cunningly laid, and in fo little time 
effc&ed, that Hiftory can fhew nothing pa¬ 
rallel to it. 

Notwithstanding thefe great Exploits, 
Safmas his eldelt Son left him, and gave tire 
King an Account of his Detection. Artax- 
(rxes being troubled at the News, (for 
he knew he was to deal with a Man of un¬ 
daunted Cousage; one who never defign’d 
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any thing but what he dared venture to 
effect, and never attempted any thing but 
what he had fufficiently confider’d) fent 

Autophradaus into Cappadocia. D at nines en¬ 
deavour'd to pofiefs liimfelf of the Foreft, 
which is the Pafiage to Cilicia ; but not be¬ 
ing able fo fuddenly to get his Men toge¬ 
ther, he was oblig’d to take other Meafures 2 
vet he chofe fo commodious a Place for his 
Camp, that the Enemy could neither- in- 
elofe him, nor pafs by him without being 
attack’d in feveral Places ; and was ported 
fo advantageoufly, that in any Encounter 
their Multitudes could do very little Da¬ 
mage to his fmai! Company. 

Altho’ Autophradaus was fenfible of all 
this, yet he was refohAj rather to engage 
him, than either to continue long in that 
Place, or go back with a great Army ; for 
he had in the Field twenty thoufand Horfe, 
an hundred thoufand Foot, and three 
thoufand Slir.gers ; which were the Car da¬ 
ces, a People of the Lejfer Afia ■, belides 
t'nele, eight thoufand out of Cappadocia, 
ten out of Armenia, five from Paphlagonia, 
ten from Phrygia, five from I.)dm, about 
three thoufand of the Afpendii and Pi ft dee , 
two from Cilicia, as many of the Cafpians, 
and three thoufand Mercenaries, which he 
had out of Greece ; belides a confiderable 
'Number of Light-Horfe. All Datames’s 

Hopes of doing any thing againft fuch 

mighty 
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mighty Forces were in himfelf, and the 
Convenience of the Place wherein he was 
encamp’d ; for he had not the twentieth 

part of the Men which were brought by 
Autophradates. Ncverthelefs, with thefe 
he ventur’d to give him Battel ; and in it, 
but with the lofs of about a thoufand Men, 
cut off feveral thonfands of his. In Me¬ 
mory of which he eredted a Trophy the 
next Day in the Place where they fought. 
After he had remov’d his Camp from 
thence, tho’ his Army was ever the leaft, 
yet he was ftill greateft when the Fight was 
done ; for he underftood the Country, and 
always contrived that the Enemy Ihould be 
confin’d to fuch narrow Places, where he 
had no room to manage any confiderable 
number of Men. Autophradates finding the 
War prov’d more unfuccefsful to his Matter 
than to Datame r, folicited him to' a Peace, 
and promis'd to reftore him to the King’s 
Favour. He accepted the Conditions, tho’ 
he did not think them real; and laid he in¬ 
tended to fend his Ambalfadors to Artax- 
r rxes, in order to an Accommodation. And 
the War being thus ended, Autophradates 

went into Phrygia. 

But the King hated Datarnes fo impla¬ 
cably, that when he faw his Deftruction 
* ^ 

could not be accomplifh’d by any open 
Force, he endeavour’d by fome fccret Me¬ 
thods to take him oft- But he defeated fe¬ 
veral 
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veral of their Defigns; of which the mod 
remarkable was this: He had Intelligence 
that lome about him, and fuch as were re¬ 
puted his Friends, had contriv’d his Death. 
This he thought, becaufe it came from his 
Enemies, was neither to be over-much cre¬ 
dited, nor perte&ly flighted ; but being 
willing to fee the Reality of the thing, he 
went to the very Place where he was told 
they intended the Afl'affination: To one that 
exactly refembled him for Shape and Sta¬ 
ture he likewife gave his Habit, and com¬ 
manded him during the Journey toreprefent 
him, by riding in his place. He himfelf 
was accouter’d like a common Soldier, 
and rid amongft his Guards ; and charg’d 
all the Company to obferve his Motions, 
and fecond them- When the Confpirators 
faw the Company, they were deceiv’d by 
the Place and Drefs, and aflaulted the 
Counterfeit; which when Datames perceiv’d, 
he preiently threw out his Darts ; and the 
reft (according to the Sign) doing fo too, 
they were all kill’d upon the fpot- 

Yet at lad this fagaci ms Man was over¬ 
reach’d by a Project of ALthridates, the 
Son or And\irz.aucs ; who affur’d the King 
of his Death, upon Condition he might 
act as i.e pleas’d with Impunity. The Li¬ 
berty being granted, and the Promife (ac¬ 
cording to the Cuilom of the Perfmns) 
confirm’d by the Hand, he pretended an 

open 
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•pen Defiance of the King, rais’d Forces, 
befteg’d his Towns, and vex’d his Provin¬ 
ces ; by Agents deiir’d a Correfpondence 
with Datames , and, after a Distribution 
among his Soldiers, complemented him 
with a Prefent of rich Spoils. By thefe 
Aft ions he perfwaded Datames , that he had 
engaged himfelf in an everlafting Quarrel 
with the King; but however, to prevent 
the leaft Sufpicion of his Defigns, he neither 
defir'd a Conference with him, or an Inter¬ 
view ; but manag’d his falfe Friendfhip fo 
well at diftance, that nothing fiiould feem 
to be the Foundation of it but their com¬ 
mon Hatred of the King. 

When he thought he had fufficiently fet¬ 
tled him in this Opinion, he fent him Word 
that it was necellary they fhould prepare 
greater Forces, and engage themfelves in an 
aftual War with the King himfelf; and if 
he approv’d the Propofal, that he would 
meet him at any Place he fhould chufe, to 
confult farther about it- The Time and 
Place being appointed, Mitbridates going 
thither fome Days before, with one that 
was his Confident, hid feveral Swords, and 
nicely obferv’d how they lay. When the 
Day came which they had fix’d upon, they 
both fent fome Servants to view the Place, 
and then met according to the Agreement. 
After they had fpent fome time in the De¬ 
bate, and were parted, Mitbridates (that 

he 
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he might not be at all fufpedted) before he 
was got to his Company, return’d to the 
fame Place, and fat down where he had bu¬ 
ried one of the Daggers, as if he had defign'd 
only to reft himfelf. But having taken up 
the Weapon, and conceal’d it under his 
Cloaths, he fent for D at nines, under pre¬ 
tence that he had forgotten fome important 
Matter ; and told him, that as he pafs’d 
along he had fpy’d a very convenient Place 
for their Camp. Dntnmes turning and look¬ 
ing with fome Earneftnefs upon the Place 
which he fnew’d him, was immediately 
ftabb’d in the Back, and dy’d before any 
could come up to his Affiftance. Thus he 
that had over-reach’d many by generous 
Stratagems, but none by any bale Trea¬ 
chery, was at laft deceiv'd and ruin’d by 
the plauiible Pretences of Friendfhip. 
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P AMINO ND A S , the Son of 
Polymnius , was a "Theban. But be¬ 
fore we begin our Account of 
him, it feems necell'ary to delire 
the Readers, that they would not 
make an Eftimate of other Peoples Manners 
by their own,- nor fuppofe, that Things of 
fmall Value with them, bear the fame Rate 
amongft all the reft of Mankind. Mufick 
(we know) according to our Sentiments, is 
below the Dignity of a Prince ; to Dance, 
the mean Employ of Slaves; yet amongft 
the Grecians thefe are genteel Accomplifti- 
ments, of great Repute. Epaminondas’s 

Cha rafter 
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Chara&er deferves to have nothing omitted, 
that may conduce to the Knowledge of fo 
great a Man : Wherefore we {hall in the 
hrft place difcourfe of his Parentage, in the 
next of his Education , then of his Manners 
and Difpcjition , (and if there be any thing 
elfe on thofe Heads worth relating; ) and 
in the laft place, concerning his Actions 
Thefe are great Concerns of Life, and are by 
moft preferr’d before all the folitary Habits 
of a lazy Virtue. His Father’s Name you 
have heard before. His Family was gen- 
teel, yet {iich as might receive, not give a 
Luftre. Poverty feern’d entail’d upon him 
from his Ancehors; yet never was ‘Theban 
more genteelly educated* He learnt to 
play on the Lute, and to Sing, from Diony- 
fus ; whofe Fame in Mufick was not lefs 
than the celebrated Names of Damon or Lam- 
prus. Olympicdorus taught him the Flute, 
and CaPipbron to Dance* His Tutor in Phi- 
lofophy was Lyfis the Tarentinian , of the 
Pythagorean Seft. He was fo great an Ad¬ 
mirer of this old Man, that his referv’d 
fevere Converfation pleas’d him better than 
the gay Company of his Equals; neither 
would he leave him till he had fo far out¬ 
gone his Fellow-Pupils, that it was apparent 
his Excellence in other Arts would be pro¬ 
portionate to his happy Succefs in thefe. 
if you give a Judgment according to our 
Cuftoms, thefe things may feem mean and 

contemptible. 



Epaminondas.' 125 

contemptible, and not proper Themes of 
Praife; yet were they anciently in Greece of as 
great Concern as good Breeding could make 
them* After he was fifteen years old, he be¬ 
took himfelf to the Academy, for the Exer- 
cifesof the Body ; where he did not fo much 
aim at Greatnefs of Strength, as Nimblenefs 
in Motion. The firft he knew might gain 
Applaufe in a Ring, the other was of the 
greateft; Ufe in War: Therefore he defigned 
to himfelf fuch a Perfection in Running and 
Wreftling, as he might be able, while he 
was {landing on his Feet, to grapple and 
clofe with his Enemy; but negleEied the other 
Trick* of thefe Exercife f, which were perform'd 
by the Parties tugging and tumbling one another 

in the Ground. Thefe were his Recreations; 
Arms were his ferious Bufinefs. This 
Strength of Body thus gain'd, was attended 
with a more numerous Train of the Goods 
of the Mind. He was modeft, prudent, 
grave in his Behaviour, of great Addrefs, and 
none more wife in managing each juncto of 
time to the greateft Advantage. He was 
well skill’d in the Art of War, valiant in 
the Duties of it, and of an undaunted 
Courage ; fo fevere a Lover of Truth, that 
he would not lye in Jeft ; chaft, companio¬ 
nate, and patient in an eminent degree ; 
eaiily forgiving, not only the I■ijariesof the 
Multitude, but of lus Friends ; above all 
things, careful to conceal Secrets commit¬ 
ted 
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ted to him ; which fort of Silence is fame times 
of as great Advantage as the clear eft Eloquence . 
He thought the readied way to learn was 
to hear; therefore when he came to. any 
Place in which Debates were held, either 
in Politicks or Philofophy, he never departed 
until the Difcourfe was at an end. Po¬ 
verty was fo eafy a thing to him, that 
Glory was the only Advantage he made or 
the Common-wealth. In his Necefiities he 
was perhdioufly deferted by his Friends; 
yet was his Kindnefs fo conftant to others 
in their Wants, that one would guefs his 
Principle was, that Friends have all things in 
cerumen. Thus, when any of his Country¬ 
men were taken Captive, or any of his Ac¬ 
quaintance had a Daughter marriageable, 
who could not be preferred for want of For¬ 
tune, he call'd a Confult of Friends, allotted 
to every one (according to the Proportion 
of his Eftate) what he fhould give ; and 
when the defign'd Sum was made up, he 
would not himfelf receive it, but introdu¬ 
ced the Perfon, who was to receive the Be¬ 
nefit, to colled: it, that he might know how 
much he ow'd to every one’s Kindnefs- He 
gave a brave Experiment of his Integrity in 
the Repulfe of Diomedon the Cyricenian , who 
at the Requeft of Artaxerxes had undertaken 
to corrupt Epaminondas : In perfuit of this 
Deiign, he comes to Thebes with vail Sums 
of Gold, and with a Prefent of five Ta¬ 
lents 
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ients brings over to his Party Micythus, a 
young Man whom Epaminondas dearly lov’d. 
Micythus addrefles himfelf to Epaminondas, 
and acquaints him with the Gift he had re¬ 
ceiv’d, and the Reafonof Diomedon s coming. 

Whereupon he fent for Diomedon, and thus 
fpeaks to him : There is no leant of Money ; 
for if the King dejires fitch things as are for the 
Intereft of Thebes, 1 am ready to comply with 
him without the Bribe of a Reward ; but if 
they are of another Nature, he has not Silver and 
Gold enough ; for the Love of my Country 
weighs more with me than all the Riches of the 
Univerfe. That you, who did not know me , 
and thought me like your flf made this At¬ 
tempt upon my Virtue, is no IVonder; and 1 for¬ 
give you. But hafteyou hence : Such 'Tempta¬ 
tions may prevail on others, tlrf they can’t on 
me- And you , Micythus, icflore him his 
Money , which if you do net prejently do, I will 
deliver you up into the Hands of Juftite. Dio¬ 
medon, dejedted at the refolute Honehy of 
the Man, now only defires, to return fafely 
Home, and carry his Treafures along with him- 
Ton fall (replies Epaminondas,) not for your 
fake, but my own; lefl if>cur Money Jhonltl be 
taken from you, any cue jhould fufpecl that I ac¬ 
cepted that as a Spoil, which l had before refus’d 
as a Gift ; and did not fo much contemn the 
Bribe, as hate the Obligations of it. Then he 
ask’d him whither he would be convey’d ; 
and Diomedon anfwering, to Athens, he gave 

h i m 
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him a Guard to condud him thither; and 
not content with this, he took care, by 
his Friend Chabriar the Athenian, (whom we 
have mention’d before) that he fhould fe- 
curely take Shipping there. I fuppofe this 
is a fufficient Teflimony of his unfhaken 
Honefty. We might produce a great many 
more of the like Nature •, but we muii deny 
our felves that Liberty ; becaufe we defign 
in this one Volume to comprehend the 
Lives of many illuftrious Perfons ; upon 
each of whom other Writers before us have 
bellow’d large Commentaries. He was the 
moil eloquent of the "Thebans ; nor lefs acute 

in extemporary Repartee, than perfuafive 

in continued Difcourfes. One Menechdes 
was his profefs’d Enemy, always oppofing 
him in the Government of the Common¬ 
wealth : He was a Man ready and bold in 
Difcourfes; that is, he was a Theban to 
which Nation Nature feems to have al¬ 
lotted more of Strength than Wit. When 
this Man found that Epamincndas’s Conduft 
in military Affairs gain’d him Reputation, 
he began to advife the Thebans, to lay afde 
tlx Thoughts of War , and enjoy tbemfelves in 
Peace. This he did, not out of any Love 
to his Country, but to flifle the Occafions 
of Epa'Hincndas’s Glory. To this Epamiwn- 
das replies: War indeed is a dtfmal Word; 
and dis the Sound alone that you make ufe of, 

to 
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to affright our Citizens from their Interefl. 
’ Tis Eafe that you pretend, but Slavery is meant ; 
for the Foundations of Peace are bejl laid by the 
Sword; and they that propofe to themfelves an 
undifiurb'd and flour ijhtng Tranquility , mufl be 
well difciplin din War. Therefore (O Thebans) 
would you raife your State above the rejl of 
Greece, this Glory is to be gain’d in Camps, 
not Schools of Exercife. At another time, 
when this fame Meneelides objected to him, 
T’hat he was never married , and had no Children ; 
and principally infilled on this as a great 
height of Infoience, That he durfl compare his 
own Actions with thofe of Agamemnon’* ; he 
anfwered : Meneclides, do not object the want 

of a Wife; for IJbould in that Affair fooner take 
any Man’s Advice than yours , (for Meneclides 
lay under the Sufpicion of a very inconti¬ 
nent Fellow : ) But you are mifiaken , if you 
think it my Ambition to reach Agamemnon*/ 
Glory ; for he, with the Ajfifiance of all Greece, 
fcarcely at lafi, in ten Tears time, took one City; 
whereas I, on the other fide, with the Jingle 
Forces of one City, and in one Day, routed the 
Lacedemonians, and deliver’d all Greece 
from Slavery. When he went to the Con¬ 
vention of the States of Arcadia, to engage 
them in a League with the Thebans and Ar- 
gives, he found there Callifiratus the Athe¬ 
nian Ambalfador to oppofe his Defigns, 
who was efteem’d the bell Orator of his 
Time : He very bitterly inveighed againft 

the 
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the Thebans and Argives, who were then 
Confederates ; and amongft the reft of the 
Invectives were thefe : That the Arcadians 
jhould confider what kind, of Men both Cities had 
produc’d, and from theme give a Judgment of 
the ref: Oreftes and Alcmseon mere Argives, 
and thefe wickedly murder’d their Mother; 
Oedipus mas born at Thebes, mho, when he 
had kilt’d his Father, married his Mother, and 
had Children by her. When Epammondas had 
ar.fwer’d the reft of his Speech, he came at 
laft to his Railing; and faid : He wonder’d at 
the Folly of the Athenian Orator, who did not 
confdcr, that theje Men were born innocent ; 
but when they had ccntracled HFckednefs enough 
to be expell’d their own Country, zeere jet 
thought good enough to be receiv’d and carejs’d 
at Athens. But then did his Eloquence 
moil eminently appear, when, before the 
' Battle of Leucha, all the Ambalfadorsot the 
Confederates were met at Sparta: Here, in 
this great Ailembly, he fo clearly fet forth 
the Tyranny ot the Lacedemonians, that 
his Difcourle did as much {hake the Great- 
nefs of that State as the Battle at Leuclra ; 
for then it was (which appear’d afterwards) 
that they were deprived of the Affiftance 
of their Allies. That he was a very forgi¬ 
ving Man, and thought it unlawful to be an¬ 
gry at, or revenge, the Injuries of his Coun¬ 
try, take the following Inftances. When 

Envy had fo fat work’d him out of the Af¬ 
fections 
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feftions of his Citizens, that they would 
not chufe him Genera!, but fupply’d that: 
Truft with a very unskilful Commander, 
whofe Imprudence led their Forces into 
fuch Streighis, that they were inclos’d by 
their Enemies, and now near Ruin j they 
began to refleft upon, and wifh for, the 
good Con cl udt of Epaminondas, who was at 
this time a common Soldier in the Army. 
To him they apply themfelves for Affiftance; 
who taking no notice of their Ingratitude, 
rais’d the Enemies Leaguer, and fecured 
a fafe Retreat to the Army. Such Aftions 
as thefe he often perform’d ; but that which 
bears a greater Luftre than any of the reft, 
is his brave Deportment when he led the 
Army into Peloponnefus againft the Lacede¬ 
monians ; in which Expedition he had two 

Collegues, one of which was Ptlopidas , a 
very valiant Man ; who falling under the 
Envy of fome Crimes that were fafien’d 
upon him by his Advcrfaries, ail their Com¬ 
mands were taken from them, and new 

Pretors appointed to fuccced. Epaminondas 

refus’d to obey this Act of State, and per- 
fuahed his Collegues to do the like • and fo 
they proceeded in the Management of that 
War. The Reafon upon which Epaminondas 
acted was this: He feu Java (if he comply’d) 
the Iinorance and Fully of the dejlgu'd Com¬ 
manders mould ruin the Army. The Law 
was* That it Jbouhi be Death for any Man to 

H retain 
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retain bis Command longer than was limited by 
his Ccmtnifjicn • This Epaminondas well un- 
detilood, and the Danger of it; but did 
not think fit, that the Law, which v as made 
for the Prefervation of the Commonwealth, Jhould 
be turn’d to its Rum ; therefore he durft con¬ 
tinue his Command four Months longer than 
the People had enadted. After their Re¬ 
turn Home, his Collegues being impeach’d 
upon this Crime, he permitted them to caft 

the whole Guilt upon him, and to plead, 
'That it was wholly thro his means they had not 
obey’d the Orders of the State. Which Plea 

J * 

brought them clearly eft : But none cpuld 
believe Epaminondas would make any Reply, 
becaufe the Crime being plain, they could 
not fancy what Defence could be made in 
the Cafe. He makes his Appearance, 
pleads guilty to his lndidtment, and con- 
ftiles all that his Collegues had laid to his 
Charge; and tells them, that he was very 
ready to undergo the Punifhmcnt the Law 
appointed ; but now, being a dying Man, 
deiir’d this one Favour of them, that this 
Infcripticn might be wrote on his Tomb: 
Epaminondas was put to Death by the The¬ 
bans, bicauf at LeuCtra he forced them to over- 
tome the Lacedemonians ; whom^ before he 
was General , m t a Man of the whole Country of 
Bceotia had the Courage to look upon in the 
Field ; and that in cm Battle he net only rais’d 
Thebes from cut of its Ruins, but refien’d ail 

Greece 
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Greece its Liberty ; and fo far chang'd the 
Scene of Affairs, that the Thebans Left eg d 
Sparta, and the Lacedsemonian Pride was 
brought fo low as to be contented not to be 
Slaves ; neither , tho commanded , would he 
lay down his Arms , till he had fortify'd Meflena, 
and by that means laid a perpetual Bridle upon 
the proud City of Sparta. This Speech 
rais’d Admiration, Laughter, and Applaufe 
in the whole Aflembly ; fo that not one of 
the Judges durft give their Verdift : And 
thus he came off this Trial for his Life with 
great Reputation. The laft time he was 
General was at Mantinea \ where, prefling 
too boldly upon the Enemies, they foon 
apprehended the Advantage, and (knowing 
his Death would be the Safety of their 
Country) turn’d their whole Force upon 
him, encompafs’d him, and would not 
leave the Purfuit, till after a great Slaugh¬ 
ter on both lides, and a brave Reiiflance 
made by Epaminondas, they faw him, (wound¬ 
ed with a Dart) fall to the Ground. This 
fad Accident did at firft fomewhat difcoa- 
rage the Boeotians; but recollecting them- 
felves, Revenge fucceeded Grief, and they 
gave not over till they had utterly routed 
the Enemy. Epaminondas finding himlelf 
mortally wounded, and knowing, that 
fhould the Shaft be pull’d out of his Head, he 
muff immediately die, kept it in fo long, 
’till ’twas told him his Army had got the 

H 2 Victory : 
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Victory: Then (fays he) I have liv’d long enough, 
for Ijhaddie unconquer d. So the Iron being 
drawn out, he immediately expir’d. He 
was never married; for which Pel pi das , 
(who had a very debauch’d Son) thus re¬ 
proving him, That he took but little Care of 
the Commonwealth, who would net leave Chil¬ 
dren behind hint to fupport it after his Death: 


t * J 

fe Offices to n> in leaving ft 


per ft 5 


deft 


but cannot maintain a 


Commonwealth : But as for ?ue y l cannot want 


IJJue ; 

which 


the Leuctrian Victory is 

f 


off 




v:y Name- At the time that the Exiles, 
under the Conduct of Pclcpidas, furpriz’d 
Thebes, and drove the Lacedemonian Garri- 
fon our of the Caftlc, Epamiumdas (fo long 
as his own Citizens were engag’d in the 
Fight) kept himfelf at Heme, and forbore 
ail Action. Tire Rcafon of which Proceed¬ 
ing was, that he could nor in Honour join 
with thefe Berra vers of their Countrv, nor 
would he appear in Arms again it them, be- 

wou'd nor frain himfeif with the 
Elood of his Countrymen ; for he well 
knew, That Tibi cry in a Civil liar was at left 
but an unfortunate Prize. But this fame Man, 
as foon as the Battle was drawn off as far 
the Cadrr.ea, and the La^edarnmians only 
concern'd, thruft himfelf into the fore mod 
Rank. I think I fiia!l have faid enough of 

the 


can! 


1 
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the Virtues and Aftions of this great Man, 
if I add but this one thing, which none can 
deny, ; hat betore Epamincndads Birth, and 
after bus Death, Thebes was conftantly fub- 
jedt to a foieign Powerbut on the con¬ 
trary, while he preiided in that Common¬ 
wealth, it became the leading State of 
Greece. Whence we may draw this Conclu- 
fion, ‘that the £> avery of one great Man dies 
more advance a State, than the whole Maf of 
People. 
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E LOP I DAS, the ‘Theban, is 
more famous in Hiftory than 
common Talk ; ofvvhofe Vir¬ 
tues 1 cannot tell in what 
manner 1 (hall treat: For 


T.'. \j \ •. 


Cit’p 


full Defcription of his 


Actions, Lis juilly to be fear’d, that I 
Inonld rather Lem to write a Hiftory than 
iris Life ; ar.d it 1 fhould only touch upon 
the Heads, that then I fhould cloud his Re¬ 


putation ; and thofe who are unacquainted 
with the Greek Hiftories, would not per¬ 
ceive how great a Man lie was: Therefore, 
to the beft of my Power to prevent both, 
I fhall provide again ft the Satiety as well 
as Ignorance of my Readers* PbxbidcM the 

Spartan, 
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Spartan, as he led his Army thro 5 Thebes to¬ 
wards Olyntbus, at the Inftigation of fome 
few Thebans (who, that they might the 
more eafily check the contrary Fa&ion, 
fided with the Spartan Intereft) furpriz’d 
the Citadel Cadmea ; and this he did, not 
by any Order from the State, but upon his 
own Head ; for which the Lacedemonians 
took away his CommilTion, and fet a Fine 
upon him ; but refus’d to furrender the 
Caftle to the Thebans ; concluding it more 
politick, now Diitaile was once given, to 
continue a Guard upon them, than permit 
them to be free. For after the P eloponnef.an 
War, and the Athenians overcome, they 
faw the Thebans only hand in Competition, 
and dare to oppofe their Empire. Upon 
this account they put their Friends in 
Power; and as for the Heads of the Faction, 
fome they butcher’d, and fome they ha- 
nifti’d ; amongft which this Pelopidas (whom 
1 mention’d in the beginning) was an 
Exile. Almoft all thefe lied to Athens , not 
to live lazily, and at eafe, but as being 
the neareft and mod convenient Station, 
whence on the firft Opportunity they might 
endeavour the Freedom of their Country : 
And therefore as foon as time appear’d, 
upon Agreement with their Friends at 
Thebes , they made choice of that Day in 
which the Governors us’d to meet at a pub- 
lick Banquet, to dellroy their Enemies, and 

H 4 free 
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free the City. Great Actions are often per¬ 
form’d with no great Force ; but certainly 
never bercre, from fo mean a Beginning as 
this, was fo great an Empire overthrown: 
For not above twelve of the banifh’d Youths 


undertook the Enterprize, and not above 
an Hundred would join with them in fo 
dangerous an Attempt; and yet by this 
deiptcCo’e Number was the Power of the 
Spartans ruin’d •• For thefe did not fo much 
attempt the contrary Faction in Thebes, as 


the Laeedxmoiuvns, the then Lords of Greece ; 


and whole Empire, fir ft wounded by this 
Action, was a little while atier, in the Battle 
o iLeudlra, brought to the laft Gafp. Now 
thefe twelve, PT.p-d.u their Leader, leav¬ 
ing Athens in the Day-time, that about the 
dusk of the Evening they might reach Thebes, 
to prevent Sufpicion, they put themfelves in 
a Country Drefs, and appear’d like Hunters, 
with Hounds, Hunting-poles and Nets ; 
ar.d entring the G’ty at the very nick of 
time, they refrefh’d themfelves at Charon’s 
Houle, by whole A ppointment the Day lor 
the Attempt was 1ft. And here I crave 


leave to break my Story with a fliort Ob- 
fervaticn: To what great Calamities doth 
lupine Security expofe ! For the Theban Ma¬ 
gistrates were quickly inform’d that the 


Exiles were in Town 

their Entertainment, 


; but being eager on 
they flighted the Dif- 


covery fo much, that they would not 


trouble 
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trouble themfelves to examine a matter 
fo great Concernment. Belidcs, which is 
a clearer Demonftration of their Madnefs, 
a Letter was brought from Arcbias the chief 
Prieft of Athens , to Arcbias the chief Ma¬ 
gi drat e of Thebes, which made a full Difco- 
very of the Plot. This being deliver’d him 
while he was at Table, without opening 
it, he clapt it under his Cuftiion, with 
tliefe Words, 1 adjourn Bufinejs till to Mor¬ 
row. In the dead time of the Night, when 
they were well drunk, the Exiles, under 
the Conduct of Pelopidas, difpatch’d them 
all: And that Work once over, and the com¬ 
mon People call’d in to Liberty and Arms, 
many from the Country as well as Town 
came in to their Afliftance. They beat the 
Spartan Garrifbn out of the Caitle, freed 
their Country, and as for thofe who entic’d 
Phxbidas to furprize the Cadmea, fome they 
executed, and fome they banifh’d. All this 
unquiet time, Epaminondas (as I hinted in 
his Life) whilft the Citizens only quarrell’d . 
among!! themfelves, never flirt’d; and 
therefore the freeing of Thebes is the peculiar 
Glory of Pelopidas. In a 1 moll all other 
Exploits Epaminondas had a Share for in 
the Battle at Leu'cha Epaminondas was Ge¬ 
neral, and Pelopidas Captain of a felect 
Band, which Hr ft broke the main Body of 
the Spas tans; and in all Enterprises he made 
one. Thus when Sparta was ilorm’d, he 

H 5 . com- 
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commanded one Wing; and that the old 
Mejfti itans might quickly recover their own 
Country, lie himfelf went an Ambaflador 
to the Perfian: In fhorr, he was the other 
Man at Thebes; tho’ but fecond, yet fo as 
to be next Epaminondas. He had alfo crofs 
Fortune to encounter; for firft (as I have 
already mention’d) he liv’d in Banifhment; 
and when he defign’d to bring Thejfaly un¬ 
der the Theban Power, and thought the 
Character of an Ambaflador, which all 
N ations hold facred, was a fufficient Pro¬ 
tection, he and Jfmenias were feiz’d by 
Alexander the Pherean Tyrant, and clapt in 
Chains. Eparninmdas warr’d on Alexander , 
and reliev’d him; but neither after that 
could he be Friends with him that had 
offer’d the Affront ; and therefore he per- 
fuaaed the Thebans to undertake the Pro¬ 
tection of Thejfaly , and expel the Tyrants. 
He beirg chief Commander in that Expe¬ 
dition, and having led his Forces into Thef- 
fih, as loon as ever he came in fight of the 
Enemy, haded to a Battle: In which Fight, 
when he faw Alexander, fir’d with Rage, he 
fpjrr’d his Horfe towards him, and advan- 
c ng a great wav before his Soldiers,was fhot 

c - __ y J 

tnrough. This happen’d in his fecond Vic¬ 
tory; iorthe Tyrant’s Forces were already 
routed. For this Action, all the Cities of 
Theffah, honour’d dead Pelopidas with golden 
Crowns, and brazen Statues ; and gave his 
Children a confiderable piece of Land. 

THE 



THE 





GESILAUS of Lacedamon is 
a Perfon highly applauded by 

the greater part of Hittorians,. 
particularly by Xenophon, Scholar 
of Socrates, who treats h.m with a lingular 
Refpedf. At firft he flood in Competition 

for the Crown with Leotychides, his Brother 

Agis s Son. It was a receiv’d Cuflom 
among the Spartans, to dignify two Perfons 
at a time with the Name of King, tho’ in 
effect neither of them had much of the 
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Power, 
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*' Power, Thele two were always to be. 
of the t wo eminent Families of Proc/m and 

Eur\fihi>:es i formerly Kings of Sparta ; who 
had both defcended from the ever famous 
Hercules, and from him had derived their 
Titles: Yet efpecial Care was taken that 
the two Lines fhouldnot mix and confound, 
but that each fhould defcend in its proper 
Channel; and that in both thefe the eldeft 
Heir Male fhould always fucceed ; and in 
defect of him, the next Prince of the Blood; 
the Female Sex being excluded- Agis in 
his Life-time had denied Lectychides to be 
f legitimate ; but being better advis’d at 
his Death, declar’d him to be his Son ; 
which gave Encouragement to Leotychides, 
after the Deceafe of Agis, to difpute the 
Empire with his Uncle Agejilaus ; but by 
tire Prevalency of L\fander, a turbulent 
and potent Man in thofc Times,. Lectychides 
was rejected, and Agejtlam preferred. 

No 


* The greateft part of the executive Power was 
devolv’d upon the ; only the Power of Peace 

and War, and impofing of Ceremonies in Religion, 
remaining in the King.. Aril 1 . Pc'. Lb. c. to. 

For Lcot'fciiHes was fupposM to be Ballard to 
AL ibi.'A:s, w ho, v-hen Agis was abfent in the Wars, 
was obferv'J to entertain too fecret a Correfpon- 
der.ce with the Queen ; which being made 

known to Ao-tJ, he look’d upon her I flue as fpurious, 

Hiticl) Alc.b. Atlev&us* 
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No fooner was he inverted in the King¬ 
dom, but, being of an active Spirit, he per- 
fwadcs the Lacedemonians to make an Inva- 
fion upon Afia, and to commence War 
againft that King in his Territories; hold¬ 
ing it a Maxim of good Policy, rather to 
remove a War into an Enemy’s Country, 
than to entertain it at Home. Befides, the 
Noife of * Artaxerxes’s Arms had already 
reach’d Greece ; to invade which, he had 
equipt a well furnifli’d Fleet, and fet a 
potent Land Army on foot: And therefore 
to prevent him, Ageftlaus , as foon as he had 
got his Forces in a readinefs, enters Afnv 
with fuch an incredible Expedition, that his 
unexpected Prefence anticipated the Fame 
of his coming; and that King’s Lieutenants 
found him fet down in the midft of their 
Country, before they had any notice of his 
Defign, to their great Artonilhment and C011- 
fufion, they not being in a Pofture to make: 
any Defence. The News oi fo unexpected 
a Gueft could not long be conceal’d from- 
the Ears of TSiJJapbemes , Artaxerxes’s Vice¬ 
roy there; who, upon the firft Advertife- 
ment of it, politickly defires a Truce with 
the Spartans , under pretence of his friend¬ 
ly Interpolition, to accommodate Matters 

amicably 



* At chat time King of Perji.t, 
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amicably and fairly betwixt both Parties; 
but really for nothing but to gain time to 
levy Forces. However it was, a Truce 
was agreed upon for three Months ; the 
two Generals binding themfelves with a fo- 
lemn Oath to obferve it. And according¬ 
ly none was more pun&ually obferv’d by 
Agefilaus , and lefs by Ttjfapbernes, who 
improv’d the time in making Preparation 
for War. This the generous Spartan knew 
very well; but could not be induc’d to vio¬ 
late his Oath and make a Breach ; faying, 
“ That he fliould be the greateft Gainer at 
“ length; for ‘ Tijfapherr.es by his Perjury 
" mu ft neceftarily expofe himfelf and his 
<c Undertakings to the juft Indignation of 
<( the Gods and Men ; but that he by re- 
“ ligious Obfervancefhould gain both Re- 
“ putation and Strength to his Parry ; fince 
“ the Gods are always more propitious to, 

^ and all wife Men will the rather favour 
“ and wifti well to thofe who put a Value 
“ upon what they fay, and are true to the 
“ Truft which ts repos’d in them. 

The Truce expir’d, 'Tljfaph ernes draws 
down his Forces into Ca. la, partly to fecure 
his own PoiTrlSons there, and becaufe that 
Country, being of all thericheft, would in 
all probability be tire Objeft of the Enemies 
firft Attempt. But he was miilaken in his 
Conjecture ; for Agefilaus fuddenly wheels 

about 
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about into * Phrygia, which he over-ran 
with fuch Celerity, that he had depopulated 
the whole Country, before T’tjjaphernes had 
advanc’d one Foot forward to its Relief. 

Having here gratified his Soldiers with 
the Spoils of the Place, he brought them 
back to their Winter Quarters at Ephefm , 
where he fet the Artifans on work to pre¬ 
pare and furnifh him with all forts of Arms; 
and thofe of his Soldiers who were in- 
duftrious to fit and accouter themfelves 
therewith, he (for the Encouragement of 
others) oblig’d with fome fpecial Reward 
or Mark of his Favour ; as likewife every 
one who in their daily military Exer- 
cifes particularly fignaliz’d himfelf above 
the reft ; by which means he efte&ed, 
that in a few Days he had the belt ap¬ 
pointed, and the beft difciplin’d Army in 
the World. When it was time to leave 
his Winter Quarters, he publicity pro¬ 
claim’d what way he really delign’d to di¬ 
rect his Courfe; having learnt by good 

Experience, that the incredulous Afmn 
would never believe the Protefts of his 

) 


* Frontlnus, lik . 1. r. 8. fpeaking of this Expedi¬ 
tion, inftead of PLrytria reads Lydia • but the Mi- 
ftdke is not great; for Phrygia, which is a Province 
in Afia Minor , his Car in , Lydia, My ft a and Bithynia, 
bordering fo nearly upon it, that, as Strabo fays, 
they are not eafily diftinguifhed, but are often pro- 
mifcuoyfly taken one for another. 
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Enemy, but would certainly fend his Forces 
_ lard thofe Provinces which were nuoft 
diftant from that which he declar’d him¬ 
felf ready to invade- Accordingly it prov’d ; 
for Agejilaus manifcfting his Defign to make 
an Inroad into * Sardis , Tijfapbernes (whole 
own Fault it was thus to be deceived 
the fecond time) again advances into Caria 
to defend it; but by the Event difcovering 
his Error, he returns with all fpeed to the 
AlTiitance of Sardis; but it was almoft too 
late ; for by that time he had reach’d the 
Place, the active AgsJUaus had polled him- 
feif in all the mo ft important Places of the 
Countrv, and had loaded himfelf with 


the Spoils of it. 


djli 


ftronger m Horfe; and therefore the wary 
Sparta,is declin’d all Opportunities of enga¬ 
ging in open Campaign, and made choice of 
Places, the DifHculry of which render’d the 
Enemy's Horfe of little or no Advantage to 
them ; by winch Policy he always remained 
abfolute Conqueror in Ajia , tho’ much infe¬ 


rior in Power; ballancing the Inequality of 
Number with the Excellency ot his Conduct. 


But whiid 


I • 
i l \ 


was coalultir.g to extend 
his Vict: ties into the very B 
and to m 


nveis of Perfni , 

ake the Sultan himfelf fcniible of 


tire heavy Stroke of his Arms, he receives 


an 


T• o Tic- '■! 


tv Ot Her, £'. 11. ///•, j, 

Qa■:A c d;; 5.a - ;! 7 -;; td Creed Peri a Sr*t dis ? 

t J 
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an Exprefs from the Ephori of Sparta , com¬ 
manding his fpeedy Return thither; the A- 
thenians and Boeotians having denounced open 
War againft that State- And here we have 
a fair Opportunity of difeovering the ex¬ 
cellent Piety as welt as Fortitude of Agefi- 
lam ; who, when he was at the Head of a 
victorious Army, and might, in defpite ofc 
the World, have put himfelf in PofielTion 
of the whole Empire of Perjia , did yet, not- 
withftanding fo advantageous a Profpect, 
fubmit to the Commands cf the abfent Ma- 
gillrates with fo much Readinefs and Con- 
defcenlion, as if he had wore the Character 
of a private Commoner in Sparta, rather 
than of fo great a Prince. A rare Example, 
worthy of the belt of Emperors 1 Agefilam, 
the incomparable Age/dans! to the Scorn 
and Contempt of the ambitious World, 
choofes rather to be Mailer of a good 
Reputation, than of the moil flouriihing 

; rather to command the Affec¬ 
tions of his Country, than to be Lord of 
Af.a • Accordingly he is rcfolv’d, and 


Empire 


m 


purfuan.ee of this fo generous a Refolution, 
ufes fuch Expedition, that he pailes the 
Hellefpont with his whole Army in thirty 
Days, which Xerxes could not accompliih 
under a whole Year. But when he came near 
to Ptlopomefe , he found his way block’d up at 

* CoYonea 


* A City in Bccoti.r. 


f 
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Coronea bv the Athenian*, Boeotians, and 

their Confederates, who :ud ported them- 
felves there to impe* 4 -’ him in his Paflage. 
But in vain did they contend againft him 
who had Fortune at his Command ; for at 
the firft Encounter he gave them a total 
Rout. The Victory was great; but yet 
the Praife of it was further enhanced by his 


religious Clemency ; for when home of the 

Enemy, efcap’d from the Battel, had taken 
Sanctuary in t Minerva’s Temple, and he 
was ask’d, what he would be pleas’d to 
determine concerning them, he ftridtly for¬ 
bid any Violence to be offer’d to them; tho’ 


he might partly have facrific’d them as pro¬ 
per Vnbrims to his deep Refeniments, and to 
that noble Blood which he himfeif had 


expended in the Quarrel, having receiv’d 
fome confiderable Wounds in the Fight. 
But his religious Refpeft towards the facred 
Temples did not only evidence it feJf in 
Greece, but in AJia too, where he exprefs’d 
the like Concent to preferve the facred Al¬ 
tar and the Images of the Gods from Vio¬ 
lence and Prophanation: And he was often 
obferv’d to fay; “ That in his Opinion, he 

“ was 


* The Thebans, Athenians, Argives, Corinthians , 
Euboeans and Losriwt, as Xenophon gives the Account, 
t Which was at lto?:ia y a City in 'Theffal y, lo 

called dfc T« A? V KO.I I Tail A *A9 1/JJA} 

fays StepbJhUJ trom itc /.• 
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“ was equally facrilegious who offer’d Vio- 
“ lence to the Altar, or the Votary at the 
<c Altar; and that in efted he was the Cri- 
“ minal who was an Enemy to the facred 
“ Place, or the Religion of the Place. 

After this, Corinth was the chief Seat of 
Adion, from whence this took the Deno¬ 
mination of the Corinthian War. Here, al¬ 
beit in one Engagement he had left 10000 
of his Enemies breathlcfs upon the Ground, 
and hadfo far weakened the Enemies Forces, 
that in all Mens Opinions they were per- 
fedly broken,and incapacitated ever to rally 
again ; yet the generous Ageftlam , no lei's 
a Mailer of Himfelf than the Enemy, was 
fo far from entertaining himfelf with any 
infolent Conceits of his own Atchievements, 
that with a noble Compaffion he deplored 

the unhappy State of Greece, which through 
its own Divifions (hould lofe the Lives of 
fo many brave Men ; whofe Valour, if it 
had been plac'd on a right level, and di- 
reded accordingly, would inevitably have 
prov’d the Ruin of Perjia. After this, 
having pent up the Enemy within the Walls 
of Corinth, he was advis’d to lay clofe Siege 
to that Place ; but generoufly repiy’d, 
“ That it was beneath the Prudence of his 
Condud fo to do ; for altho’ he knew 
“ very well how to reduce a Criminal to a 
Senfeof his Duty, yet he did not think the 
Cities of Greece proper Objeds of his Va- 

“ lour; 
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‘ c lour; for whilft Greece fought again ft Greece, 
“ and deftroy’d its own Members, whofe 
ct Concern againil u.c common Enemy (the 


cc 








cc 


t c 




cc 


( c 


.j - barian) was on. and the fame, every 
Member, which by ids means was rent 


and ;■ ‘a off, was loft the whole Body, 
whofe strength was mere by impair’d, 
and it incapacitated to re lift the At¬ 
tempts ot tne Enemy, who would im¬ 
prove the Advantage cf their Divifious 
to their Comufion. 


In the mean time happen’d that unfortu¬ 
nate Battel a: leA/.:, fatal to the Laced 
raoa.ras, whither Age (lam, as if he had 
been cor,(clows of the Event,-could not by 
any Art be perfuaded to go; but after¬ 
wards, when Epamincndiu had invefted the 
City Sparta *, it being at that time naked, 
and not defended with any Wall, Ageftlam 
behav’d himfeif with fo much Gallantry 
and Relolution, that in all Mens Opinion, 
if Sparta had wanted her Agejilam, file had 


no: long been Sparta. One remarkable 
Ir.itance there was, wherein his expedite 
and feafonable Coanfel difeover’d it felt to 
the Advantage of all; for when fome rath 
young Men, terrified with the Report ot 

the 


* Tr: tcydldes in his Proem fays, that the Cities of 
Gr eece hid no Walls: but afterwards the Sbartan Tv- 

' j < 

rants, dill rafting the Strength of their Arms, encom¬ 
pass'd S^art* with a ftrong Wall. JujUx* lit• 14. 
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the T’bebam Approach, had taken up a Refo- 
lution to pafs over to them, and in order 

thereto had poikfs’d themfelves of a Poll 
without the City, Agefilaus forefeeing the 
ill Confequcnce and Example of it, if any 
of his Men fiiould be known to go over to 
the Enemy, <c he cunningly joins himfelf 
“ with them, commends their Choice of 
<c that Place where they were polled, and 
“ tells them, that he himfelf had defign’d 
“ the fame before ; and therefore that he 
“ would be their Leader, and the Corapa- 
tC nion of their Fortunes. They, caught with 
this Stratagem, prefently return’d to their 
Allegiance, and having fome of Agefilaus's 
Followers join’d with them, lay afide all 
thoughts of furrendring the Place ; for their 
Numbers being augmented with Men of 
good Experience and Conduit, they durll not 
embrace any treacherous Delign, and defin¬ 
ed the more willingly, bccaufe they thought 

that their Treafon was not yet difeover’d* 
After the Battle of Leuch-a , Sparta could 
never recover itfeif, or regain its priiline 
Majefty and Power 5 yet Agefilaus bravely 
bore up under all Fortunes, and never 
wanted a helping Hand to fublevate the 
finking State. Particularly,'when the Lau- 

damonians were one time in great want for 

Money, he, by protecting thofe who had 
been defective in their Duty, and had in- 
curr’d the Cenfure of the Laws, obtain’d 

great 
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great Sums of Money from them, all which 
he frankly beftow’d upon the Publick. And 
this was more fignally remarkable in him, 
that of all the rich Prefents which were 
given him by King?, Noble Perfons, or Ci¬ 
ties which he had oblig’d, he never con¬ 
verted any to his own private Ufe; neither 
did he ever deviate from the laudable Fru¬ 
gality and Thrift of the Spartans: His Diet 
was homely, his Apparel plain, his Lodging 
not adorn’d with the novel Bravery of the 
Times, but the fame with that of Euryfihe - 
nes the Founder of his Family ; into which 
if you fhould enter, you would find no 
Provifion for Luft, none for Luxury; but 
Patience was the Ornament of it, Abfti- 
nence its belt Furniture, with thefe it 
abounded ; but in other things it was not 

difiinguifh’d from the Houfe of a poor 
Man or private Perfon. 

But Nature was not more indulgent to 
this great Perfon in beftowing upon him fo 
many excellent Qualities of Mind, than 
(he was niggardly in difpenfing the Graces 
of his Body ; for he was low of Stature, 
and lame of one Foot; which latter Defect 
made him appear fomething deform’d ; 
and Strangers, that beheld his Face and the 
outward Frame of his Body, flighted and 
contemn’d him ; but thole that were ac¬ 
quainted with the inward Accomplifhments 
of his Mind, could ne\er admire him 

enough. 
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enough. According to his former Cuftom, 
when he was eighty Years old, and was 
come into Egypt as Auxiliary to * T'hacus , he 
lay down to deep upon the Shore amonglt 
his Followers, without any Roof above 
him but that of Heaven, or Bed under him 
but the Earth, which he cover’d with 
Straw, a Bead’s Skin being his Coverlet. In 
the fame manner lay all his Companions 
round him in mean and very contemptible 
Habit, and which was fo far from fignify- 
ing the Perfon of a King to be amongfl: 
them, that it rather gave caufe to fufpeft 
him to be fome defpicable mean Perfon. 
When the Noife of his coming was bruited 
abroad, and had reach’d the Ears of the 
Perfian, Meflengers with Prefents were in- 
ftantly fent to him ; tho’ when they came 
and enquir’d which was Agefilaus , they 
could fcarce be induc’d to believe that he 
was one of thofe that lay down in that neg¬ 
lected Manner. But when, after their 
Complements made, they had tender’d their 

Pre- 


* ‘Tb.tcus hiving been conftituted by the King of 
VcYjix chief Commander of all his Forces in E*)pt f 
hid rreacheroufly caufed E?vt-t and the Forces un¬ 
der his Command to revolt from the Perjir.71, and 
made himfelf King ; which give occafion to the 
World to reprehend Agejllim for this Action, it 
being thought unworthy of fo great a Min, and a 
Gr-wt ?n too, for Lucre fake to give Afiiftance to fo 
bale a Rebel. Pin turd . 


154 Agesilaus. 

Prefents to him, he only made choice of 
fome Veal-fielh, and other Vi&uals for pre- 
fent ufe, and had diftributed amongft his 
Servants thefweet Ointments, the Coronets, 
with the morecurious Fare, and referv’d no¬ 
thing for himfelf, but fent back all the reft 
again. The Barba-,-inns then look’d upon him 
with greater Contempt than before, impu¬ 
ting it to his Ignorance, that he made choice 
of thofe lefs valuable things. Afterwards, 
when he left Eg\pt, he was prefented by 
King * Nectaaabes with 220 Talents, all 
which he liberally diflributed amongft his 
Followers the Lacedemonians* Coming from 
thence into a Haven betwixt Cyrene and 
Eg)pt , commonly known by the Name of 
t Menelaus’s Haven, he unhappily fell 
ftek ol a fatal Difeafe, of which he 11 died. 
His Friends, in order to convey his dead 
Body, in defect of Honey, anointed it with 
Wax, and carried it home to Sparta. 

THE 


* affirms this Kir.;:; Neclw ibes to be T*/-.:- 

cus himfelf, who thus rewarded him for confirming 
him in his Kingdom ; but Plnf.rch will have him to 
be Ccuhu to Ti .tens, who being, during thefe Com- 
motions, declared King, was grateful to AgeJJlans 
for the good Service he hid done him. 

t Strs.be -mentions this Port of Aleyiehus* focnli'd 
from Metitlaus the Greet ’tf, who coming into GF.:Jn- 
rrv*?, and from thence foiling into A}n-:a, cime to 
Lard with his Ships in the Coiffo about //nf 
which from thence forwards too. It his Name. 

li After he had liv’d $4 Years, and reign’d 41, Pint* 


THE 



Done into Englijh by Mr. Ch. AUejlree, M. A. 

of Chrijl-Churcb College, Oxon. 

17 A/£JV £5 was a Native of 
Cardin, and fo eminent for 
perfonal Courage, that had his 
Fortune or Succefs been in any 
degree equal to it, he had not, 
"cis true, been really greater than he was, (bc- 
caufe we meafure the Greatnefs of an Hero 
by his inward Virtue, and not by any out¬ 
ward Circumftances of Fortune) but ftill he 

had been more honourable and illuftrious, 
and Fame had render’d him more confidera- 
ble in the Eye of the World. It was his Un- 
happinefs to be born in an Age wherein the 
Macedonians flourifh’d, and were at that 

1 
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height of Renown, as to eclipfe his Merit : 
Neither was it any (mail matter of Reproach 
and Detraction to him (who liv’d conftant- 
ly amongft them) to be ignominioufly up¬ 
braided with the Appellation of a Fo¬ 
reigner, and a Man defcended of a mean 
Stock ; and yet he himfelf was the chief 
of the Family he fprung from. So that, 
upon thefe Reafons, they envy’d him the 
Glory of Precedence, and yet were forc’d 
to be content and fubmit to it: For he fur- 


pafs’d them all 


Qualifications 


Statefman, in Care, Induftry, and Patience; 


of Invention. 


Quickt 

Thefe Endowments recom¬ 


mended him early to the Acquaintance.of 
King Philip; which in a very Ihort time he 
improv’d into a moll intimate Familiarity 
and Friendfliip ; for as young as he was, 
there appear’d fuch a Genius, and generous 
Spirit, as promis’d much future Great- 
nefs. So that the King conflituted him 
his Secretary ; which is an Employment of 
greater Reputation and Honour amongft 
the G.uians than it is with the Romans 
for we juftly efleem Perfons of that Cht" 
radter, as they really are, to be only mcr- 1 
cenary Scribes, and employ’d for Gainbur 
on the contrary, no Man was ever in Gieat 
advanc’d to the Dignity of that Station, 
but fuch as were born of honeft Parents, 

were of approv’d Integrity, and had Abi¬ 
lities 
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licies fit for the Service: And the Reafon is, 
becaufe their Office gives them Accefs to 
Princes, makes them neceflarily acquainted 
with great Intrigues, and the fecret Mea- 
fures and Refolutions of all their Councils- 
He enjoy’d this Honour and Place in his 
Affection during the laft feven Years of 
King Philip’s Reign, and (after his Death) 
was continued in the fame Character under 
Alexander the Great for thirteen more; and 
ac lail was preferr’d to command that 
Wing of the Horfe which was called the 
SOCIAL WING y from the Confede- 
racy of the Allies that conftituted it- In 
(hort, he was Privy-Cotmcellor to both 
thefe Princes, and intruded with the foie 
Management of their Bufinefs, and all Mat¬ 
ters of Importance. 

When Alexander was dead at Babylon , 
his Provinces came to be diftributed equally 
to the feveral Officers who enjoy’d his Fa¬ 
vour. It was Perdiccas’s Fortune (fince 
Craterus and Antipater, tho’ more in Efieem 
with Alexander , were abfent at this Dele¬ 
gation ; and Hxphcfuon, whom Alexander 
lov’d as paffionately as himfelf, was dead 
alfo) to have the Command or Superinten¬ 
dency of the whole lodg’d in his Hands: 
And this was conjedtur’d by the Ring that 
Alexander (when he lay fpeechlefs) took 
from his Finger, and gave, as a peculiar In- 
ftance of his Kindnefs ; intimating by this 

I 2 Pledge, 
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Pledge, that he nominated him Prote&or of 
the Empire, and intruded the Govern¬ 
ment of his Dominions to his Conduft, 
whilfl his Children were in their Minority, 
and remain’d under his Guardianfhip. In 
this Diftribution of Provinces, the Govern¬ 
ment of Cappadocia fell to Eumenes’s fbare, 
or rather was align’d to him ; and the Ti¬ 
tle only of Lieutenant conferr’d upon him, 
the Country at that time being actually in 
Polleffion of the Enemy. It was the Poli¬ 
cy of Perdiccas to make this Man his Friend, 
and gain him to his Intereft, which he en¬ 
deavour’d to accomplifh by all the Endear¬ 
ments imaginable ; becaufe he knew him 
induftrious in the Employment of War, 
and unalterably true to the Principle of his 
firft Engagement ; prefuming with much 
Reafon and Confidence, that if he could 
move him to efpoufe his Caufe, his Service 
would be more than ordinarily inftrumental 
to briDg about thofe great Affairs which he 
had then in hand ; for he intended (that 
which almoft all Men in Empire propofe to 
themfelves) an Univerfal Monarchy, and 
to grafp all Power in his Hands. Neither 
was he fingle and alone in this Defign upon 
the Sovereignty of the World; for the 
fame Luff of Power equally fpread it felf, 
and ran through all the Governors of Alex¬ 
ander’s Provinces: And accordingly we find 
ZJonatHi affedting the Command of Mace¬ 
donia, 
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donia, and attempting to invert himfelf in 
the Government of that Province ; and-, in 
order thereunto, plying Eumenes with the 
Bait of Preferment and Propofals of Ho¬ 
nour to defert Perdiccas , and make a Uriel 
League and Alliance with him. And when 
his Arguments and Promifes were ineffec¬ 
tual to corrupt his Honefty, or feduce him 
from the Friendfhip he bore Perdiccas , he 
treacheroufly fought his Death, and had 
certainly accomplilh’d it, but that Eumenes 
privately made his Efcape by Night, and rt> 
avoided the Danger. 

In the mean time, whilft thefe ambi¬ 
tious Deiigns were forming, feem’d to be 
laid the Foundation of thofe enfuing 
Wars, which (after Alexander's Death) 
raged even to the Exertion of the fevcral 
Parties in the Conteft ,• and all of them 
(as one Man) join’d themfelves in a Con¬ 
federacy to fupprefs Perdiccas, and prevent 
his growing Greatnefs. Now, tho’ Eume¬ 
nes was feniible of the Danger of his Friend, 
and knew that he was unable to ftem the 
Tide , or with his lingle Forces overpower 
that formidable and united Body of Men 
that were rais’d againft him ; yet he would 
not defert him in Extremity, but was more 
mindful of his Honour, than the Corfide- 
ration of his own Safety. Perdiccas had 
put him in a Place of Truft, and conftitu- 
ted him Governor of that Part of Ana 

I 3 which 
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which lies betwixt Mount Taurus and the 
Relief pent, and fix’d him commodioufly at 
that Pod, for the Conveniency of (lopping 
the Europeans, and keeping them from tail¬ 
ing in upon the Rear,- whilft he in the 
mean time undertook an Expedition into 
Egypt , and delign’d to encounter Ptolemy. 
And yet Eumenes was left in no good con¬ 
dition to fight, for the Troops he had 
with him were not considerable either for 
Number or Courage, being for the mod 
part raw and unexperienc’d, ignorant of 
ail Difcipline, and rais’d haftily from the 
Refute of the People : So that when Cm- 
terns and Antipater (Men of Renown and 
Terror in the Art of War) were faid to 
have pafs’d the Hel’efpont, and advancing 
towards him with an Army of old Macedo¬ 
nian Soldiers, (where by rhe way I mud 
tell you , that thefe Macedonian Soldiers 
were thought as terrible in the Trade ot 
War, as the Romans are now with us; for 
thofe are ever counted the bed .Soldiers, 
that are Ievy’d from that Country which is 
the Seat of the Empire) Eumenes was con¬ 
fident, that if his Men fhould know the 
Power and Strength cf the Enemy , and 
againd whom they were drawn out to fight, 
they would be fo far from going chearfully 
upon the Expedition, that they would 
drop down dead with the News : It was 

his Care therefore topreferve them in Igno¬ 
rance 
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ranee of his Defign , and to lead them 
through unknown and by Roads, where no 
certain or authentick Intelligence could pof- 
fibly come to difabufe them ; and to bear 
them in hand, that their Arms were to be 
employ’d againft the Barbarian r, to revenge 

the Infolence of a fore of People, that had 
offer’d Affronts and A<5fs of Hoftility to their 
Country. Atting therefore by thefe Mea- 
fures of Secrefy, he had marfhall’d and dif- 
pos’d his Army in the beft Array in the 
World for the Engagement, and had quite 
ended the Battle , before ever the Soldiers 
knew their Adverfaries , or againft whom 
tl\gy drew their Swords: And yet it is to 
be confefs’d, that this Overthrow is to be 
aferibed to another Reafon, viz,, to the ad¬ 
vantageous Choice he made of the Ground, 
wherein his Horfe alone (which was the 
Strength of his Army) might bear the On- 
fet and Attack of the Enemy, and he not 
obliged to expofe his Infantry to the Shock, 
which was very inconiiderable. 

In this fmart Conflict, which lafted al- 
moft till Night, Craterus the General, and 
Neoptolemm , who had the fecond riace of 
Command in the Field, were both flain. 
Eumenes engaged perfonally in the Fight 
with Neoptolemm ; and fo violent was theit 
Hatred and Animofity to each other, that 
when their grappling had difiodg’d the Ri¬ 
ders from their Horfes, and thrown them 

I 4 both 
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both to the Ground, they could not be dif- 
engag’d from their Hold, or parted by any 
thing, but the Death of one of the Comba¬ 
tants ; fo that they feem to have bore an 
internal Malice, and to have waged War 
principally in their Minds, and made their 
Bodies only Seconds and Increments in the 
Quarrel. In this Conflift Eannenes receiv’d 
fome fmall Wounds ; but they were not fo 
dangerous as to induce him, for his Cure, 
to found a Retreat and leave the Field; but 
rather animated him to a frefh Purfuit, 
and a more vigorous Slaughter of the Ene¬ 
my : So that when he had entirely routed 
the Horfe, {lain Crater us, and taken a vrfft 
Number of Prifoners (c-f the beft Rank and 
Quality in the Arm}') the Foot, feeing 
themfelves deftitute of Succour, and lodg’d 
in fuch narrow Places, where ’twas impofli- 
ble for them to make their Efcape with Safe¬ 
ty, furrender’d themfelves upon DTcreiion, 
and pra)’d tor Quarter. They no lboner ob¬ 
tain’d this Grant of their Lives from Eume- 
ues, but treacheroufly, upon the firlt Oppor¬ 
tunity, broke their Faith, and (contrary to 
the Engagement of Captives) revolted with 
as much fyeed as they were able to the 
Enemies Camp, and took part with Antipa¬ 
ter • However, Eumenes generouily labour’d 
to recover Crater m from his Wounds, who 
was brought from the Field with fome 

faint Breathings and Signs of Life to Ids 

Tent; 
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Tent; and when he fawthat’twas impoffi- 
ble for Art to cure him, out of Deference 
to theCharader he bore, and to the Friend- 
{hip that was once betwixt them (tor they 
were intimate Companions in Alexander's 
Life-time) he celebrated his Obfequics 
with great Pomp, and fent his Aflies to his 
Wife and Children into Macedcn. 

Whilft thefe great Adions were atchiev’d 
about the Hel’efpnt, Perdiccas was treache- 
roufly kill’d in an Engagement upon the 
River Nile by Seleucm and A,.tig<mm; lb 
that the whole Adminiflration of Affairs 

devolv’d upon Antipater. Here thefe who 
had deferted the Army, by a Council of 

War were proclaim’d Traytors, and (tho’ 

abfent) condemn’d to lefe their Heads. 
Amongfl: the Number of thofe who lay un¬ 
der this hard Sentence, Eumenes was chief; 
who was really diftuib’d at the It.juftice of 
his Fate, but not to that degree as to make 
himdelpond, or defin: front the Profecu- 
tion of the War. And yet this Profcription, 
tho’ it might feem intignificant to affed a 
Man that was really in Arms, yet it had 
this Effed, as to rebate the Greatnefs of that 
Courage, which it was unable utterly to 
overthrow. Antigpum, (who was provided 
with good Store both, of Ammunition and 
Men) in purfuance to this Decree, follow’d 
Eumenes in the Rear, and gate feme Didut:- 
bances to his Troops by fmall Skirmifhes on 

I J the 
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the Road but was never able to force him 
to a pitch’d Battle, only in fuch narrow 
Places, where a fmall Party was fufficient 
to engage the Front of his whole Army* 
And yet at laft, when he was not to be un¬ 
dermin’d by Policy or Prudence , he was 
fupplanted and almoft ruin’d by the Trea¬ 
chery of a Multitude but yet, even here, 
he extricated himfeif out of this Difficul¬ 
ty ; and, with the lofs of fome of his Men, 
retir’d fafe to a Citadel in Phrygia , call’d 
Nora; wherein he was fo clofe befieg’d by 
Antigomtiy and abridg’d of room to air his 
Horfes in, that he fear'd their Difluetude 
from Exercife would fpeedily breed a Mur¬ 
rain, and caufe a Deftru&ion amongfl them; 
■fo that, to prevent this Inconvenience , he 
made ufe of an Expedient, whereby they 
might in the fame Stall procure a better Ap¬ 
petite to their Fodder, and yet not want 
the Benefit of Riding. He devis’d this 
way, and ty’d their Heads fo high to the 
Rack with Halters, that they could by no 
means touch the Earth with their Fore¬ 
feet j and then his Grooms, with the Dif- 
cipline of the Whip , laying on behind, 
oblig’d them to leap and kick backwards to 
revenge the Stroke. This Motion, or Agita¬ 
tion of Body, caus’d as much Sweating as 
if they had been aftually breath’d in a 
Courfe; fo that (what was the raoft wonder¬ 
ful thing of all) by this Management the 

Horfes 
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Horfes were brought from the Caftle, after 
many Months Siege, as clean, and in as 
good liking, as if they had been air’d every 
day in the Fields. When he was thus block’d 
up, as oft as he thought convenient, he 
made Incurfions into the Enemies Camp, 
and either burnt or demolifh’d the Fortifi¬ 
cations and Intrenchments of Antigonns ; 
but ftill he kept himfelf clofe in his Garri- 
fon during the Winter Seafon , becaufe he 
could not in the Field have the Advantage 
of' a Caftle for his Defence and Shelter ; but 
as foon as the Spring approach’d, under 
the pretence of yielding the Place, and ma¬ 
king Conditions of Peace, he impos’d up¬ 
on Amigonms Officers (who had the Ma¬ 
nagement of the Treaty) and deliver’d him¬ 
felf and his Soldiers both from the Strait- 
nefs and Danger of the Siege. 

To him Olympias, the Mother of Alexan¬ 
der, made her Application , and addrefs’d 
from Epirm (where (he then dwelt) Let¬ 
ters to him into Afia, to importune his Aid, 
and defire his Afiiftance to recover Mace don , 
and inveft her in the Pofleflion of that Em¬ 
pire. Eumenes, in his Anfwer, advis’d her 
to defift from her Pretenfions, or at leaft 
to wait the time, when the Son of Alexan¬ 
der fhould aflume the Government; but if 
her Ambition fhould hurry her, againft this 
Advice, to invade Mace don , by all means 
flie ought to forget old Injuries, and not 

I 6 exercife 
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exercife any Acts of Cruelty againft her 
Subjects. She follow’d none of his Counfel; 
for £he did go into Macedonia, and reign’d 
there with all the Tyranny and Barbarity 
imaginable :. So that her Government be¬ 
coming generally odious, fhe was forc’d to 
write again to Eumenes, and befeech him 
not to futfer the inveterate Enemies of her 
Houfe to extirpate the very R.ce and Me¬ 
mory of Philip, but to bring lpeedy Relief 
to the poor Remains and Poller it y of Alex- 
andti ■ Which Requefl of hers ,. if it were 
fo reafonable.as to.be clos’d with, ihe fi.r- 
ther intreated him to raife what Forces 
he could and bring to her Affiftance ; ar.d 
that he might the more readily comply with 
this Motion , tor his Encouragement, file 
had already oblig’d all her Officei>(who had 
not yet (hock off their Allegiance) to obey 
him, and fu’omit themftlves to be regula¬ 
ted by his Orders. Eumenes was fo exalted 
with the Honour of his Employment, ard 
Greatr.efs of the Character he was put into, 
that he chofe rather to embrace Death (it 
the Gods would have it fo) in a generous 
Return of the Service to his great Benefac¬ 
tor, than to live ignominioufiy, and with 
Security, under the Brand and Appellation 
of Ingratitude. 

Accordingly he nukes a r.ew Levy of 
Men, ar.d prepares himfeif for a War againfl 

Now there were at that time fe¬ 
ver ;d 
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veral of the Macedonian Nobility with him, 
and amongfl: them Peucejies , who was of 
the Bed-chamber to Alexander , and had 
the Government of perjia conferr’d upon 
him, and Antigonm , who commanded the 
Macedonian Phalanx. Eumenes thought it 
was impoflible to decline Envy , cr pre¬ 
vent Diiguft, if he , who was a Stranger^ 
{hould arrogate the Command, and prefer 
himfelf to be General in the Army, when 
there was fo vaft a Goncourfe and Appear¬ 
ance of Macedonian Noblemen with him; 
and yet being unwilling to be laid 'afide from 
the Employment, he takes a middle way to 
avoid the Danger: He erefts a Pavilion in 
the Camp, and calls it by the Name of Alex~ 
auders Tent; and there orders all the Royal 
Furniture of a Golden Throne, a Scepter, 
and a Diadem, to be plac’d where the Of¬ 
ficers met coi ftantly to treat of publick 
Affairs, the Negotiation of War ; being of 
Opinion, that by this means he fhould not 
be opprefs’d with Envy, if, under the pre¬ 
tence and umbrage of Alexander's Name, he 
carry’d on the War. Which Point he accom- 
plifhed according to his Defign : For when 
the principal Officers met and concerted 
their Me a fi: res feemiugly at the Royal Pa¬ 


vilion, and not at Eurnene j’s Tent, his Su¬ 
periority in a manner was conceadd, and 
) et in ctf xt he manag’d the whole JBullr.efs 
of the Conli.il?.. 


When 
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When the Point of Precedency was in 
this manner accommodated, Eumenes met 
Autigonm , and had an Encounter with him 
in Par atari s , not in a formal pitch’d Bat¬ 
tle, where the whole Army was engaged, 

but in fmall Skirmilhes bv Parties, where 
Antigony.i was conftantly worfted , and obli¬ 
ged to retire to his Winter Quarters in Me¬ 
dia. He in the mean time lodg’d his Forces 
in the Country of Perfia , not as if he had 
chofe the Place ior any Advantage to him- 
felf, but the Obftinacy of his Soldiers obli¬ 
ged him to it; for that Wing of his Army 
(with which Alexander over-run AJia , and 
conquer’d Perfia ) were fo infolent with 
the Senfe of their former Vi&ories, and 
the Glory they atchiev’d there, that they 
thought it their Bulinefs to command, and 
not follow their Leaders: Which really is 
the true Character of our Veterans. And 
there is this Danger in employing either 
of them, for fear their Unrulinefs and un- 
tractable Spirit fhould have this Effect of 
deftroying all before them, and their Pride 
turn 2s prejudicial to their own Party, as 
their Valour is fatal to the Enemy : And 
if any one will take the pains to exa¬ 
mine and compare the Addons of both, 
he mu ft ncceifarily find a great Parity and 
Refemblanee betwixt them, and no other 
Difference but in point of time. Bat to re¬ 
turn from this Digrcftion j Eumenes quar- 
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ter’d his Men in Ports, not convenient for 
the Bufinefs of War, but accommodate to 
the Luxury of his Soldiers; and for this end 
they lay icatter’d in the Country, in no 
Order at all, but at a great diftance from 
each other. Atitigonm was fenrtble of the 
Diforder they were in, and withal confcious 
of his Inability to attack them with Suc- 
cefs, if they were form’d into a Body, or 
put in a Pofture to receive him; and there¬ 
fore chang’d his Meafures of afl'aulting 
them openly, and upon warning, and took 
new Refolutions of doing it by Surprize. 
There were two ways leading from his 
Winter Quarters in Media to his Enemies 
Camp on the other fide. The one of them 
was fliort, exactly in a Line, and lay crofs 
the Country, where there was nothing 
but defart and uninhabitable Places, by 
reafon of Drought and the Penury of Wa¬ 
ter , and was only ten eafy Days Journey 
at the mo'ft : The other, which was the 
the more beaten Track , went round 
about in a Circumference , and was much 
the longer Paflage, but ftill had all the Con¬ 
veniences and Accommodations of Travel. 
He forefaw, that if he undertook to pals 
in the more publickRoad, the Enemy muft 
necelfarily be upon their Guard, and have 
Intelligence of his March, before he had 
accompiifh’d the third part of his Journey ; 

but if he moved with his Army in a ftraight 

Line, 
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Line, thro’ the defart Part of the Country, 
he might have hopes to opprefs them un¬ 
awares, and unprovided for his coming. 
Upon this Refolution, he order’d ■ ieveral 
Pitchers and Veffeis of Water to be prepar’d, 
and a great deal of Provinder to be in readi- 

nefs ; and then took care for his Soldiers, 
that there fhould be B;ead and Victuals 
enough brak’d to ferve for ten days: And this 
he did, becaufe he would not be put to the 
neceiTtry cf making Fires upon every occafion 
of eating, for fear the Enemy fhould d fcc- 
ver his Approach at a diftance, and he fhould 
have the Secret cf his Journey betray’d- 
In this Equipage, he fees forward and 
begin,s the Campaign, who, notwithftand- 
irg this Care , had not traveil’d above halt 
the way, but from the Smo; k in his Tents, 
and the Duft which his Army rais’d , Ear 
mer.es had great reaforr to fufpedt that the 
Enemy was nigh. ACcurcil of War was 
therefore prcfer.tly call’d, to co; fult what 
was fitting to be done in this Exigence. It 
was the Judgment of moft that were pre- 
fent, that their Troops could not be im- 
bodieJ , or collected , fo foon as Antigen ns, 
with the Swiftntls of his March, would be 
upon them. At this Debate (when almoft 
the whole Council were at a lofs , and dc- 
fpair’d of any Expedient of Safety) Eumer.es 
aifui’d the Board , That if they -would ufe 
D.l gen:\ and obey Orders, vshkh- hitherto thy 

abfo - 
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abfohtely refus’d, he -would even bring things to 
a happy JJfue; for -whereas the Enemy migh.. ea- 
Jily approach them in five Days time , he would 
order Matters Jo, that he Jhould be retarded full 
as long, and be put back ten : IfA.erefore , fays 

he, let every Officer go his Round , and colletl 
the Soldiers that belong to his Company, and 
that lie fcatter'd and d/fpers’d at large in the 
Country • Now this was the Project that he 
us’d, to put a flop to Antigonms Motion, 
and divert his Courfe : He commanded a 
Party of Men to lodge themfelves at the 
Foot of the Mountains, where the Enemy 
was to pafs , and at the beginning of the 
Night to make large Fires, and extend 
them very wide in the Front; but to dimi- 
nifh the Number, and make them Iefs in the 
fecond Row, and fo proportionably fmall 
in the third and hindmoft Flank, that fo, 
by this Rcfemblance and Shew of a Camp, 
the Enemy might be induc’d to think his 
Ddign was difcover’d, that they were 
alarm’d at his Approach, and moved their 
Tents, in order to meet him in the Road, 

and give him Battle in the Defart* This 

Task the Officers were to renew every 
Night; who, according to their Inftrudions, 
perform’d rheir Charge. Aut'-gonm by this 
piece of Subtilty was deluded; who, as 
foon as it was dark, obferv’d the Fires, and 
fell into a Belief, that thefe were really 
the Tents of his Enemies, and that the 

whole 
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whole Army was rendezvous’d and en¬ 
camp’d there to fight them; fo that he 
chang’d his Refolution ,• and iince he faw 
hirafelf defeated of his Deiign , and could 
not poffibly furprize them in Diforder, he 
turn’d his Courfe, z"d took the longer Paf- 
fage, which lay round about the Hills in a 
fruitful Soil, and tarry’d a Day or two in 
the Country , to eafe and refrefh his Sol¬ 
diers (that were tir'd with Fatigue) and 
to give reft to his Horfes ; that, after fucli 
a Refpite and Recruit, both Man and Beaft 
might be in a better Condition to oppofe 
the Enemy, and more vigoroufly maintain 
the Fight. 

By this Stratagem Ernie-,m over-reach’d 
the Policy of the General, and prevented 
the Suddennefs of his Attack; and yet it 
was without any real Advantage to himfelf 
in the end; for fuch was the Envy of his 
Officers, that magligned his Glory, and fo 
great was the Perfidioufhefs of the Veteran 
Soldiers, that tho’ in a brave Engagement 
(when they had put things to a pufh) they 
return’d Conqueror from the Field, and 
gain’d hgnal Trophies of Victory, yet they 
deliver’d their General Prifoner, and in 
Chains, to Antigonxi. And this Treachery 
they acted, after they had thrice religious¬ 
ly fworn to defend him with their Lives 
and Fortunes, and never to oefert his 



But fo predominant was their Envy 

above 
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above the Confideration of their Oaths, or 
the Obligation of their Fidelity, that they 
chofe rather to violate their Faith, than 
not turn Inftruments of his Ruin, and be¬ 
tray him. Antigonus had certainly fpar’d 
his Life (tho’ he was his moft mortal and 
inveterate Enemy in the World) if his 
Council could have been induc’d to have 
given way to it; becaufe he knew, that no 
Man living could be more ferviceable to 
him in the Management of the Bufinefs of 
War, which he had then in hand, and faw 
a neceffity of continuing it; for both Seleu- 
cus, LyfonachtiSy and Ptolemy, (who were all 
Men of Power and Strength) were ready 
to opprefs his Grandeur, and contend with 
him for Sovereignty and the Prize of Em¬ 
pire. But thofe who were of Antigonms 
Council would not fuffer fuch a Failure in 


Politicks, as to be willing to have his Life 
preferv’d, whofe Promotion in a little time 
would certainly fupplant their Efteem, and 
render them inconliderable in the Array. 
And beiides, Antigonus himfelf was fo en¬ 
rag’d againft him, for the Outrages he had 
done, and the Havock that was made in 
the Army, that there was no Hopes of his 


Reconciliation, or pacifying his Anger, 
unlefs he had an Aflluance of a full Com- 


penfation by future Services in War. 

When he was therefore committed to 


Cuflody, and the Governor of the Prifon 

ask’d 
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ask’d Antigonus, in what manner he would 
have him kept: IVtth the fame Care, fays he, 
as you "mould keep a wild Lion , or the fiercefi 
Elephant , under the ftridteft Guard : For he 
had not yet determin’d with himfelf, whe- 
wher he would preferve his Lite or no. Now 
there came all forts of People to vilit Eurne- 
nes in his Misfortune ; fome, out of Hatred, 
to glut their Eyes with the Sight, ar.d tri¬ 
umph over him in Affliction: Others, upon 
the account of Friendfhip, that formerly 
had been betwixt them, went to comfort 
him in his Adverlity, and pay their Com¬ 
plement of Condolence to him. But the 
greateft Number came out of Curiolity to 
contemplate his Form, and to know the 
Shape and Figure of the Man, to be able 
to remember and talk tO their Acquaintance 

that thev had feen the Perfon whom fo 

* 

long and fo juftly they had flood in dread 
of, and n whofe Deflri'ccon all their Hopes 
of Victory and Peace were plac’d. Euwenes 
(whofe Spirit was troubled more at the Im¬ 
pertinence of the Vilits, than at the Grief 
of h.s O r.hnement) told Onomarchm one 
day in Company, when he had been long 
in Prilon, 'That he mender’d he had been kept 
thi ee Day without Death or Releafement; that it 
was net fuitable to the Methods of Prudence to 
ufe a Captize fo; but that Antigonus ought ei'her 
to execute him prefently y or chfmf him fafe , 
loaded with Apprehenfons of Gratitude to his 

Friends . 
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Friends. Onomarchus , ftartled at the Bold- 
nefs of this Difcourfe, MSI)at ? fays he. If 
you ready have this Courage and Bravery which 
you pretend-, why did you not cbufe rather to die 
honourably in the Field, than fall ignominioufly 
into the Hands of your Enemy ? Oh ! would to 
God, fays Eumenes, this had been in my Power 
or Choice ; but this could not poffibly be my Fate ; 
for I never in all my Life-time had the Glory to 
encounter a braver Man than my felf, and never 
contejled the point of Valour with any Hero yet , 
but forc'd him to yield and own me the Conqtte • 
ror ; and now tho' I am bafely in your Power , 
yet my Ignominy is to be afcribed to the freachery 
of my Friends, and not to the Prowefs of my Ad- 
verfary. "Neither was any thing of this Dif- 
courfe, tho' it feem’d a Rant, falfe ; for he 
had both a Majefty in his Prefence, that 
ftruck an Awe and Terror into the Behol¬ 
der, and fuch a gigantick Firmnefs in his 
Make and Limbs, as feem’d to be compos’d 
only for Work and Labour; and yet there 
was fuch a Symmetry for Proportion of 
Parts, as render’d him both auguft and 
comely. 

Anugonus durft not haftily and alone de¬ 
termine of this Man’s Fate, but left his Cafe 
to the Confideration and Wifdom of his 
Council. Here many of the Board flood aflo- 
nijb’d at the Negleil of Jufhce, and wondered 
that Execution was not prefently done upon*an 
Enemy, who for many Tears had laid wafte and 

| ravaged 
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ravaged their Country y ftain the chief of their 
Commanders , and put fuch a "Terror and Con- 
ftemation amongft the reft , that they had been 
brought even to Extremity and Defpair: And if 
the Senfe of thefe Injuries is not fufficient to juf- 
tify or provoke his Ruin, yet let the Danger of 
his P erf oh 1veigh fomething towards his Death . 
As long as he is in Being, there can be no Security 
for cur Prefervation ; but vee fall be conftantly 
afraid, left he fixnild be violently releas'd from 
his Prifon to head a Mutiny or Sedition in the 
Camp ; but at his Death thefe Dangers ceafe, 
and there can be no Apprehenfion of Difturbance 
to be rais'd from his Ajhes. But however, pur- 
fued they, if Antigonus teas inclined to give 
him Life, they humbly untreated to know, how 
he would nrw model his Council, or where he 
would find Officers to have place there; for 
with Eumenes none of the old Commanders 
would either correfpond, or join Interefts, or 
be at the fame Board together . Tho’ the Sen¬ 
timents of the Council were in this manner 
made known, yet Antigonus takes feven 
Days time to deliberate and pronounce his 
Doom ; and then fearing an Infurreciion 
might be caus’d by the Delay of Execution, 
he orders his Warders to be remov’d, his 
daily Suftenance to be withdrawn, and for¬ 
bids all Mankind his Prefence, (for fhill he 
would not offer Violence to the Man who 
dhee had been his Friend) that fo he might 
perifh with Famine, without involving 

others 
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others in the Guilt of his Blood. And yet 
Eumenesy after three Days Languifhment 
with Hunger, when his Spirits were im¬ 
pair'd and funk, unknown, and without 
Order from Antigonus, was kill’d by his 
Keepers, to prevent the Care of tending 
him in following the Camp. 

Thus Eumenes (who, as we told you be¬ 
fore, at twenty Years of Age was receiv’d 
at Court with all poflible Demonftration of 
Kindnefs ; who for the (pace of feven Years 
was a conftant Favourite and Attendant to 
King Philip , and afterwards was admitted 
to the fame place in Alexander s Efteem, and 
enjoyed it thirteen Years more, to that de¬ 
gree, that in his time he was conftituted 
Matter of the Horfe in the SOCIAL AR~ 
M Y who alfo, after his Death, was Com¬ 
mander in chief of the whole Army, and 
either repelled the Violence of his encroach¬ 
ing Competitors, or flew them in the Fight, 
maintaining the Boundaries and juft Limits 
of their Power) : Thus, I fay, died this great 
Commander, in the forty fifth Year of his 
Age, and fell a Victim to the Treachery of 
his Soldiers, rather than overcome by the 
Prowefs of Antigonus. It is eafy to judge 
what Opinion the Officers (who ftiled 
themfelves Kings after Alexander’s Death) 
had of this Man’s Merit and Valour, by this 
lingle Inftance of their Pride ; fince, in his 

Life-time, they durft not afliime that fwel- 



X78 E U M E N E S. 

ling Title, but were content with the Name 
and Appellation of PrafeEls ; but, after his 
Fall, took the Honour of the Name , and 
all the outward Ornaments that belong to 
Sovereignty and a Crown’d Head : Neither 
did they perform what was the Pretence 
and Ground of War , the Office of Guardian- 
jhtp, or feek to preferne the Kingdoms for Alex¬ 
ander’s Legitimate or Natural Jffue : But 
as foon as Eumenes, the only Defender and 
Aflerter of their Caufe, was gone, they 
fbew’d themfelves openly in their own Co¬ 
lours, and that their Delign was principally 
to raife and aggrandize themfelves. In this 
Confpiracy agaitift Eumenes , Antigcnw , Pto¬ 
lemy, Seleuciti , Lffmachm , and Caffander, 
were chiefly concern’d , and paflxonately 

fought his Ruin. However, Antigonm had 
this Honour in him, to give the Corps to 
be buried by his Relations, who perform¬ 
ed his Funeral Rites in a Military Pomp, 
with the Attendance of the whole Army 
at his Hearfe; and, after this Ceremony was 
over, tranfmitted his Urn into Cappadocia , 
to be religioufly kept by his Wife and Chil¬ 
dren, and preferv’d there. 


THE 



THE 




g T.HOC ION the Athenian , tho’ he 

£1 was many times *chief Comman* 
der of the Forces of his Country, 
$ and one who bore the higheilOf- 
H fices in the City; yet is he much 
more known for Integrity and Agreeablenefs 
of Life, than for any Military Exploits. 
Hence ’tis, there is no Account of thefe up¬ 
on Record, but very much faid of his exact 
Way of living, and other popular Qualities, 
which cave him the Sirname of the Beneficent. 

K * He 

* Forty five times, fays Plutarch y before ever he 
was free of the City : He was the Darling of the 

People, while out of favour with the Govern 
tnent. 
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*He was never rich, tho’the fevera! Places 
of Honour and Profit freely given him by 
the People might have plentifully fill’d his 
Coffers. When King Philip f prefented 
him with a vaft Sum of Money, and by his 
Ambafl’adors prefs’d him earneftly to ac¬ 
cept it; advifing him withal, ‘That tho he , 
for his own part, might enfily ■difpence with the 
want of it ; yet he ought to be concern'd for the 
Good of his Children, to whom it might be diffi¬ 
cult, in a low Ebb of Fortune, to maintain the 
G, eatnefs of their Father s Charader ; he ge¬ 
ne roufly refus’d the Prefent, and told them, 
Jf my Children prove fuch as rny felf, then that 
frnall Parcel tj Ground will keep them, that has 
advanc’d me to this ; but if they degenerate, / 

fhould be loth their Luxury JhouId be Jupported or 
encourag’d at my Provijion. 

When he had enjoy’d a continu’d Scries 
of Profperky, till very near the eightieth 
Year of his Age, in his latter Days he 
grew extreamly out of Favour with his Fel¬ 
low-Citizens. ’Twas laid to his Charge, 

that 

* The Greek Name is yjnrcs Q-Hcfytk.) 

*rhich v.as confe r’d upon iiim,fays Said, nciv k 

ExxXHS'Jf dn a Common-Hall, nemive cantr.uhcente, 
becaufe he reliev’d many indigent Citizens,and corv- 
tri->ured to provide for their Children. 

t Plutarch fivs, it was his Son Alcxvnder that 
fen: this Gift as a Reward for the good Service he 
had done him, in keeping Athens true to his Inte- 
r-fr while he was up^n his Ajian Expedition. The 
Sara w a ■ icjT dents, about Sooo Pound t> Eng lift- 
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that he confpir’d with Demades to deliver 
up the City to Antipater ; And by his Ad¬ 
vice, Demofthenes, and the reft, whom they 
now look’d upon as Perfons that deferved 
well of the Commonwealth, were by De¬ 
cree of Common-Council banifh’d. Nor 
was Male-adminiftration his only Crime; 
they accufed him for violating the common 
Obligations of Friendfhip: For, whereas 
he had been advanc’d to thofe Honours, 
which he had, by the Eloquence and Inte- 
rcft of Demcfihene. f; and particularly, when 
he took his Part againft Cares * in a Capi¬ 
tal Caufe, had been defended by him, and 
clearly brought oft*in open Court; he did 
not only not defend Deimfthenes , but, as 
was faid, perfidioufly betray’d him. But 
the Crime that molt of all caus’d his Ruin 
was this : When the Government of the 
City was in his Hands , and he had notice 
given by Deny Bus. , f that N/canor, Cajfan~ 
der’s Lieutenant General, had a delign to 
furprize Pham ; and alfo was delired to 
take fpecial care , that the City fhould not 
want Provifion ; he faid publickly in the 
hearing of the People, that there was no 

K 2 Danger 

* An Athenian Captain , who went to a (lift the 

Byzantines again ft King fh/fh ; but mnniging Aft”' irs 

imprudently, he was call'd Home, and i J hccio>. Tent 
in his Place. 

t Who defended Athens on the Laad-fidej c gxi 

THf rfctTn y%u Hut. 
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D. mger at all; and promis’d them that he 
would engage his Life for their Security, 
Not long alter, Nicanor took Piram: And, 
when the People rofe in Arms to regain it 
(without the Pofi'effion of which Fort Athens 
cannot long fubiift) he not only negle&ed 
to fummon the reft of the Citizens to their 
Affiftance, but refus’d to put himfelf at the 
Head of thofe that were ready to make the 
Afl'ault. 

At that time there were two Faftions in 
Athens : One Hood for the Liberties of the 
People ; the other (amongft whom were 
phocion and Dome trim P haler us * ) alTerted 

the Prerogatives of the Nobility. Both 
courted the Protection and Favour of the 
Macedonians ; for the chief of the popu¬ 
lar Party favour’d Polypercon; the No¬ 
bles fided with Cajfander. During thefe 
Heats, Polspercon drove Cajfander out of 
Macedonia. By this Victory the People 
getting the upper Hand, immediately con¬ 
demn’d all the Heads of the oppofite Fac¬ 
tion, and banifh’d them the City ; amongft 

whom 

* A famous Athenian General, -who perfwadeJ 
Ttcloni^. King of Erypt to have the Holy Bible trnn- 
flateJ out of Hekrezu into Greek by the LXXII. 

r 4 j • * * 

jrr. At??, hs. 12. c. 2. 

t The or.e General (rt&Tnyof ) and the other a 
Ciptiin (yjt.i&f ;/©- ) in Antipatefs Army; upon 
v.h lie DeatA they fell out betnixt rhemfelves, and 
by their Intereft divided the Athenians* 
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* 



whom were Phocion and Demetrius Phalerns. 
This done, they dii'patch an Exprefs to Pcly- 
■ percon about the Bufinefs, and defire him that 
he would confirm their Decree. * Phocicn 
underftanding this, went thither in Perfon ; 
and as Toon as he appear’d, Order was given 
that he fhould plead his own Caufe, in 
Form indeed before King f Philip , but in 
Effect before Polypercon ; for he was, at that 
time. Protector of the Kingdom. One II 
Agnouidts accus’d him, that lie had betray¬ 
ed Piraus to Niamey; and thereupon by 
Order of Council he was committed to 
a Mefiengcr, and remanded to Athens, that 
he might be proceeded agair.fi according to 
the Laws of his own Countrv. 


At his Entrance into the City, (by rea- 
fon of an Impediment in his Feet, hg. being 
forc’d to be carried in a Coach) there was 
a great Concourle of People to fee him. 
Some, remembring the Greatnefs of his for¬ 
mer Renown, extrpamly pitied his old Age : 
Many were highly exafperated againfilnm, 
upon Sufpicion of Treafoti about the Bull- 
nefs of the Fort. But that which enraged 
them moll was, that now, in his latter D.iys, 


K 3 


he 


* 4 .*? Tint. 

t i’hili pus Arhi^ifs, an effeminate, weak Prince 
fi A violent bawling Lawyer, who run down 
Pl'o:iot2 with Noife and Clamour ; and was after¬ 
wards, when the \tl-erri.tns better underftcod them- 
felves, condemn’d for his pains. 
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he (hould To much oppofe the Liberties of 
the People. When he carr e to the Bar, they 
would not give him leave to plead his own 
Caufe, but, after a flight Formality of Jus¬ 
tice, publickly condemn’d him, and deli¬ 
ver’d him to the Ehxen , to whom, according 
to the Cuftom of the Athenians, the publick 
Execution of the Traitors does belong. As 
he was drawn to the Place cf * Execution, 
one Emthyktu', formerly an intimate Ac¬ 
quaintance, meets hlnr, and with Tears in 
his Eyes cr)’d out; 0 Phocion ! How tar 
juft and unwot thy are tbefe Punishments thou en- 
durefi ? They may be unjuji, reply’d the 
Priloner ; but they ate not in the leafi ur.en- 
felled-, for xery many Eminent Athenians haxe 
gone this way to their Deaths. The Odium 
of the Mobile was fo violent, that no Free- 
Man durft bury him : Therefore his Body 
was interr’d by Slaves. * 

THE 

* *Twas on the nineteenth Day of M :rcb 7 which 
was a Feftivil in Honour cf J-piter> th it the 
Punifr.tnents might be more exemplary. 

•fr P hit Arch fays, that one Co?:opin> a common 
Officer, burnt his Body, and that an olJ Worn in 
gather’d up his Bones, and buried them with this 
Wifn : 0 Athenians f zi'hen you return to your Vr r it * 9 
give thffe B-nes a mire honourable BurL.L It hap¬ 
pen’d accordingly ; for within a fhoit time finding 
their Error, in taking off fo brave a Man, they re- 
verfed the Sentence, folemr.ly interred his Body, 
creeled a Statue in Honour of him at the publick 
C ft, and condemn’d or baniihed all that had any 
H..nd in his AccuEtion* 
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I MO LEON, a Corinthian born, 
was without doubt, in the ge¬ 
neral Efteem of the World, a 
very eminent Man ; lor he had 
the Happinefs, to which lew or none could 
arrive, of freeing his native Country from 
the Oppreflion of a Tyrant, of redeeming 
the City of Syracufe , to whofe Affiftance he 
was fent from a long continued Bondage, 
and of refloiung all Sicily to its former Condi¬ 
tion, whichVad been long harrafs’d by War, 

and the inhumane Ufage of the * Barbarians. 
But in the managing of all thofe Affairs he 
met with many different Adventures ; and. 


K 


4 


what 
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what is thought to be the hardeft Encounter 

of the two, he behav’d himfelf rather the 
more difcreetly in his Profperity, than in 
his Adveriity. For when his Brother Tnno- 
pbanesy who was made General by the Co- 
rinth-aus , by the help of his mercenary Sol¬ 
diers had invaded the Sovereignty, and 71- 
r/iolecn might have had a fliare in the Royalty 
with him, he was fo far from abetting any 
fi:ch piece of Villany, that he put a 
much greater Value upon his Fellow-Citi¬ 
zens Liberty, than he did upon hft Brother’s 
Life ; and look’d upon himfelf infinitely 
more oblig’d to live in Obedience to the 
Laws cf his Country, than to rule over it. 

Being a Man of thefe Principles, he contriv’d 
to have his Brother the Tyrant murther’d by 
a certain Soothlayer, and another who was 
related to ’em both, as having married their 
own Sifter both by Father and Mother. In 
which Murther he was fo far from having 
any hand, that he would not fo much as 
lock upon his Brother’s B'oodflied' For 
while the thing was putting in Execution 
by them, he took a Poil at a diflance, that 
none of his Life-Guard might come to his 
Refcue. This notable Adtion of his was 
no: lock’d upon by all with the fame Eyes ; 
for fome took it to be a Breach of Piety, and 
by a linifier Interpretation reprefenced the 
whole Matter as unwarrantable : Nay, his 
Mother, after this, would never let him 

• co;nc 
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come within her Doors, nor as much as ad¬ 
mit him into her Prefence; but, out of a De- 
teftation of the Fad, would brand him 
with the Name of unnatural All aim of his 
Prince, and Brother: At the hearing of 
which Words he was fo mightily con¬ 
cern’d, that he had fometimes Thoughts of 
being his own Executioner, and, by embra¬ 
cing Death, to abandon the Sight of an un¬ 
grateful World. 

In the mean while, after Dion was {lain 
at Syracufe , Dionyfins made himfeli again Ma¬ 
iler of the Town ; but they of the contrary 
Party petition’d the Corinthians for Succour, 
and defired a General over their Forces. 
In which Expedition ‘Timclccn was fenr, 
and with wonderful Succefs beat Dionyfins 
quite out of Sicily, yet fpar’d his Life, when 
it was in his Power to have taken it away ; 
and took particular care to fee him f.dely 
convey’d to the City of Corinth, which had 
been frequently fupported by the Aid and 
Affiftance it receiv’d from both the Dionyfit : 
Of which Favour ‘Timolem was willing to 
leave a Memorial, efieemi'.ig that Conqueft 
much more honourable, which had in it 
more of Mercy than Cruelty. In a wold, lie 
fent him thither alive, that the World might 
not receive it by Tradition only, but be 
Eye-witnefles, what a Perfonage he had re¬ 
duc’d from fo great an Empire to fo mean 
a Condition. After Dionyfins S Departure, 

K. 5 ' tuna - 
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‘Tnncleon engaged in a frefh War with betas, 
who had abted contrary to Dicmjiu/s Inte¬ 
reft, not To much out of Difhke or Hatred of 
his Tyranny, as out of private Intereft ; as 
was plain from his Unwilling:',efs to quit 
his Command,, when Dicmjius wasdepofed. 
betas being defeated, Timclecn routed a ve¬ 
ry formidable Army, of the Ca, thagmians at 
the River Crimeffus, and oblig’d them to 
reft contented, if they might be permitted 
to live quietly in. Africk, who for many 
years pail had been in Pofteffion of Sicily.. 
iaefides all this,.he took Mamercus, an Italian 
Commander, Prifoner, a very warlike Man, 
ar.d one of great Intereft, who had come 

over into Sicily to the Afliftance of the 
Tyrants. 

Thefe things being happily atchiev’d, 
ar.d hr.ui: g, by a long Continuance of War, 
that not only Countries, but Cities alfo 
were depopulated, he drew together all 
pcflib!e Recruits, firft of the Sicilians ,. 
then of new Planters which he brought 
over from Corinth, becaufe the City Syracuse. 
was by them originally founded. To the 
eld Inhabitants he reftcred their own: He 
divided among thofe of the new Plantation 
ihe Eftates cf fi.ch whofe Owners had been 
loft in the Wars; he repaired the ruinated 
Cities, and dcmoftlh’d Temples; he erec¬ 
ted anew the feveral States upon their old 
Laws and Liberties; and, after a moil dread- 
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ful War, fettled fo great a Peace and Quiet 
through the whole lfland , that he might 
rather be taken for the Founder of thofe 
Cities , than they who had at firft planted 
them. The Citadel of Syracufe ,which Diony- 
fins had fortified , on purpofe to block up 
the Town, he eraz’d from the very Founda¬ 
tion, flighted all other Bulwarks of Tyran¬ 
nical Government, and did what in him 
lay, that as few Marks of Bondage as could 
might remain. Having fo great Power, as 
that he could have extorted Obedience from 
them ; and again, being fuch a Favourite of 
all the Sicilians , that he might have come 
to the Crown by a unanimous Confent, he 
chofe rather to be belov’d than fear’d; 
Therefore as fcon as conveniently he could,., 
he laid down his Command, and pafs’d the 
remaining part of his Life there, as a pri¬ 
vate Perfon. And this was not done urad- 
vifedly; for he maintain’d that Grandeur 
and Authority thro’ a mutual good Will, 
which other Princes could never compafs 
by Force, Every Man paid him conftant- 
ly a very, great Refpeff, and no publick Bu- 
fmefs was ever after tranLfted at Syracufe , of 
which any Decree was made, before tmo- 
lean’s Senfe of the Matter was underftood. 
No Man’s Coar,lei was ever preferr’d before 
his, r.or as much as flood in Competition: 
with it: And fo to do, was not more their 
Aftedtion than Wifdc-m. 

K d 
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\V hen he was grown old, he loft his Eye- 
fight ; which A/Ridcion he bore with fo 


much Patie: 


i * r' f* 


that he was never heard to 
complain ot it, nor was yet lefs ufeful in 
private Concerns or publick Affairs: For he 
came to the Theatre, when the People met 
there in Council, 


by a pair of Mules, 
by reafon of his Infirmities, * and fo from 
the Coach deliver’d his Opinioa concerning 
the Matter in debate, which no body look'd 
upon as a piece of Pride in him ; for never 
did any thing like Infoience or vain Glory 
come out of his Mouth. If at any time he 
had heard himfeif magnified, he would on¬ 
ly reply, that he did fignally blefs the Gods, 
and was bound upon that particular Ac¬ 
count to be always thankful, for that, 
when the Gods were gracioufly pleas’d to 
raife Syracuse, they made Choice of him as 
their unworthy Infirument; for he thought 
tiiat no humane Actions were broughr to 
Perfection without an over-ruling Provi- 


And the: done he erected a private 

Houle 
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to Firtuvey 
ncy and Zeal 


where 

paid 


ueuce. 

Chappcl 

he with muCii Coni 
Ins D; evotions. 

Btiides titi- tnofi exccl’ent Temper of his, 

L J 

feverai remarkable Accidents concurred to 
render him turnons : For aii his molt me¬ 
morable Battles happen’d to be fought up¬ 
on 


He W3s aged, blind, and had the Gout. 
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on the Day on which he was born ; fo that 
it fell out, that all Sicily made their Anni- 
verfary Feafts on his Birth-day. When 
one Laphyfiim , an inconfiderable , faucy, 
and ungrateful Fellow, requir’d Stipula¬ 
tion of him for an Appearance, under Colour 
of an Adtion that he had againft him ; and 
die .Multitude flocking together , endea¬ 
vour’d forcibly to curb the Pretender’s Info- 
lence ; ' TimoJeon befeech’d them to defift ,• 
alledging, that he had gone thro’ great 
Hardships, and extream Dangers, chiefly up¬ 
on the Account, that Laphyjhm and others 
might enjoy their Liberty. For the true 
Nature of Freedom is, that any one may 
tty out whatever Caufe he has by due Courfe 

of Law. When another Fellow, much 
like Laphyftim , Dcmaneuti by Name > in 
a Harangue before all the People aflembled 
in Council , had detracted from the Glory 
of Twioleoris Addons, and had fnarply in¬ 
veigh’d againft him, he made no other An- 
fwer, but that he now found that his 
Prayers were heard j for he had ever made 
it his humble Requeft to the Gods, that 
the Syacujians might enjoy fuch a Libert}-, 
whereby every one mis-ht be free to (Veak 

« * i. 

his Sentiments of whom he pleas’d- When 
he dy’d , he was intern’d at the publick 
Charge ot the Syracufuus (in an Academy, 
which had its Denomination from him) all 
finely attending his Funeral* - 

An 



An Account of the mofi famous Kings. 

T Hefe were in a manner all the Grecian 

Commanders,whofe Memory deferves 
to be perpetuated , excepting fuch as were 
Kings: For I purpofely omit them here ; 
becaufe all their famous Ads have been re¬ 
lated in a diftind Treatife already: Nor 
indeed were there very many of thefe. 

Agefilaus the Lacedxmonian had rather the 
Title of a King than the Power, which al- 
fo may be faid of the other Spartan Kings. 
Among thofe who polfdfed the Imperial 
Power, the chief Place, I reckon , is due 
to Cyrus King of the A rjians , and Darius 
Son of Hyflafpis , who , from a private Sta¬ 
tion, rais’d themfdves to the Empire by 
their own Worth. Cyrus was ilain in Battle 
by the Majjngetes ; Darius expir’d in old 

Age. There were three others of the 
fame Stock, liz. Xerxes and the two Ar- 
Ltxerxes’s; the one named Alac rockier r 
or Lor.gimanus ; the other Mnemoru The 
greatefl Glory of Xerxes was, that he 
invaded Greece both by Sea and Land 
with the moft prodigious Armies that ever 
were heard oh Lcngimauus was much ad¬ 
mir’d ior being a proper and handfome Per- 
fon, and tins let err with warlike Bravery 
beyond Imagination, being the flouted and 
flrongeft Man m Per fa ; but A.Demon was 
moil renowned for his Juft ice , in that 

when 
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when he loft his Wife by the wicked 
Praftices of his own Mother, his Grief for 
the former did not tranfport him into For¬ 
ge tfulnefs of his Duty to the latter. Of 
thefe , the two Artaxerxes’s died by Difea- 
fes i the third, viz. Xerxes, was murdered 
by Artubanus the Prefect. 

Among the Macedonians there were two, 
who far out&one all the reft in the Glory 
of their Achievements, viz. Philip the Son 

of Atnyatas , and Alexander the Great. A<“ 
hxander died of a Diftemper at Babylon: 
Philip was flain by one Paufauias at JEgx, 
near the Theatre, as he was going to lee 
the Sports. There was but one King of 
Epirui of any Note, viz. Pyrrhus , who. 
warr’d againft the Romans : He was kill'd 
by a Blow of a Stone, as he was befieging 
a Town in the Peloponuefus. Alfo one there, 
was of Sicily, viz. Dionyfus the firft, a Man 
of good Courage and expert in War; and, 
which is a Rarity in Kings , was not ad- 
dided either to Uncleannefs, Luxury, or 
Avarice, or to any inordinate Paflion, but 
only that of abfolute and perpetual Domi¬ 
nion ; in purfuit of which he. was very 
cruel, and fpared no Man’s Life whom he. 
did but fufped to be in a Defign againft 
him : With great Valour he got the So¬ 
vereignty, in great Profperity he kept it,, 
and at above fixty Years of Age he left a 
flourdhing Kingdom behind him; and,what 

is 
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is very remarkable, in fo many Years fpace 
he never faw a Funeral in his own Family, 
tho 5 he had Children by three Wives, and 
a very numerous Oft-fpring. 

There were alfo many Kings of the Fa¬ 
vourites of Alexander the Great, who arofe 
prefently upon his Death. Among thefe 
were Antigenus , and his Son Demetrius; 
L\ftmachus , SAeucus , and Ptolemy. Anti-o- 
mis, fighting againft Seleucus and Lyfima- 
ckus, was flain in Battle : In like manner 
was LyfimaSras flain by Seleucus ; for afcer 

thev had been Confederates, thev fell to 
* ' * 

War between themfeives. But Demetrius, 
after he had given his Daughter in Mar¬ 


riage to Seleucus, (which yet could not keep 
them faft Friends long) was taken Prifo- 
r.er, the Father-in-law by his Son-in-law, 
and in that Condition he died. 

Not long r-fter, Seleucus was treacne- 
roufiy kill’d by Ptolemy Ceraunus, to whom 
he had given kind Frotebtion when he was 
expell’d Alexandria by his own Father, and 
deltitute of a!) Help ; but the fame Ptolemy 
is reported to have been put to Death by his 
own Son, to whom in his Life-time he had 
deliver’d up his Kingdom. Eut having faid 
enough of thefe, it may feein fit in the next 
place to take lome notice cf Hvnilcar and 
Hannibal; who were two fuch In fiances of 
Greatnefs of Mind, and a profound Wif- 
dorn, that nothing was ever born in Afiii'a 
that came near them--- THE 
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A MIL CAB., a Carthaginian, 
firnam’d Barcas, the Father of 
Hannibal, at the latter end of 
the firft Pumck War, tho’ then 
very young, was conftitutcd 


very young, was conitit 

Generaliffimo of the Forces in Sicily. 
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In 


which Employment he behav’d himfelf fo 
well, that (tho’ before his time the Carthagi¬ 
nian Army was always worfted both by 
bea and Land) he Hill kept his Ground, 
and was fo vigilant, that his Enemies could 
never find him unprovided; but on the. 
contrary, when Opportunity ferv’d, would 
fall upon them, and always made himfelf 

Mailer 
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Matter of the Field. Moreover, when the 
Carthaginians by their ill Succels had very 
near loll all footing in Sicily, he fo prudent¬ 
ly defended the City Eryx, as not to leave 
the leatt Sign of a War behind him. But in 
the interim , C. Lutatim , the then Roman 
Conful, having beaten the Carthaginian Fleet 
at the Iflands Agates, the Carthaginians re- 
folv’d to conclude the War, and to that 
end made Hamilcar their Plenipotentiary ; 

who, tho’naturally more inclin’d to War 
than Peace , yet in that Jnnftnre of Affairs 
he preferr’U Peace; becaule his Country, be¬ 
ing then poor, could no longer endure the 
Hardftips and Expences of War-' Yet he 
refer?’d this to himfelf, that as foon as the 
Carthaginians were a little refrefh’d, again 
to renew the War, and by Arms oppefe 
the Romans , until Fortune had determin’d 
the Conquett. With this Refolntion he con¬ 
cluded the Peace ; in the fettling whereof 
he was fo flour, that when Catulus refus’d 
to fign the Articles, ur.lefs he, with the 
whole Garrifon of the City Eryx , would 
depart Sicily without their Arms ; he 
bravely and fharply reply’d, that tho’ his 
Country, being poor, could yield him no 
Affillance ; yet he would rather die, than 
return to his home with fuch Ignominy 
and Reproach : For it would not confifl 
with his Valour, tamely to deliver up to 
his Enemies thofe Weapons which were 

com- 
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committed to his Truft for the Defence of 
his Country. Upon this his Refolution Ca- 
tulut comply’d. 

But Hamilcar , fo foon as he arriv’d at 
Carthage , found the Commonwealth in a 
Condition worfe than he expe&ed. For by 
the long Continuance of the foreign War, 
inteftine Difcords were fo much heighten’d, 
that Carthage was never in the like dange¬ 
rous Condition, unkfs when it was quite 
raz’d and demoliflx’d : For the mercenary 
Soldiers, (who were Twenty thoufand 
ftrong, and who had formerly fought 
againft the Romans) revolting, drew all 
Africa to their Party, and likewife befieged 
Carthage. By which great Misfortune the 
Ca, thaginians were fo terrify’d , that they 
fought for Aid and Protection from their 
greaceft Enemies, the Romans, and obtain’d 
their Requelb But in fine , when they 
were almoft reduc’d to the utmoil Extremi¬ 
ties of Mifery and Defpair, they voted Ha- 
mtlcar their General; who not only made 
thofe Rebels, who were above Twenty 
thoufand, to raife their Siege from before 
Carthage; but alfo forc’d them to that Ex¬ 
tremity , that, (hutting them up in Places 
where they were void of all Relief, more 
perifti’d by Famine, than were kill’d by the 
Sword. He brought back again the revol¬ 
ted Towns to their former Duty and Obe¬ 
dience ; and, amongft the refi, Utica and 

Hppo , 
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H’ppo , the two wealthidl Cities of Africa, 
Neither was he l'atisfied with this ; but 
he ado enlarg’d the Empire, and all Africa 
was fo fettled, that none could imagine 
that there had been any War there for ma¬ 
ny Years before. 

Thefe things being finifh’d by him fo fnc- 
cefsfullv, out of a cotiragious and an exaf- 
perated Mind againft the Remans, and 
that he might more handfomely pick a 
Quarrel with them, he contriv’d, that 
he himfeif fhould go Commander with 
an Army into Spain, taking along with him 
his young Son Hannibal, then, but nine 
Years old. With him march’d Hafd.-v.bal, 
that beautiful and brave Youth , whom 
fome think to have been belov’d too much 
by Manukas ■ in a manner not allow’d to 
his Sex; for great Men ft Idem eft ape ill 
Men’s malicious Tongues. And upon 
this Account, the Youth Hafdrnbal was 
forbid bv the Cenfor to attend the Ge- 

r.eral- Bat Harm I car giving his Daugh¬ 
ter in Marriage to Hajdrubal , found out 
that way , as the beft Expedient of enjoy¬ 
ing the Youth’s Company ; for their Laws 
did not forbid the Son-in-law to converfe 
with his Father. I thought this Paflage 
worthv of mv Notice ; becaufe when Ha~ 

* « -S 

nukar was kill d, he commanded the Army, 
and was fuccefsful in many remarkable Ex¬ 
ploits ; and, during his Command, bv large 

' Gifts 
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Gifts he fo corrupted the ancient Manners 
of the Carthaginians, chat after his Death 
Hannibal receiv’d his Power from the Army. 

Hamilcar, after he had crofs’d the Sea, 
and enter’d Spain, with great Succefs under¬ 
took vaft Defigns : He fubdu’d the molt 
warlike, and the wealthiell Countries ; and 
furnifhed all Africa with Men and Horfes, 
Arms and Money. But as he was defigning 
a War on Italy, in the ninth Year after his 
Entrance into Spain, fighting againft the 
Vtttones, he was unfortunately fiain. His 
implacable Hatred againft his Enemies the 
Romans was the chief Caufe of the fecond 
Punkk War; for his Son Hannibal was fo 
exafperated by the daily and repeated Con¬ 
jurations of his Father, that he often de¬ 
clar’d, that he had rather perifti, than not 
cry the Courage of the Romans. 
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as the Roman Valour was more eminent than 
that of all different Nations. For, during 
the whole Time that Italy was the Seat of 
his Aftion, Succefs continually waited on 
his Arms ; infomuch, that had not the En¬ 
vy of his Enemies at home unfortunately 
hinder’d his Progrefs abroad, he feems to 
have been fufficiently able to have made an 
abfolute Conqueft over the Roman Empire. 
But too numerous were his detracting Foes, 
to be encounter’d by the Gallantry of a 
ftngle Perfon. He fo improv’d the Hatred 
that his Father bore the Roman Nation, and 
which was in a manner hereditary to him, 
that he would fooner have parted with his 
Life, than in the leaft have abated of his 
Averfion to that People. For tho’ he lay 
under the unhappy Circumftances of a ba- 
nifhed Man, and confequently was obliged 
to foreign Princes for their Afliftance ; yet 
he never ceas’d (at leaft in his Intention) 
to wage War with the Romans. Not to in- 
ftancein King/ 5 /;////, (whom he render’d an 
Enemy to that Nation, tho’ he had not the 
Advantage of confulting with him in Per¬ 
fon) he poffefs’d King Antiochus, a Prince 
of the greateft Strength and Power of thofe 
Times, with lo eager a Defire of making 
War upon them, that he raifed the whole 
Force of his Empire, as far as the Red-Sea, 
with a Defign to invade Italy. To this An- 
tiochus it was that Ambafladors were fent 

from 
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from Rome, to the intent they might in¬ 
form themfelves of his Refolutions, and 
ufe all poffible Endeavours, by underhand 
Policies, to bring Hannibal into Sufpicion 
wich the King, by affuring him, that (as if 
they had withdrawn him from his Fidelity) 
he now efpous’d a quite different Intereft 
than he had formerly ferved. They effected 
this with no fmall Succefs, as Hannibal foon 
perceiv’d, when he found that he was tur¬ 
ned out of the Privy-Council; fo that at a 
convenient time he firft waits on the King; 
and having put him in mind of his great 
Loyalty to him, and his Hatred to the Ro¬ 
nton People, he added over and above: 
When 1 was a Boy of about nine Tears of Age, 
my Father Hamilcar being upon his Departure 
from Carthage, as General into Spain, offer d 
up Sacrifice to the Great Jupiter; during which 
Solemnity , he athed me, whether I would bear 
him company to the Camp : Which when 1 readi¬ 
ly accepted of, and began to importune him, that 
he would not fcruple to take me along with him ; 
I will (fays he) grant your Reqtieft, provided 
ycu will take an Oath, which I fall propofe to 
you. Upon which he led me to the Altar, where 
he defignd to facrifice : And when (according to 
Cufiom) I had laid my Hands upon it, the refl 
of the Company being at a Di/lance, he com¬ 
manded me to fwear, fbat I would never be in 
F iendfhip with the Roman Pebple. This Oath, 
which my Father then gave me, I have preferv d 

4 ' f* 
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fo inviolably to this very Day, as not to give any 
Man the leaf Ground of fufpe cling, but that I 
fall be ever of the fame Difpofiticn. So that 
novo if you entertain any 'Thoughts of contrac¬ 
ting any kind of Friendfhip with the Romans, 

’twill be your wijefl Courfe to conceal it from my 
Knowledge ; but, on the other hand, whenever you 
dcftgn a IVar with them, you will very much 
mi fake your Meafures, if you do not principally 
commit the Management of it to my Hands. 

’Twas at this Age he accompanied his 
Father into Spain; after wliofe Death 
(bubal (iicceedingas General, the Command 
of the Cavalry was confct’d upon him ; and 
Hafdeubal not long after being murder’d, 
the Army unanimoufly chofe him in his 
Place : an Account of which no fooner 
reach’d Carthage ,but it was receiv’d with the 
publick Approbation of the State. Thus 
Hannibal, not yet twenty-five Years of Age, 
was actually General of all the Carthaginian 
Forces; and within the Space of three 
Years after, fubdued all the Countries of 
Spain : He took Saguntum (a City in Alli¬ 
ance with the Romans ) by Storm : He 
rais’d three vaft Armies; one of which he 
lent into Ajric , another he left with his 
Brother HaJdriibal in Spain, and the third 
he commanded in Perfon into LaU.' Ke 
pafs’d the Py, cm an Mountains; and all along 
as he march’d, having frequent Encounters 
with the Inhabitants, lie conquer’d all he 

L fought. 
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fought. Coming at laft to thofe Alps which 
divide Italy from Gallia, the Inhabitants 
-oppos’d his Pafiage, which he foon laid 
open by cutting them in pieces. He was 
the firft Man that ever led an Army over 
thefe Mountains, except Hercules the Gre¬ 
cian, from whofe Pafl'age they took their 
Name. Here Hannibal open’d the Way, 
And fortified the Pafs, making fo great an 
Alteration, that the Elephants, together 
with their Furniture, could march conve¬ 
niently in that very Place, where before a 
fingle Man, tho’ unarm’d, could fcarce 
creep along. From hence leading his Forces 
into Italy, he had an Encounter on the 
River Rhone with P- C. Scipio the Confnl, 
and put him to flight. He fought him like- 
wife near the River Po for the Town Cla- 
ftidimu, where Scipio himfelf was wounded, 
and his Army utterly routed. He lud a 
third Battle with him and his Collegue 7i - 
beritis Lingus, who advanc’d towards him 
near the River Trebia, where he engaged 
them, and defeated them both. Marching 
at length through Liguria, he crofs’d the 
Apennine Hills, intending for Hetruria, In 
this March he was extreamiy afflidted with 
a Diftemper in his Eyes, to that degree, that 
hecovfld never recover the perfedt ufe of his 
right one again. But notwithftar.ding his 
Indifpofi.ion wasfuch, that he was forc’d to 
be carried in a Litter, he obtain’d a very 

fignai 
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fignal Viftory over C. Flaminitu the Conful 
at the Lake * T'hrafimenus , where having cir* 

cumvented him by Ambufh, he cut him off 

with his whole Army. In a fhort time af¬ 
ter, he ferv’d C. Cemenius in the fame man¬ 
ner, who, with a chofen Party of Men, had 
polfefs’d himfelf of the Tops of the Moun¬ 
tains. He came from hence into Apulia , 
where the two Confuls, C. Ferentius Varro , 
and Lucitu Paulus JEmilim , advanc'd to¬ 
wards him, and in one Battle he routed 
both their Armies; in which Engagement 
Lucim Paulm the Conful was kill’d, with 
many more who had fuftain’d that Dignity ; 
amongft whom was Cn. Serilim Geminu <, 
who had enjoyed it the foregoing Year. 
After this Aftion, he march’d to Rome 

without any Oppofition. He halted for 
fome time on the neighbouring Mountains, 
and in a few Days after decamp’d from 
thence. In his Return to Capua., Q. Fahius 
Maximus, the Roman Diftator, oppos’d him¬ 
felf to him in the Falernian Field. Tho* 
the Streights were fo very narrow, that 
Hannibal's Army was perfectly flint up ; yet 
by the Advantage of the Night he got away 
without any Damage. Here it was that he 
outwitted that fubtle Commander Fabius: 
For in the dead of the Night he commands 

L 2 his 
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his Soldiers to fet fire to the Boughs of Trees, 
which he had before order’d to be fafien’d 
the Horns of a confiderable Number of 
Oxen, which he drove in a Hurry upon 
them. This unexpected Sight was no fooner 
beheld, but it put the Roman Army into 
fuch a Confternation, that not a Man offer’d 
to ftir out of his Trenches. A few Days 
after he defeated Afar cm Aftnucius Rufus , 
General of the Cavalry (whofe Command 
at that time, by the Votes of the People, 
was made equal to that of Didator) whom 
he had cunningly decoy’d into a Battle : 
And tho’ he was not prefent at the Adtion, 
(as being then in Lucania ) yet at a diflance 
he laid an Ambufh for Thus Sempronius G.m- 
ebus, the fecond time Conful, and flew him; 
as he did Marcus Claudius Marcellus , who 
had five times bore that Office. ’Twould 
be a tedious Work to give a diftind Rela¬ 
tion of each particular Adion ; fo that this 
fhort Account fhall fuffice to (hew the 
World how extraordinary a Perfon he was : 
That fo long as he was in Italy y no Man was 
able to relilt him in Battle ; neither durft 
any one after the Defeat at Cannae make 
Head a gain It him in the Field. Being thus 
far a Conqueror, he was employ’d in the 
M auagemer.t of the War againft the Son 
of that Sc.fiOy whom he had formerly bea¬ 
ten on the Rivers of Rhone and Po , having 
likewil'e defeated him near the River 1nbia. 

But 
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But the Affairs of his Country being in a 
defperate Condition , he was very willing 
(in a Conference with Scipio) to put an end 
to the War at prelent, that he might be in 
a better Condition to renew it. According^ 
ly they had an Interview ; but the Condi¬ 
tions propos’d were fuch as could not be 
agreed upon : So that in a few Days after¬ 
wards he fought him at /Lama ; in which 
Battle Hannibal being utterly routed, with 
incredible fpeed, in the fpace of two Days 
and two Nights, arriv’d at Adrumetum , 
which is three hundred Miles diftant from 
TLamn. In this Flight the Numidians (who 
quitted the Battle at the fame time with 
Hannibal) confpir’d againft him ; but he had 
not only the good Fortune to avoid their 
Treachery, but to fupprefs them. Here lie 
rallied together all thofe who had fav’d 
thenifelves by Flight ; and new Mufters be¬ 
ing made, in a few Days he lifted a confide- 
rable Number. While lie was thus earneftly 
employ’d in making Preparations for a War, 
the Ca; thaginians conclude a Peace with the 
Romans. Hannibal notwithftanding had the 
Command of an Army , and (together 
with his Brother Mago ) was in Adtion in 
Africk, till the time that P . Sulpicius and Cuius 
Aurelius were Confuls •* For ’twas during, 
their Magiftracy, that the Carthaginian Em- 
bafladors were fent from Carthage to Rome y 
to return Thanks to the Senate and People 

L 3 for 
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for the Peace they had granted ; and,in con- 
lideration of the Favour, to prefent them 
with a Golden Crown ; intreating them 
withal, that their Hoffages might be re¬ 
mov’d to Fregs'ux, and their Prifoners re- 
ftor’d. To whom the Senate gave this An- 
fwer, That as their Prefent was very grate¬ 
ful and acceptable to them, fo likewife they 
contented, that their Hoftages might be 
lodg’d where they had defired ; but that 
their Captives fhculd by no means be re¬ 
leas’d, becaufe they hill employ’d Hanni¬ 
bal ■> (the Author and Beginner of the War, 
and the irreconciieable Enemy of the Ro¬ 
man Name) with his Brother Mago, in the 
chief Command of their Armies. They 
ro fconer receiv’d this Anfwer, but Hanni¬ 
bal and Magi were recall’d home again. 
Hannibal at his Return was chofen Praetor, 
after he had been King twenty-two Years : 
For as it was ci.Ptomary at Rome yearly to 
elect two Cor.fuls, at Carthage two Kings 
were annually cholen. He acquitted him- 
fclf in this Employment with the fame 
Prudence as he did in War,- for he took 
care, that the new Impoiis fhould not only 
furnifh Money for the Tribute paid to the 
Rowan *, but that fome over and above 
fnouid be left to lay up in the Exchequer. 
The Year after his Prartorfhip, Embaflador$ 
arriving at Carthage , Hannibal fufpecting 

they came to demand him, privately takes 
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his Ship, before they could have Audience 
of the Senate, and flies to King Antiochus in 

Syria which when the Carthaginians knew, 

they immediately fent out two Ships, with 
Orders to apprehend him, if they could 
overtake him; which not being able to ef¬ 
fect, they confifeated his Goods, raz’d his 
Houfe to the very Ground, and proclaim’d 
him a banifh’d Man. In the Confullhip of 

Lucius Cornelius and Quintus Minutim, (which 
was three Years after his Departure from his 
own Country) he cruis’d for fome time 
about the Coaft of Cyreuaica with five Ships, 
endeavouring to perfwade the Carthaginians 
to renew the War, upon the Confidence of 
Antiochus's Strength, whom he had alrea¬ 
dy perfwaded to invade Italy : Then he en¬ 
gaged his Brother Mago in the Defign, of 
which the Carthaginians being inform’d, 
they us’d him with the fame Severity they 
had inflicted on his Brother. Thus their 
Affairs being in an ill Condition , they fee 
fail for Afm to King Antiochus. There are 
two different Accounts given of the Death 
of Mago-, fome Authors affirming that he 
perifh’d by Shipwrack ; others, that he was 
murder’d by his own Servants. Had Anti- 
cchus hearken’d to Hannibal' s Counfel, as 
well in the Management of the War, as he 
had done in the undertaking it, the Deci- 
fion of the Empire of the World might 
have been nearer the River Tiber than the 
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Srreights of Tberm f p\ls. But r.otwithftand- 
ing this great Commander well underftood 
the Impruder.ee of his Conduct , yet he 
would never Forfake him in any Enterprise. 
He was made Admiral of a final! Fleet, 
with Orders to convey them from Syria into 
Af.a: With this he engaged the Rhodian Na¬ 
vy in the Pamphyhr.n Sea, which being very 
much fuperior to him in Number, his Par¬ 
ty was beaten ; tho’ that Squadron which 
he himfeit fought in, had the advantage of 
the Enemv. After the Defeat ot Antmhus, 

m * 

Hannibal fearing left lie would deliver him 
up to the Romans (as certainly he would 
have done, had not he prevented him) went 
into Crete to the Gortynians , that he might 
have time there to confider how to dif- 
pofe of himfelf hereafter. And here, out of 
his extraordinary Subtilty , he forefaw he 
fhould be in great Danger, by rcafon of the 
covetous H umour of the Cretans; for he 
brought a coniiderable Sum of Money with 
him, the Rumour of which he knew was 
already fpread abroad- This therefore was 
his Device : Having fill’d a great Number of 
Veil els with Lead, and covering the top of 
them with Gold and Silver, he places them 
in the Temple of Diana, in the Prefence of 
the Gcrtynians ; pretending that he com¬ 
mitted his whole Fortune to their Trull. 
After he had put this Cheat upon them, he 
fills up feveral Brafs hollow Statues (which 

he 
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he had brought along with him) with his 
Money,, and throws them negligently in 
the outward Court* In the mean time 
they guard the Temple with the greateft 
Stri&nei’s; not To much fufpecting other 
People, as fearing left Hannibal, without 
their Knowledge, might remove the Prize 
he had committed to them. Thus our 
Carthaginian having fav’d his Treafure en¬ 
tire, and finely deluded the People of Crete, 
he came at length to Prufias the King of 
Bythinia in Pontey ; where he ftill prefervM 
his old Inclination towards Italy, and made 
it his Endeavour to engage the King againft 
the Roman People. But when he perceiv’d 
he was not ftrong enough of himfelf to 
oppofe them, he alTociated other Kings, 
and warlike Nations, in a Confederacy. 
Eumenes, as being a great Friend to the Ro¬ 
man Intereft, refus’d to join in the Alliance; 
fo that they maintain’d a War with each 
other both by Sea and Land : But being 
back’d by the Romans, he was infinitely too 
hard for them. Now Hannibal perceiving 
how neceffary it was for the better Succcfs 
in his A hairs, that Emmies Ihonld be cut 
off, he rcfolves upon this way to rid him¬ 
felf of him. They were in a fhort time 
to engage at Sea but Hannibal being over¬ 
power’d in Number, Stratagem was to fup- 
ply the place of Strength. Accordingly he 
charges his Men to get as many poifonons • 

L 5 Serpents 
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Serpent^s they could, and put them into 
- - r:c r Veflels ; of which they procur’d 
v vs commanded) a confiderable Number. 
On the Day that they were to fight, having 
call’d his Seamen together, he gave them 
Order, that they fhould all rufh together 
upon the Ship in which Eumenes was, and 
that in the mean time they need not doubt, 
but that they were able enough to defend 
themfelves from the reft, fince they were 
provided of fo great a Number of Serpents. 
It fhould be his Eufinefs to {hew them which 
was the Ship he would have affaulted, and 

likewife to reward the Perfon who fhould 

♦ • 

either kill the King , or take him Prifoner. 
After he had given thefe Directions, the two 
Fleets being fet in Order, and about to en¬ 
gage , that his Soldiers might plainly fee 
where this Eumenes was before the Sign was 
given, he fends out a Meffenger in a fmall 

Boat, having a white Wand in his Hand, 
as a Token of Peace. When he was come 
near to the Fleet, he fhews them a Letter, 
and asks for the King ; upon which he was 
immediately conducted to him, every one 
taking it for granted , that Hannibal had 
fent him to treat of Peace. The Meffenger, 
having thus difeover’d to his own Party 
which was the King’s Ship, returns again. 
When Eumenes had broke open the Letter, 
he found nothing contain’d therein, but 

what tended to Laughter and Contempt of 

his 
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his Perfon. He very much wonder’d what 
the meaning of this ihould be, which tho’ 
he could not underftand, without any more 
ado he engages the Enemy. At the very 
firft Onfet, the Bythinians , according to 
their Orders, rufhing on all together, befct 
Eumenes’s Ship , who being not able to 
withftand their Shock , fav’d his Life by 
Flight ; which lie could never have effected, 
had he not betook himfelf to his Guards, 
in the neighbouring Shore. When the reft of 
the Navy of Eumenes began more fiercely to 
attack the Bythimans , they pour’d in theic 
Veflels upon them ; which at firft the Enemy 
only laught at, who could not devife what: 
their Intent could be : But when they per¬ 
ceiv’d that their Ships were full of Serpents, 
being affrighted with the Strangenefs of 
the thing, and knowing not what Danger 
chiefly to avoid, at laft they tack’d about,, 
and made to their Port: So that the Cun¬ 
ning of Hannibal was too powerful for the: 
Force of the Pergamenan Navy, who by 
the fame kind of Stratagem had frequently 
obtain’d great Vi&ories at Land. While 
thefe things were tranfa&ing in Afia> King 
Prujias’s Embaffadors (then at Rome) being 
accidentally at Supper with Caius Quintm 
Elaminim the Conful, fome body acciden¬ 
tally happening to mention Hannibal's 
Name, one of the Company faid, that he 
was in their Kingdom. The next Day Ela~ 

L d minima 
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minim acquaints the Senate with what had 
been affirm’d by this Perfon ; who imagi¬ 
ning that they fliouid be never free from 
Treacheries fo long as Hannibal was alive, 
difpatched Embaffadors into Bjthinia , 
(one of which was Flaminim) who were 
to demand of the King , that he fhould 
not protect their moit inveterate Enemy, 
but forthwith deliver him up into their 
Hands. Prufuis could not deny but that 
Hamibal was in his Dominions, tho’ he re¬ 
fus’d himfelf to betray him to the Em- 
balTadors; defiring that they would not 
requeft any thing which was fo much againil 
the Laws of Hofpitality ; but let them 
take him if they could, who without any. 
Difficulties might find him out. Hannibal 
conllantly confin’d himfelf to one Place, 
being a Caftle, with which the King had 
prefented him as a Reward for his Services, 
which he fo contriv’d, that he had Sallies 
on all fides, through which he might efcape 
if he fhould have occafion ; for he always 
fufpefted that that would befal him, which 

at laft did really happen. The Roman Em- 
bafiadors, accompanied with a great Num¬ 
ber of Men, having at length furrounded. 
this Caftle on all parts , his Servant percei¬ 
ving them from the Gate, runs to his Ma¬ 
iler and acquaints him, that there appear’d 
a more than ufuai Company of armed Men ; 
upon which he commands him to go round 

ail 
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all the Doors of the Houfe, and fpeedily 
bring him word whether there was any 

way to efcape. When the Boy had imme¬ 
diately acquainted him how the Cafe flood, 
and had farther a (lur’d him , that all the 
Paffages were ftopt, he was foon fatisfied 
that this could not happen by Accident, but 
that they came to feize his Perfon ; and that 
confequently he could not long enjoy his 
Lite, which he was refolv’d fhould not be 
in another Man’s Difpofal: Upon which he 
immediately fw-allow’d a Dofe of Poifon, 
which he was always accuftom’d to carry 
with him. Thus, this our moft valiant Bfcro, 
harrafs’d with numerous and various La¬ 
bours, repos’d himfelf in Death, the feven- 
tieth Year of his Age. Authors do not 
agree in whofe Confulfhip he died : For 
Atticus in his Armais affirms , that Claudius 
M. Mar alius, and Q. Fabim Lako, did then 
bear that Office : Polybius on the other hand 
afferts, that it was in the time of Lucius 

JEmilius PauluSy and Cm- Bxlius ‘Tampbilus : 
But Sulpicius, different from both, fays, 
that P- Corn. Catbegtts , and Marcus Babins 
Fampbilus, were at that time Confuls. Tho’ 
this our great Man was always employ’d in 
the Bulinefs of War, yet he bellow’d fome 
time in Learning: For he wrote feveral 
Books in the Greek Tongue; amongft which, 
one is an Account of the Actions of Cn. 
Manlius Vvlfus in AJia , which he dedicated 

to 
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to the People of Rhodes. Many there are 
who have given an Account of the Wars of 
Hannibal ; among which were Philenius and 
Soft las the Lacedemonian, who were his Fel¬ 
low-Soldiers, and liv’d with him as long as 
Fortune permitted* He made ufe of Sofilus 
as his Mailer, to inflrud him in the Greek 
Tongue. 

But now it is time for me to make an 
end of this Hiftory, and proceed to the 
giving an Account of the Roman Generals ; 
that, comparing each others Virtues, we 
may be able to make an Eilimate which 
were the braver Men. 



THE 




THE 









Done into English by Mr* Edward RAmfon 

of Mr ton College, Oxm. 



A To was a Native of the Cor- 

\ 

potation of Tufculum. While 
young, before he engaged in 
publick Affairs, he liv’d in the 
Country of the Sabines , becaufe 
there was his Eftate left him by his Father. 
M. Perpenna Cenforinus was us’d to relate, 
that by the Encouragement and Advice of 
L. Valerius Flaccus, (who was afterwards his 
Partner both in the Offices of Conful and 
Cenfor) he remov’d to Rome , and apply’d 
himfelf to the Law. When he was feven- 
teen Years old, he lifted himfelf a Soldier, 
which was under the Confulfhip of Q. Fa- 

bius Maximus, and M- Claudius Marcellas. He 

was 
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was a Tribune in the Array of Sicily. When 
he return’d thence, he went a Volunteer in¬ 
to the Army , under the Command of M. 
Claudius Nero; where he did very good Ser¬ 
vice in the Battle of Sena, in which Hafdru- 
baly Hannibal's Brother, was (lain. He was 
by. Lot chofe Queftor to P. Cornelius Scipio 
Africanus the Confui, with whom he did 

not live in that Friendfhip which the Duty 
of the Place requir’d : And no wonder,confi- 
dering the whole Courfe and Bent of his 
Lite was fo contrary to that of Scipio's. He 
was made /Edile with C- Helvius. When he 
was Prsetor , he had the Province of Sardi¬ 
nia allotted him for his Government: From 
whence fome time before (when he was- 
Queftor) as he was returning out of Africk, 
he invited and brought along with him Q. 
Ennius the Poet ,• which vsas a Prize cf no lejs 
Value, than the greatejl 'Triumph Sardinia could 
affoid. He was Confui with L. Valerius 


FI accus: He gain’d by Lot the Government 
of Hfpania Cue- ; from whence he re¬ 
turn’d joaden wir' the Honours of a Tri¬ 
umph- He continu’d in this Province fome- 


thing longer than was r.fuai ; upon which. 
Sc ip to Africanus , who was now again Con¬ 
fui, (and whole Queerer Cato had been in his 
termer Confuiihip) endeavour’d to remove 


him, and lucceed in it lnmfelf. Scipio was 
then the greatelt Man in Rome ; yet was his 
Intereit not ftrongenough to gain thisPoint 
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of the Senate ; becaufe , at that time. Affairs 
vcere pm govern'd by Poveer, or the Sveay of a 
Fa A ion , but according to the fevere Rules of 
f uftice. But thisDifappointment fo difgufted 
Sapio, that when that Sc (ft on of the Senate 
was ended, he retir’d from publick Employ¬ 
ment, and liv’d privately in the City. Cato 
being elected Cenfor with the foremention’d 
FLucufy behav’d himfelf in that Office with 
a great deal of Rigor. He cenfuv’d feveval 
of the Nobility, publifh’d new Edids to re- 
ftrain the Growth of Luxury, which at that 
time began to fnow its feif in its Buds. He 
fpent about eighty Years, from his Youth to 
the laft Days of his Life, in the Service of 
the Commonwealth; in all which time, the 
finccre Purfuit of the Intereft of the Com¬ 
monwealth continually rais’d him many 
Enemies ; which he fo little valu’d, that the 
Fear of no Man’s Difpleafure could influence 
him fo far as to alter his Meafures. Very 
many there were who fram’d Accufations 
again!! him, which were fo far from inju¬ 
ring his Reputation, that his good Name 
grew as faft upon him as his Age. He was 
a Man of great Conduct and Application in 
Bulinefs : He was a skilful Husbandman, a 
good Statefman, a good Lawyer, a great 
General, a perfwalive Orator, and none 
more addided to Learning. He did indeed 
apply himfelf to Letters fomething late; yet 
was there fcarcely any thing in the Greek or 

Roman 
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Roman Literature that he did not perfectly 
underftand. From his Youth he exercis’d 
himfelf in the compoiing Orations. When 
he was old , he entertain’d himfelf with 
writing Hiftory; of which he left feven 
Books : The ftrft contains the A&ions of the 
Roman Kings ; the fecond gives an Ac¬ 
count of the founding and beginning of 
each City in Italy; upon which Reafon poffi- 
bly he entitles his Books Ortgines. In the 
fourth, he gives a Relation of the ftrft Pn- 
nick War; and in the fifth, of the fecond : 
And of all thefe Things he hasonly given us 
the Heads or Matter of Fact, without en¬ 
gaging the particular Circumftances of Af¬ 
fairs. After the fame manner he wrote 
the reft of the Roman Wars, even to the 
Prxtorfhip of Ser. Galba, who has the In¬ 
famy of pillaging of Lufitani fix’d upon his 
Name. In thefe his Chronicles of the 
Wars , he did not mention any Comman¬ 
ders ; but,without any Names at all, gave us 
the naked Event of Things. We have given 
a more particular Account of his Life and 
Manners in that Hiftory, which at the Re- 
queft of 7 \tus Pomponius Atticus we wrote 
on purpofe concerning him , to which we 
remit the Lovers of Cato. 
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OMPON1US ATTIC US 
was defcended of one of the 
mod ancient Houfes in Rome , 
and the Dignity of a Knight 

was deriv’d down to him from 
his Anceftors , being an Honour inherent 
in his Family. His Father was an induf- 
trious Man, and very indulgent towards 
him; was of a Genius accommodated to the 
Times, and very ftudious. As he was a Lo¬ 
ver of Learning himfelf, fo he infus’d thole 
Inclinations into his Son; for he train’d up 
his Youth in all thofe Sciences which his 
tender Age was capable of: But the Lad, 

befides a great Docility of Wit, had an ex- 

traordi- 
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traordinary Sweetnefs of Afpedand Elocu¬ 
tion ; fo that he not only quickly apprehen¬ 
ded what was taught him, but pronounc’d 
it too with a very agreeable Cadence. Thcfe 
Attainments fo early difclofing themfelves, 
got aim an high Reputation , and da 2 zled 
his Co-temnoiaries ; for he gave brighter 
Hopes of himfelf than thofe other young 
Gentlemen who were his School-fellows 
could look fieadilv upon ; fo that his For- 
wardnefs of Example pik’d them all with 
generous Incitements : Amongft whom 
were L. Tcrquatus r C• Marius , Cains’s Son, 
and M. Cicero , whom he fo gain’d to him 
by the obliging Air of his Converfation, 
that no Perfon was always fo dear to them 
as he himfelf. His Father died in a little 
time, and he being very young, run a great 
hazard, by teafon of his being related to 
p. Sulpitius , who was kill’d when he was 
Tribune of the People. For Ancia , who 
was Coufin German to Pomponhts , married 
Servius,who was Brother to Sulpitius: There¬ 
fore after Sulpitius was (lain , and he faw 
the City embarrafs’d with the Commotions 
of Cinna , fo that he could not live with 
that Port which became his Quality, (for 
the Interefb of the Citizens were divided, 
fome addiding themfelves to the Fadiou 
of Cinna. , and others to that of SyPa) think¬ 
ing it a fair Opportunity to follow his Stu¬ 
dies, he went to Athens. But this did not 

hinder 
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hinder but that he bellow’d Money upon 
young Marius, who was declar’d an Enemy 
to his Country, and fupply’d him when he 
was a Fugitive ; and that his withdrawing 
from Rome might not prejudice his Dome- 
flick Affairs , he convey’d the greatefl part 
of his Fortune along with him thither- 
Here he liv’d after that manner, that he 
was peculiarly belov’d by all the Athenians; 
For, befides the Credit he had acquir’d, 
which was very great for a young Man, he 
reliev’d them in their publick Exigences ; 
for when they were to take up Money of 
the Bankers upon any great Payments, and 
could not obtain equitable Conditions, he 
always fo feafonably interpos’d, that as he 
demanded no Interefl for the Sums he dis¬ 
burs’d, fo he would not let them owe lon¬ 
ger than the time they promis’d to refund 
them. And this procur’d them a double 
Advantage ; for he would neither fuller the 
Debt to grow upon them by his Forbearance, 
nor the Ufury of it to be multiply’d. He 
made an Acceffion to this Courtely by ano¬ 
ther piece of Liberality ; for he diftributed 
Corn amongft them all, and gave to each 
of them fix Bufhels of Wheat, which fort 
of Meafure is call’d Medimnus by the Athe¬ 
nians. Here his Carriage was fo adjufled, 
that as he was familiar to thofe below him, 
fo he was equal to thofe of the firil Quality. 

This had that grateful Influence upon them, 

} that 
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that they would have confer’d all the Ho¬ 
nours upon him they poffibly could, and 
made him a Citizen ; but this Offer he re¬ 
fus'd ; becaufe, according to fome Mens O- 
pinion, he that is made a Denizon of ano¬ 
ther City, forfeits the Freedom of his own. 
Whii# he liv’d among# them, he always 
oppos’d their Defign of erefting a Statue to 
him ; but he could not hinder it when he 
was gone; fo that, in his Abfence, they ce¬ 
lebrated the Memories of him, and Pilia his 
Wife, by this lafting fort of Remembrance, 
even in the mo# confecrated Places of the 
City j for in every Concern of the Common¬ 
wealth they always followed his Conduft 
and Advice. Therefore it was a Partiality 
of Fortune to him, to be a Native of Rome , 
which was the Seat of the Empire of the 
World, and that which was his Country 
was his Miftrefs too, to whom he was con- 
#ant in his Obfervances : And it was a glo¬ 
rious Inftance of his Wifdom , that when 
he went to Athens , which claims the Pre- 
beminence above all other Cities for An¬ 
tiquity , Humanity and Learning, they 
fhould make Choice of him among# all Man¬ 
kind to be their Darling. When Sylla came 
here out of Afia^ as long as he tarried , he 
had always young Atticus in his Compa¬ 
ny ; for he was extreamly charm’d with his 
good Parts, and the Sweetneis of his Hu¬ 
mour j tor he fpoke Greek fo perfectly, that he 

feem’d 
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feem’d to be born in Athens, and had that de¬ 
licious Fluency in the Latin Tongue, that it 
was very apparent, that the Smoothnefs of it 
was natural to him, and not acquired. He 
would repeat Poems in both Languages fo 
that nothing could exceed him. This fo en¬ 
dear’d him to Sylla, that he would fcarce let 
him be out of his fight; and he had a great 
Defire to have brought him away along with 
him ; but when he endeavour’d to perfwade 
him to \t,P omponhis return’d him this An fiver: 
Do not, Sir, carry me to fight againfi thofe, upon 
ivhofe Account I left Italy, that I might not bear 
Arms againfi thy Jelfi But Sylla praifing the 
young Man for the good Offices he had done 
him, order’d, when he went away, that the 
Prefents which were given, whilft he was at 
Athens, fhould be carried to his FIoufe,as the 

Token of hisThankfulnefs. Here he remain’d 

% 

many Years ; and tho’ he beftow’d as much 
Infpeotion upon the Affairs of his Houfe, 
as became the Diligence of one that was Ma¬ 
iler of a Family , and fpent the reft of his 
time either in Study, or managing the Buli- 
nefs of the Athenians ; yet he continued his 
Kindnefs to his Fellow Citizens : For he 
canvafs’d at all their pubiick Elections, and 
when any thing of Importance was tranf- 
a6ted , he was never wanting in his Solici¬ 
tations. To Cicero he fhew’d himfelf fin- 
gularlv faithful in his laft Extremities ; tlr 
when he was forc’d to abandon his Cow> 
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try, he gave him * two hundred and fifty 
thoufand Sefierces : But when all thefe Tur¬ 
bulences were quieted , and the Tjber ran 
calmly, he return’d home; and, as I think, 
when L■ Cotta and L. Tbrquatus were Con¬ 
fute. The Day of his Departure the whole 
City of Athens fo deplor’d , that by the 
Tears of their Sorrow they exprefs’d the 
Greatnefs of the Love they had for him. He 
had an Uncle whofe Name was Q. Cecilius, 
a Reman Knight, an intimate Friend of 
L- Lucullus’s , and very rich; but he was 
otherwile of a morofe Nature, and difficult 
to be pleas’d: But Annus fo foften’d his 
Temper , which was intolerable to every 
one eife, that he gain’d his good-Will, and 
retain’d it even to a decrepit Age : And then 
he reap’d the Fruits of that Piety, with 
which he cultivated his four Humour ; for 
he adopted him, and made him Heir to all 
that he had; which Inheritance amounted 
to ten j Millions of Sefierces. The Sifter of 
Atticus was married to Q, Tullius Cicero, and 
Marcus his Brother was a great Promoter 
of the Match ; between whom and Atticus 
there was a Familiarity, even from their be¬ 
ing School-fellows together , and a clofer 
Friendfhip maintain’d than with Quimius ; 

that 
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that from hence we may form a Judgment, 
that in the Unions of that Society, the Re- 
femblance of a like Difpofition prevails more 
than Affinity. Hortenjtus too was his bo- 
fom Friend, who at that time had the 
chief vogue fot Eloquence; fo that it was a 
Matter utterly undecided which lov’d him 
bed, either him, or Cicero. By this means 
he folv’d an Inconfidence in thefe two Ora- 
tors, which was a thing not eafy to be at¬ 
tempted ; for tho’ there was a ftrong Con- 
trad betwixt them for Applaufe, yet they 
never broke out into any Revilings of one 
another, but both agreed in edeeming him. 
He fo comported himfelf in the Common¬ 
wealth , that as he was always of the bell 
fide, fo he had the luck to be thought fo : But 
he never was a Party in the Civil Wars; 
for it was his Opinion, that thofe who em¬ 
bark in Quarrels of that Nature , have no 
more Afcendant over themfelves when the 
Waves of Sedition work high, than thofe 
who commit their Fortunes to a Temped. 
He never was ambitious of any Honour, 
tho’ the Accefs was eafy to his Pretenfions, 
not only by reafon of his Credit, but his 
Quality. He faw that Men were not fo 
fair Candidates for it as their Fore-fathers; 
they being fo profufe in their Bribes to gain 
Votes, that the Offices of the Common¬ 
wealth could not be undertaken, and the 
Laws kept inviolate; nor could they be dif- 

M charg’d 
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charg’d without Danger , there being fuch 
a general Corruption of Manners, which 
epidemically run through all the City. He 
never was a Purchafer of any Goods that 
were fold by Outcry ; and as he never 
farmed any of the publick Revenues, fo he 
never was a Surety for them who did. He 
never manag’d a Criminal Procefs againft 
any one, nor fubfcrib’d to another’s Accu- 
fation 5 for he never went to Law, nor had 
ever any definitive Sentence- When many 
Cor.fals and Praetors offer’d him Govern¬ 
ments , he would not follow any of them 
into their Provinces ; but contenting himfelf 
with the Honour of the Propofal, he re¬ 
jected the Profits of it. He denied to go 
with Cicero into Afia, tho’he might have 
been his Lieutenant-General; for he did 
not think it decent to be ip fubordinate Au¬ 
thority to a Prsetor, who had refus’d the 

m * 

fait Dignity it feif; and by this means he 
not only confuited his Honour, but his Eafe 
likewile, and avoided the lead Umbrages of 
a Crime, that he might live unfufpected. 
The Refult of this Caution was,that the Af- 
fiftances he paid his Friend were the more 
acceptable, becaufe they were fincere, when 
they were the Effects only of a Readinefs to 
oblige, and could not be imputed to fuch fer- 
vile Motives as Hope and Fear. When he 
was about fixty Years old, the civil War of 
Cxf:ir burft out into a Flame; but he enjoy’d 

the 
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the Privilege his Age indulg’d him, and ne¬ 
ver Hir’d out of the City : But thofe of his 
Friends who went over to Pcmpey's fide, he 
furni&’d their Expeditions out of his own 
Store; but Pompey could not think he disre¬ 
garded, if he did not actually join him him¬ 
felf ; for he had not receiv’d any Advantages 
from him, which might encourage him to it, 
as others had done, who by his countenan¬ 
cing them were become powerful and rich; 
fome of whom followed his Camp, but with 
regfet and very unwillingly ; and others un¬ 
gratefully tarried at home, which very high¬ 
ly offended him. But the Neutrality of At- 
ticus was fo grateful to Cajar , that when he 
was Conqueror, and difpatch'd imperious 
Mandates to private Perfons to command 
their Money from them , he not only not 
molefted him, but pardon’d his Siller’s Son 
which flie had by Qiimtius , tho’ he was of 
Pompey’s Party. Thus by keeping firm to 
thofe firfl Maxims of Conduft he laid down 
for the Regulation of his Life, he preferv’d 
himfelf fate from all new and emergent 
Dangers : Confequent to this, when Cafar 
was (lain, and the Commonwealth feem’d 
to be devolv’d into the Hands of CnjTuis and 
Brutus, the Fortune of Rome, like a Machine, 
turning about toward him ; yet he fo ca- 
teffd Brutus , that the young Man never 
delighted in any one’s Company , tho’ he 
was of the fame Age with himfelf, with 
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that Pleafure as he did in that of the vene¬ 
rable Atticus; for he not only admitted him 
into his mod intimate Councils, but en¬ 
joy’d his Converfation at all his Repafts. 
There was a Project fet on foot, that a Fund 
of Treafure £houid be conllituted by the 
Roman Knights for the Murderers of Cafar. 
They thought the Defign very feafible, if 
the Chief of that Order would contribute 
their Shares towards it: Whereupon C. Fla¬ 
vius, who was a great Friend to Brutus, ap- 
ply’d himfelf to Atticus , that he would be 
a principal Mover in this Bufinefs ; but he, 
■who did Courtefies to thofe he refpefted, 
■without engaging in their Factions, and 
had always a Temper untainted from De- 
figns of that Nature, made this Anfwer : 
That if Brutus wanted any Supplies , he 
would accommodate him out of his own 
Money to what Value he pleas’d, but that 
he would never difcourfe with any Man 
about the Bufinefs, nor accord with him in 
it; fo that the united Sentiments of a whole 
Party were ruin’d by his Angle Dilfent. A 
little while after Anthony began to have the 
upper-hand, and Brutus and Caffius (the 
Affairs of thofe Provinces which were given 
them by the Confuls, only for Form-fake, 

becoming defperatc) were forc’d to fly for 
ir. But Atticus , who never employ’d his 
Money to funport the other Party when 

they 
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they were moil flourifliing, fent an # hun¬ 
dred thoufand Sefierces to Brums when he' 
left Italy, and was broken in his Fortunes: 
And when he was at Epire , he order’d t 
three hundred thoufand more to be given 
him, himfelf being abfent; and as he never 
the more flatter’d the Power of Anthony, fo 
he never forfook thofe who were brought 
to a Precipice. After this followed the 
War of Modena ; in which, if I fliould only 
call him prudent, I fliould detraft from 
his Chara&er, and fpeak ItTs than I ought 
to do. He was rather divine, if a con- 
flant natural Goodnefs deferves that Appel¬ 
lation, which is neither fhaken nor lefl'en’d 
by outward Accidents- Anthony being de.- 
clar’d a publick Enemy, was forc’d to leave 
Italy , and there was no Hopes of being re- 
fior’d ; for. not only his Adverfaries, which 
were very many, and in a great Power, 
combin’d againft him, but his Friends join’d 
themfelves to that Number , and revolted 
from him: They placed all their Hopes of 
Advancement upon his Depreffion ; they 
perfecuted his mod intimate Friends; they 
endeavour’d to fpoil his Wife Fulvia of all 
her Goods, and extirpate his Children. At - 
ticus as he was familiar with Cicero, fo he 
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was a great Friend to Brutus : By this means 
he not only reftrain’d them from commit¬ 
ting any Outrage upon Anthony himfelf, blit 
he protected as many of his Confederates 
which fled out of the City, as much as he 
poffibly could, and fupply’d them with all 
things they flood in need of. He was lb 
kind to P. Volunwius , that greater Tender- 
nefs could not be expected from a Father: 
And he was fo diligent in his Services to Ful- 
via, when fhe was harrafs’d with Law Suits, 
and vex’d with melancholy Apprehenlions, 
that fhe never enter’d into any Obligation 
without Atticni; for he was her Stipulator 
in every thing ; particularly when in her 
profperous Condition fhe had bought a par¬ 
cel of Land, which was to be fatisfled for 
to a Day, and now, fince this Calamity befel 
her, could not take up Cafh enough upon 
her own Credit to discharge the Purchafe, 
Att::ta came in opportunely to redrefs the 
Grievance; for he ient her Money without 
Intereft, or fo much as prefixing a Day when 
it fhouid be repaid for he reckon’d him- 
feif the greateft Gainer by the Reputation 
of a grateful and obliging Man,- and there¬ 
by made it appear, that he did not contrad 
an Acquaintance with Mens Fortunes, but 
their Perfons. And tho’ thele were his 
Actions, yet no cue could imagine he did 
them on: of any temporiling Principle ; for - 
it could not rationally enter into any one’s 
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Opinion, that Anthony would ever recover 
that Game of Empire he feem’d fo utterly 
to have loic: But every now and then he re¬ 
ceiv’d fecret Checks from fome of the No¬ 
bility, obje&ing to him, that his Hatred was- 
not intenle enough againft fuch profligate 
Citizens. But he, confiding in his own 
Judgment, had a Regard rather to what 
ought to be done , than what other Men 
would commend , whether it was right or 
no. For the Scene of Fortune i’wifcly 
chang’d; and when Anthony return’d into 
It Ay, every one was in Pain for Atticus-, for 
they thought he mud be involv’d in great 
Risks, by reafon of the Arid Communica¬ 
tion that was between him, and Brutus, and 
Cicero: Therefore when the Triumvirate 
approach’d the City, he went out of it; for 
he fear’d Profcription, and abfeonded in the 
Houfe of P- Volumnim, to whom he was fo 
eminently ferviceable , as we have fliew’d 
before. So capricious was the Turn of 
Affairs in thofe Times, that fometimes one 
Party, and fometimes another, would either 
be in the Height of Profperity, or the Abyfs 
of Misfortune. He was not alone in this 
Retirement ; but Q. Ge'Jius Camus, who was 
of the fame Age , and refembled him in 
the Cuftoms of his Life, was the Compa¬ 
nion of his Obfcurity. And this is another 
lnflance of the good Nature of Atticus, that 
he liv’d fo lovingly with him, whom he 
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knew from his Childhood , and was his 
Play-fellow ; for their Friendfbip grew up 
with their Years, and'lafied even to an ex- 
tream old Age. Anthony , tho’ he was fo 
inveterately angry with Cicero , that he not 
only declar’d open Enmity againft him, but 
thieaten’d all his Abettors, and was refolv’d 
to profcribe them ; yet when many made 
Remor.ftrances to him in the behalf of At- 
ticHi, and he himfelf call’d to mir.d the En¬ 
gagements he had formerly laid upon him, 
he as fuddenly relented; fo that he wiit 
to him with his own Hand to know where 
he was, bid him not be afraid, but that he 
fhould immediately come to him , for that 
he had ftrcck him and Gel'im Camta out of 
the Number of the Piofcrib’d. Befides, he 
fent him a Guard to allure him in the Dark- 
refs, ar.d free him from the Dangers of the 
Night. By this means his Fears were dis¬ 
pers’d, and he not only fecur’d himfelf, 
but was an Inflrument of Safety to the 
Man who was next dear to him : For he 
never folicned to be out of Trouble alone, 
but in Conjunction with his Friend , that 
by this it might appear, that Men , who 
lore one another, are not to be divided in 
their Fortunes. If that Pilot therefore de- 
ferves Applaufe who fteers his Ship in a 
Winter Sea , when the Seafon is as rough 
as the Ocean, why fhould not his Prudence 
merit a particular Encomium, who arriv'd 

at 
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at Safety through fo many civil Broils and 
fuch Storms in the State ? When he had 
work’d himfelf out of thefe Diftrefl'es , he 
was intent upon nothing elfe than how he 
might aflift as many as he could , and in 
what things he was able. When the Tri¬ 
umvirate fet a Price upon the Heads of the 
Profcrib'd, that the Profpcct of a Reward 
might encourage the Rabble to a Search* 
there was not any one who fled into Epire. 
who wanted for any thing ; and he gave 
them liberty to make it their perpetual Refi- 
dence. Befides, after the Battle at Philippa, 
and the Slaughter of C. CaJJius and M. Bru¬ 
tus , he was refolv’d to fhelter L • Julius 
Mocilla the Praetor, and his Son Aulus 'for- 
cpuitus, and the reft who were beaten down, 
with the fame Stroke of Fortune : And he 
commanded likewife Supplies to be. fent 
them when they retir’d out of J^pire into f 
Samothracia. It is very hard, and indeed, 
not neceflary, to run minutely through all. 
his Actions. This only I contend for, and. 
which ought to be underftood, that his Li¬ 
berality was not cover’d over with any. 
flnifter Defign, nor was it to humour the. 
prefent Current of Affairs. This may be con¬ 
cluded from the Tilings themfelves, and the. 
Complexion ol thofe Times: For he.never, 
lided with the Profperous, but always fuc- 
cour’d thofe who were in Affliction ; for he 
was as afliduous in his RefpeCts to S&villi 

M- 5 th-s 


t 



23 6 Atticus. 

the Mother of Brutus , after the Death of her 
Son, as when he was living and moft hap¬ 
py. Being fo generous , he could not well 
provoke any to be his Enemy ,• for he never 
offer’d an Injury ; and if another was the 
Aggreffor upon him, he chofe rather to for¬ 
get than revenge the Affront: If he re¬ 
ceiv’d a Civility , the Impreffion of it was 
immortal, never to be effac’d ; but if he 
cor.ferr’d one, it eafiy fell out of his Mind, 
till he that was oblig’d renew’d the Me¬ 
mory of it by his Acknowledgments. Do¬ 
ing after this manner, he confirm’d the 
Truth cf that Saying, T’hat every one ones his 
lucky Hits to the Ccnduti of himfelf : But the 
making his Fortune was the laft thing in 
his Intention : He firft form’d his Manners 
as a previous Qualification, and with fuch 
an exquifite Nicenefs, that he might not 
jjufily be purg’d with any thing that was 
culpable. By this means it came to pafs, 
that when M. Hipfinius Agrippa , who was 
the Favourite of young OBavius , might 
have had his Choice cut of the Ladies of 
the beft Condition in Rome, by reafon of his 

* J 

own Credit, and the Power of Cafar j yet 
he was ambitious of being related to him, 
and defir’d rather to marry the Daughter of 
a Roman Knight, as the nobler Alliance. 
The chief Manager of this Match (for it 
is not to be conceal’d) was Anthony, who 

was one of the Triumvirate for fettlingthe 

Com- 
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Commonwealth. Being ftffn’d upon by his 
Favour, he might have made large Addi¬ 
tions to his Eftate ; but he was fo little in¬ 
fected with the Love of Money , that he 
never us’d it but in thofe Occafions where 
his Friend was to be freed from Danger, 
and eas’d of any thing that incommoded 
him. An illuftrious In da nee of this was in 
the Time of the Profcription: For when 
the Triumvirate had fold the Goods of 
L. Saufeius a Roman Knight, according to 
the Cuftom which then obtain’d, who was 
of the fame Age with himfelf, had refided 
many Years at Athens to Rudy Philofophy, 
and had noble Lordlhips in Italy, Atticus 
carried himfelf in this Bulinefs with fo 
much Induftry and Addrefs, that the. fame 
Meffenger who brought him word that he 
had loft his Patrimony, contradicted his 

own News, by telling him, that he had reco¬ 
ver’d it again. Helikewife clear’d off L. Ju¬ 
lius Calidtus, who, I am bold to affirm, after 
the Death of Lucretius and Catullus ,. was 
the moft elegant Poet of his Time : He 
was no lefs famous for the Integrity of his 
Morals, and his being educated in all the 
beft Arts. This Man, after the Knights were, 
proferib’d, tho’ he was abfent, yet he was 
brought into the Number by P. Volumnius , 
who was Overfeer of the Workmen of Ah~ 
thony ; and his great Poffeffions in Africk 
made him obnoxious to this Punifliment: 
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So that it made it a puzzling Queftion, whe¬ 
ther there was more Difficulty in the Un¬ 
dertaking , or Glory in the Performance. 
But it was a Character of Atticus general¬ 
ly known, that it was his Care as much to 
lelieve his abfent Friends, as thofe that 
were prefent ; and he was as good a Father 
of a Family, as he was a Citizen : For tho’ 
fee was a great money’d Man, yet no one 
was fo moderate a Purchafer, nor built lcfs 
than he did ; not but that he liv’d very 
commodioufly, and what things he ferv’d 
feiaafelf of, they were the beh of tneir kind. 
His Houfe was fituate in the Quirinal Hill, 
which was an Inheritance left him by his 
Uncle, whofe Pleafantnefs did not conGfl 
in the Curiofity of the Structure, but in the 
Wood that encompafs’d it: For being a 
Pile rais’d after the antient manner, it had 
more of Conveniency in it than Beauty ; and 
fee never made any Alterations, but where 
the Decays by the Injury of Time requir’d 
to be repair’d. His Family, if we judge 
of them by their Ufefulnefs , was extraor¬ 
dinary : but if we regard only the outward 
Appearance, it was fcarce tolerable ; for it 
was made up of Lads who were very good 
Scholars , could read excellently well, and 
writ delicate Hands for tranfcribing; and 
there was fcarce any Foot-boy but could do 
citheF of them to Admiration. All the Ar- 

tifccers tco, whofe Art was necefl'ary for 
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the adorning his Apartments, were the 
ehoiceft of their Profeffion. And there 
was not one of them but was born and run 
thro’ the Novitiate of their feveral Trades 
in his Houfe ; which was a Sign not only of 
his Moderation.but great Induftry : For not 
to be intemperate in our Defires after thofe 
things which others fo eagerly covet, is a 
great Continency of Temper; and to acquire 
that by Diligence which others are at an 
Expence for, argues a more than ordinary 
Application. Atticus was rather polite than 
magnificent : He did all things for his Ho¬ 
nour, but without any Excefs of Coft r He 
was always clean and near, but did not af- 
fe<ft an effeminate Nicenefs- As for his Mo¬ 
veables and Furniture, they were compe¬ 
tently rich, and did not abound ; fo that he 
avoided the two Extreams of being ftingy 
and profufe. I will not omit one thing, 
tho* to fome it may feem a matter of light 
Importance : That tho’ he was one of the 
moft fplendid of the Roman Knights , and 
receiv'd Men of all Conditions at his Houfe 
with a liberal Hofpitality; yet he fpent 
no more than juft * three thoufand Afles 
a Month;, as appears by the Regifter of his 
Disburfements. And this 1 do not fpeak by 
Hearfay, but as a thing I ana certain of; for, 
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by reafon of the Familiarity betwixt us, I 
was converfant in the Family, was at the 
cafting up of the Accounts. He had no 
other Coufort at all his Feafts, but only a 
fingle Reader ; which in my Opinion was 
the moft ravifiaing Muiick ; nor did he ever 
flip without one of thefe Le&ures , that 
whilft their Appetites were regaled, the 
Minds of the Guefts might be entertain’d 
with fomething more diverting ; for he 
never invited any one to his Table, but in 
whom he difcern’d a Difpofition conform¬ 
able to his own. Tho’ Riches flow’d in 
upon him, yet he never heighten’d his daily 
Provifions, nor deviated from the former 
Meafures of his Life : For he was fo mode¬ 
rate, that when he was worth but * twenty 
hundred thoufand Sejhrces , he did not live 
inglorioufiy , which was the Eftate left 
him by his Father; fo when it amounted 
to t ten Millions, he did not raife his Port 
to any greater Affluence than what he Hrft 
ddign’d ; for he kept unalterably to the fame 
Pitch in either Fortune. As for his other 
Recreations, he had no Gardens with Par¬ 
terres, 
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terres , nor no delightful Place to take the 
Air in th'e Suburbs. He had no fumptuous 
Villa near the Sea-lhore , nor indeed in all 
Italy , except it were at Ardea and Momen¬ 
tum, which were only two Country Farms: 
And all the Revenues he had, confided in 
the Lands he had at Epire , and fome Pof- 
fefEons in the City ; from whence it may 
be known , that he did not make his Edi- 
mate of Money by the immenfe Quantity, 
but the rational Ufe of it. As he was always 
a Man of drift Veracity himfelf, fo he ab¬ 
horred lying in another ; therefore his Cour- 
tefy was mix’d with fomewhat that was 
audere: And he was affable, but grave; 
fo that it was hard to fay, whether his 
Friends lov'd or reverenc’d him mod. 
Whatever was intreated of him, he would 
promife folemnly to do it; for it was his 
Opinion, that he was not a generous, but an 
incondant Man, who would engage for that 
which he was not able to perform. He 
was fo indudrious in bringing an Affair to a 
Refult, which he had once efpous’d,that he 
feem’d to tranfaft his own Concern, and not 
another’s, which was deputed to his Ma¬ 
nagement : And when he had once under¬ 
taken a Bufinefs , he was unwearied in his 
Purfuits; for he thought his Reputation 
was interefs’d in it, of which he was jea¬ 
lous even to a Delicacy. By this means he 
folicited the Bufinefs of Manta and Quin- 



14 2 A T T ICUS. 

tins Cicero, of Marius, Cato, Her ten fins, Aulm 
Torquatus, and many other Roman Knights : 
From whence we may infer, that it was an 
Effecc of his Judgment, and did not pro¬ 
ceed from any unadtive Temper, that he de¬ 
clin’d the pubiick Functions of the Com¬ 
monwealth. A greater Inftance of the 
Complaifance of his Humour cannot be 
given than this : That when he was a young 
Man he was very agreeable to S)Ua,\vi\o was 
in the Decline of his Age ; and when him- 
felf was old, A 1 . Brutus extreamly delighted 
in him, who was in the Bloom of his Years. 
He- liv’d fo amicably with his Cotempora- 
ries Hortenfius and Cicero., that it is hard to 
fay to which Age his Genius was mod 
adapted ; but Ciceo-o lov’d him the mod fer¬ 
vently of the two, for it was to the laft 
degree of Affedtion j fo that his Brother 
Quintius was no: dearer or more familiar 
to him. The real Evidences of it, befides 
thofe Books in which he makes mention of 
him, which are already publilh’d, are 
thofe fixteen Volumes of Epifties which he 
fent to Atticus from the beginning of his 

ConfuKhip even to. his latter Days; which 
whofoever reads, he will not defire a,more 
connected Hiftory of thofe Times =- For in 
them the Inclinations and Defigns of Princes, 
the Faults of Generals in their Conduit, and 
the Revolutions of the Commonwealth,, 

are fo perfpicuoufly trac’d out, that all the 

lu- 
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Intrigues of State are unraveled, and the 
Springs of Policy feem to lie open ; fo that 
from hence we may conclude, that Pru¬ 
dence is a fort of Divination : For Cicero 
not only pointed out all the Accidents of 
his own Time, but with a brisker Heat of 
Prophecy foretold all the Events which 
have happen’d fince, and we fenfibly expe¬ 
rience. What need I commemorate any 
thing more of the Piety of Atticm , when 
I heard him glorying thus jaftly of hira- 
felf, in the Funeral Oration he made upon 
his Mother, whom he buried at ninety 
Years of Age , himfelf being fixty-feven. 
That he never had any Occasion to be re¬ 
concil’d to her? And no Difference ever 
happen’d betwixt him and his Sifter, who 
was almoft of the fame Age with himfelf: 
Which are manifeft Indications, either that 
no Caufes of Diffatisfaftion ever arofe be¬ 
tween them, and fo there was no need of 
Cement, where nothing was broken ; or that 
he was fo kind to his Relations, that he 
thought it even a piece of Irreligion to be 
angry with thofe whom he had all the 
Obligations upon him to love. And this he 
did not fo much by the tender Inftinft of 
Nature, whofe Suggcftions we are all ob- 
fequious to ; but it was the Effect of his 
Learning, and he acquir’d it byS:udy; for 
the Precepts of the chief Philosophers were 
clofely imprefs’d upon him, and they did 
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not ferve for Parade and Oftentation ; but 
he made them i.feful to him in the whole 
Courfe of his Life. He fet the Manners of 
the 2.ncizrxR'.mam before him as the Patterns 
of his Imitation, and fairly copied out the 
great Originals. He was Iikewife a ftu- 
dious Lover of Antiquity. This Knowledge 
he intimately convers’d with, and gave 
large Demoniirations cf it in the Volume he 
wrote of Magifiracy, which was a Pro¬ 
vince he ingenicuflv adorn’d ; for there 
was not a Law mane, no Peace concluded, 
nor no War undertaken, not an Aftion of 
Confequer.ee done by the Roman People, 
but he hath related it with a drift Chrono¬ 


logy, 


and 


djuited every Occurrence to its 


proper time : And,which feems an Attempt 
of great Intricacy , he hath interwoven in 
it the Pedigrees of fome Families with fo 
fine a Texture, that by them we may know 
the Beginnings cf thofe Men who have 
made any conliderable Figure in Rome. He 
did the fame thing feparately in other 
Books ■, as, at the Entreaty of M. Brntm, he 
deriv’d the J uni an Family from its firft 
Source, and fliew’d all the Channels in 
which it hath flow’d down even to our 
Times ; diftinftly numbering each one’s Pre- 
decell'or in a true Series of Succeffion, and 
relating what Honours they attain’d to, 
and in what Times they enjoy’d them. He 
did the like Courtefy for Marcellm Clan dm 

con- 
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concerning the Marcelli ; and, at the In- 
ftances of Sap to Cornell m , and Fabius Maxi¬ 
mus , he gave an Account of the Cornelian , 
the Fabian, and the Emilian Families : And 
nothing carries with it fo endearing aRelifh, 
as thefe Books, to thofe who have the Ieaft 
Tindtureof Curiofity to be acquainted with 
the Defcents of illullrious Men. He had a 
Smattering too in Poetry, which I believe 
was, that he might not be ignorant wh-w 
Sweetnefs there was in it; for if any had 
arriv’d to a higher Pitch of Dignity beyond 
the ordinary Romans , or had fignahz’d 
themfelves by any notable Performances, he 
employ’d his poetical Talent to record 
their Gallantry ; for he defcrib’d their Ex¬ 
ploits, and what Charges they had in the 
Government under each of their Pi&ures, 
and this in no more than four or five Verfes; 
which feems a thing almoft incredible, that 
he could comprife Tranfaftions of fitch 
high Moment in fo narrow a Compafs. 
He writ a Book alfo in Greek concerning 
the Confulihip of Cicero. Thefe things we 
have related of him were whilft Atticus 
was alive. But now, fince the Malignity of 
Fate will have us to outlive him, we will 
run through the reft of his Actions, and dif- 
patch what remains of this Great Man j 
that by real and biight Examples we may 
inftrud the Reader, and fo confirm that Ax¬ 
iom we have before laid down, That every 
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one allures Fortune to his Side, according at he 
managetb himfelf. For Atticns contenting 
himfelf with the paternal Dignity of a 
Knight, which defcended to him, he at laft 
came to be related to the Son of Juliw, and 
the Friendlhip between them was heighten’d 
into Affinity ; for he had before gain’d the 
Confidence of Auguftm by the Elegancy of 
his living : And this was the Inducement 
by which he attracted others of the chiefeft 
Rank in the City to his Converfation, who 
were of as noble an Extraction as the Em¬ 
peror ; but their Condition was unequal, be- 
caufe not fo profperous; for Fortune feem’d 
to fawn upon Cajon ; and fo conflant a Suc- 
cefs ftill follow’d him, that all the Honours 
{he ever decreed ro any of her Favourites, 
{he confer’d upon him , and with her aufpi- 
cious Gales convey’d him to the iitmofl Ho¬ 
nour which the Ambition of a Citizen 
could afpire to. Agrippa made Atticus a 
Grandfather, who married his Daughter 
when (he was a tender Virgin. This Female 
Infant, tho’ftie was fcarce a Year old, Cafar 
betroth’d to Tiberius Claudius Nero , which 
his Wife Drufilla had by a former Husband, 
and was his Son-in-law. This Alliance con¬ 
firm’d their former Amity, and tied it on 
with an inviolable Sanction : Tho’ before 
thefe Efpoufals, not only when he was ab- 
fent from Rome, when he writ to any of 
his Friends, he fent to Atticus even the Mi¬ 
nutes 
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nutes of his Life, as what he was then do¬ 
ing, efpecially what Author he was read¬ 
ing, in what Place he refided, and how 
long he defign’d to tarry there ; but he 
like wife, when he was in the City, and was 
diftraded by Multiplicity of Bufinefs, 
which gave him fo great an Avocation, 
that he could not enjoy him fo often as he 
would, yet the Commerce of the Pen was 
not interrupted; for no Day pafs’d in which 
he did not by Letter ask his Opinion in 
fome Matters relating to Antiquity, or pro- 
pofe lome poetical Quell ion. Sometimes he 
would be facetious only, and rally him, 
that the Anfwers in which he reparteed 
might be the more prolix; which had this 
good Effed, That when the Temple of Ju- 

fiter Feretrius, which Romulus built in the 
Capitol, thro 5 Age, and Peoples being in¬ 
curious of its Repairs, began to threaten a 
total Ruin, Cafar , by the Perfwafion of 
Atticus, took care to fupport it. M. Antho¬ 
ny had him in no lefs paflionate Efteem, and 
maintain’d an Intercourfe with him of this 
Nature; for when he was banilh’d even to 
the extreme Limits of the Empire, yet he 
certified his Atticus to a nice Pundilio of 
what he was then upon, and what Defign 
he had in farther Projcdion. He only is 
qualified to judge of the Greatnefs of this 
Correfpondence, who can make a true Efti- 

mate what a Piece of confummace Wifdom 

it 
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it is to retain the Favour, and reconcile the 
Jealoufies of two great Perfonages, who 
were Competitors in the fame Ambition, 
betwixt whom there was not only a bare 
Emulation, but a perfedt Antipathy, which 
kindled into the mutual upbraiding one an¬ 
other. It was an Averfion as ftrong as 
could poflibly be between an Anthony and a 
Cafar, who would not divide the Globe, 
but each one contended not only to be Ma¬ 
iler of Rome, but Emperor of the World. 
Through all thefe Traverfes of Life he at 
laft arriv’d to the feventy-feventh Year, and 
his Credit and Riches multiplied upon him 
even to an extream old Age; (for many 
left him all that they had, purely upon the 
account of his wonderful Goodnefs.) But 
now after he had been of fo ftrong a Com¬ 
plexion, that he had no need of a Phyfician 
for thirty Years together, his Health was fo 
entire, heat laft contracted a Difeafe, which 
himfelf and his Doctors at firft defpis’d as a 
very flight Indifpolition ; for they thought 
it to be a * Tenc/mus ; therefore they admi- 
nifter’d quick and eafy Applications, todif- 
perfe it in its firft Accedes- After he had 
Ianguilh’d three Months, without any more 
feufibie Uneafinefs than what he re¬ 
ceiv’d 

* 

* This is a fruitlefs Endeavour of Nature to eafe 
her feif, occafnr/i by I*?rinxion of fharp Humours* 

the v>hich irritate the Sphincter of the Anus. 
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ceiv’d from the Methods of his Cure, the 
whole Weight of his Diftemper funk at 
laft into one of his Guts, which broke 
out afterwards into a very putrid Fi- 
ilula. But before this Crifis happen’d to 
him, when he found his Pains to increafe, 
and his Blood grow warm, he order’d his 
Son-in-law Agrippa to be fent for, with 
L. Cornelius Balbus and Sextus Peducaus. When 
he faw they were come, leaning upon his 
Couch, he fpoke to them after this Manner: 

Id/hat Care 1 have taken for the Prefervation of 
my Health, Jince you all can abundantly attejl, 
a Difcourfe of that Nature veil! be altogether fuper- 
fiuous. Hoping therefore that I have given you 
Satisfaction ; and being confcious to my felf that 
1 have omitted nothing which earned the haft 
Tendency in it towards a Cure; it only remains 
now that / more nearly confult my felf : And 
this is the thing 1 would acquaint you with, that 
I am refolvd no longer to nourif my Difeafe, 
but flarve it; for the Sujlenance I have taken 
thefe laft Days hath protracted, my Life ind.ed , 
but it hath prolong d my Affhchons with it, with¬ 
out any Hopes of Recovery. I therefore leg it of 
you , that you would fir ft approve of my Expe¬ 
dient, and then ufe no Arguments to d ft trade me 
from it; for it will be all in vain. He fpoke 
this with fuch a ftrong Voice, and fuch an 
afliir’d Countenance, as if he was not lea¬ 
ving the World, but palling from one 
Houfe into another. But Agrfpa, with 

T eats 
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Tears in his Eyes, killing him, did not only 
entreat, but eameftly conjur’d him not to 
accelerate his Fate himfelf, but let Naturt 
bring it leifurely upon him and fincc 
there were Remains of Health, which would 
in Liie keep fome time longer, that he 
would fuffer himfelf to furvive both for 
his own fake, and that of his Friends; but 
be reje&ed his Importunities with an obili- 
nate Silence. Thus, after two Days rigid 
Abftinence, his Fever went off without any 
Paroxyfms, and all the -Symptoms were 
manifetfly abated; but he thinking it not 
worth the while to live, would not recede 
from his firft Purpofe : Therefore, the fifth 
Day after he had taken up his fatal Refolu- 
tion, he departed this Life, which was the 
Day before the Kalends of April , L. Domi~ 
tins and C. Snfius being Confuls. His Body 
was brought tocth in a Litter, as he himfelf 
had order’d, without any Funeral Pompj 
but all the beft Men of the City accompa¬ 
nied the Corps, with a numerous Concourfe 
of the common People. He was buried 
five Miles from Rome , by the Appian way, in 
the Monument of Q Cacihus his Uncle. 
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